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Songkran Gala 2003 and other upcoming events
Special Article “Memories of Songkran”



2

ATA Newsletter vol. 18 no.1 March 2003

HIENANTANY bLEIAT

S EUANNTNINMU
NOUDUHNYBVBLAUAMZNTTHNTVBITINTNU
e ' we weoa 4 @ Ve -
oedetn  dananssniuyselanulniuannan
ﬁué‘f\nmmﬂﬂLauaﬁu,azal,ﬁ@sl,wﬁauqmmﬁ’uﬁ
de ‘ﬂl a ! &-VI’
L313TNENN AR A AN T TN O RN TN U laaaad]
p R . .
T audurand ANNANYVBLTYNIMUNITINAUN
P - ea oo X
LAULATARY Iﬂi@@iwanamsluﬁmaammnuu
TUSUN 12 118189 2003 AHIANITINAVADI
v e !
nega bneazdnlnd nuaaasTugenuadl City Hall
! v P
Tusaud aNIANYLTUAININIUIIATEINTIUA 09
» T Y
mummqﬂwi@]m‘ﬁm‘ﬂLﬁumLmumﬂu,wswuu-
= g > !
symdziwmansinalulangiuaaaaosnanig
Usziner wazkunIan winisuanananazlalu
mwmﬁfnm&mmﬁaﬁuamawsamw%mmuﬁmum
I‘ﬂi@amwmmmé’uﬁwﬁ“@ﬁmmﬁ
ANVD AT IAUNIILAN AHNANYAZTANHNAYA
o - " ¥
e FnaNIaNglulanad auNsaui 150
o a e - L w4
RHLLEREIG aiaTduannnlasniu Aasiiu 4o
maamuaﬂuﬂﬁﬂgaglumgmm%a AeEgad 1Ny
Yo - VI .
dafae anngnazlasuiinsaIasanNwsa1win 1 1769
o . .
W ATNUNITINITUIINTFINIIUG LTAIANNTATINU
‘u . o o8 Cw
FINIUARINWIUINA lsadedalasnlin 1e1a
NG
[ 9 ! yd Y ! a !
uundanazladlanmanudumuluianssuaiag

& o &
%ﬂﬂﬁﬂ']ﬂll%IuLi'J']uu

President’s Message

Dear ATA members,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our
board members who have helped organize various
events and activities for all of us, starting in 2003
with downhill skiing and then the family skate in
February. ATA will continue to host more
functions and activities throughout the year. In
March, we invite you and your family to join in
the fun of curling. Future activities are also posted
in this newsletter.

On April 12, 2003, ATA and The Royal Thai
Consulate in Edmonton are proud to present
Songkran Celebration at City Hall. Then in the
evening, ATA invites you to Songkran Gala. We
are pretty excited about our presentation of Thai
culture to the Canadian community and hope that
we will once again receive full support from our
members and friends. Don’t miss these special
events!

Last but not least, ATA will be publishing the
2003 membership directory in April. Please renew
or apply for your membership on or before April
12 to ensure you are listed in our directory. One
immediate benefit of membership is that ATA
members will receive a free drink ticket at
Songkran Gala. By the way, the number of
admission tickets to this event is very limited, so
buy your tickets now!

We look forward to seeing you all in the
upcoming events of ATA.

Sincerely,

2OUAAIANHULDN D Udomdej Kriangkum
WILYANLAY INT AT President
WIENFNIAN
Acknowledgement 2022UAH

I wish to thank Ralph and Sarinna Klintberg, Anan
Kaewmongkol and Sue Thomas for their suggestions,

editorial assistance and critical reading of this newsletter.
Jitra Kriangkum

Editor
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Biverta Tbai Bssociation

present:

Oongkran Gala 2003

(B Thai Pew Year Celebration)

Saturday April 12%, 2003
at

Parkview Community League Hall
9135 - 146 Street, Edmonton

Come excite your tastebuds with the delicate
spices of Thai cuisine then feast your eyes on the
exotic beauty of Thai dance.

2:30 pm Cocktails
7:00 pm Dinner
9:00 pm Cultural Show
10:00 Silent Auction and Social Dance

Cash Bar

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. BUY YOUR TICKETS EARLY AS
SPACE IS LIMITED!

Advance Ticket Purchase (Deadline - April 2™, 2003):
Avadilable by calling the ATA hotline at 908-1282 or Sue at 497-1198
$25/adult
$10/ youths (age 6 = 17)

5 and under - Free

Admission after April 2", 2003 or at the Door:

$35/adult
Special Note to ATA Members: Show your 2003 ATA Membership Card to receive your free drink ticket!
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Recent Activities

His Majesty’s Birthday Celebration
Reported by Buncha Ooraikul

For an event that was organized at such short notice,
it was another highly successful function. Our
Consul, Dennis Anderson, his wife, and almost 40
ATA members and friends attended the Celebration,
which was held at the Derrick Club on December 5™
The Consul provided a glimpse into why His
Majesty is so well loved by Thai people. President
Dom recalled his experiences of the Celebration in
Thailand and proposed a toast to the King. Drinks
and snacks followed and great fun was had by all till

about mid-night.
90

< Su

ATA celebrated New Year 2003 with its members
and friends of Thailand at Riverbend Community
Hall. Attended by over 40 people, the party was
cozy, full of fun and lots of delicious food, and was a
memorable night for all.

New Year Eve Party
Reported by Jitra Kriangkum

Thai dancing wowed Rotary
Club members and guests
Reported by Sarinna Klintberg

On January 25, 2003 our
Association had the honour of
being invited to show Thai dancing
at a fundraising function of the
Edmonton Rotary Club. Jumjury
Hemmerich, Khun Mukda and
Ken’s daughter graciously took to
the task. Jumjury did us proud with
her graceful blessing dance to the
hugely impressed Rotary Club

ATA Newsletter vol. 18 no.l1 March 2003 5

members and their guests. A big “thank you” to
Jumjury and Khun Mukda, the chaperone and
chauffeur, who fearlessly steered through the poor
road conditions. Also thank you to Khun Chalinee
Klassen who taught the dance.

The Rotary Club function organizers also invited the
St. Albert junior Thai dancers to perform at the same
function. Unfortunately, they could not make the
show due to hazardous weather. The dancers were
disappointed but they are looking forward to an
occasion to again show their love for Thai dancing.

The ATA celebrates Family Day at Rabbit
Hill
Reported by Sue Thomas

A whole month’s worth of snow to cover the gentle
slopes of Rabbit Hill, followed by balmy minus ten
temperatures on a brilliantly sun-filled Family Day
holiday! No wonder attendance was high at the
ATA’s first event of the 2003 year. From novices to
seasoned skiers and boarders, all who participated
expended as much energy as they could fit into five
hours riding up the hills, then swooshing down in
glorious abandon. The few beginners who ventured
out on their skis, looked fear in the face, fell in love
with the downhill sport and are raring to hit the
slopes again, soon! The more advanced ones just
“did their thing”. I know I slept very soundly that
night after breathing in so much fresh air! Rabbit
Hill Day is sure to become a favourite annual ATA
event for our members
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Family Skate at Hawrelak Park
Reported by Sue Thomas

Brrrrr....it was a cold, cold, day on Sunday February
23" reaching all of minus 16 in the bright sunshine
of mid-afternoon! We couldn’t have chosen a colder
day in February for our family skate. Despite the
rather frigid temperatures, however, nine brave souls
came out and made their marks on the figure-eight
ice of Hawrelak Park. A few hours in the brisk fresh
air, an icy tumble here and there, hot drinks and
snacks to keep the skaters energized, all this
contributed to an afternoon well spent. We’ll
certainly try to order up warmer temperatures for the
next ATA family skate, however, for those who
braved the elements that afternoon, good on ya!

News and Announcement

ATA Met with Consul Anderson
Reported by Buncha Ooraikul

Consul Dennis Anderson and
the ATA Board members had a
luncheon meeting on December
11, 2002 to discuss how the
Consulate and the Association
can work together for the
benefit of Thailand and the
Thai community in and around
Edmonton. Both parties were

e very  positive  in  their
commitment to assist one another in activities of
mutual interest.
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New Ambassador to Canada

His  Excellency, Mr.
Suvidhya Simasakul, the
new Thai ambassador to
Canada arrived in Ottawa
on January 20, 2003.
Ambassador  Suvidhya
was accompanied by his
wife, Madame Boontipa,
former Director General
of the Thai Foreign Trade
Department and their son.
On February 15, 2003, members of the Thai
Association of Ottawa (TAO) got together at a
community centre to formally welcome Ambassador
Suvidhya and his family to Ottawa. TAO presented
flowers to the Ambassador and invited him to
observe a traditional Thai music lesson and the
Manorah Dance. (Courtesy of the Thai Association
of Ottawa).

Announcement from the Consulate General
in Vancouver

The Royal Thai Consulate in Vancouver wishes to
advise that Consul General Sunthon Niyomyath left
Vancouver on 2 January 2003 to take on his new
appointment as Ambassador to Brunei. Since
assuming his duties 18 January, the new Consul
General, Mr. Surapit Kiratiputra, has been informed
of the Alberta Thai Association and is appreciative
of the activities and solidarity of the Thai community
in Alberta. Consul General Surapit will travel to
Edmonton and Calgary in the not too distant future
and is keen to get acquainted with the Thai people in
Alberta. (Courtesy of the Royal Thai Consulate
General in Vancouver)

URGENT!

If you have not yet renewed your ATA
membership, don’t delay any longer!

Fill out the attached membership form,
send to ATA with membership fee today
and receive a FREE drink ticket at
Songkran Gala!

Membership has its privileges!!!
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Heritage Festival 2003-Update

ATA has already submitted the application form for
Edmonton Heritage Festival 2003. As before, we
will need lots of volunteers. So, please step forward,
get involved and be part of the Thai pavilion!

2003 ATA membership
Reported by Sue Thomas

Thank you to all members who have sent their
application forms in and paid their fees for 2003.
April 12" is the deadline for membership directory
listings.  Send your applications in now to ensure
continued updates on ATA activity and events.
Don’t miss out! For only $5/adult/year, ATA
membership is worth its weight in gold. By the way,
you may have noticed a new line on this year’s form
requesting your email address. The ATA is looking
for different ways to keep in touch with its members.
Those with email will receive up-to-date information
on ATA events as they occur. Join and/or renew
today!

Upcoming Events

March 16, 2003
Curling Day
Reported by Sue Thomas

Continuing on in the vein of popular winter sports,
the ATA is proud to sponsor its third event of 2003,
an afternoon of curling at the Derrick Club on
Sunday March 16™. This event is open to all curlers,
wannabe curlers and non-curlers alike. Participation
is  $5/person, or watch the fun for free. Rock
throwing starts at 1:30 pm and runs till about 4:00
pm. Bring your indoor runners and join us at the
Derrick (3500 — 119 Street)!

April 12,2003
Celebration of Songkran
Reported by Sue Thomas

A “Celebration of Songkran” will be presented by
the Royal Thai Consulate General Edmonton and the
Alberta Thai Association on Saturday April 12™,
11:00 am to noon at City Hall. The public as well
as various dignitaries will be invited to this
celebration so that our Thai community may share
with them the best of our Songkran traditions and the
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beauty of the Thai culture. Please come out and
participate in our public celebration of Songkran.

This year’s Songkran Gala will be held on Saturday
April 12™ at Parkview Hall (please see ad on page 3
for details). Traditional Thai food, dance and music
will be available for all to enjoy. We intend to outdo
the success of last year’s Gala which sold out to a
capacity of more than 200 people and earned more
than $2600 for our association! As before, the ATA
will fundraise through 50/50 ticket sales and a silent
auction. All contributions to the event, especially
items for our silent auction, are welcome. Please
leave a message on the ATA hotline @ 908-1282 or
call Sue @ 497-1198 to volunteer or contribute to
this year’s Gala.

Alberta Thai Association
and
The Royal Thai Consulate
General in Edmonton
cordially invite you
to

Celebration of Songkran

at
City Hall, Edmonton
April 12, 2003
11:00 am - Noon

Admission: Free
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May 4, 2003
Bowling Day

Reported by Romeo Bruneau

Location TBA

May 10, 2003
Great Human Race
Reported by Romeo Bruneau

2003 J

GFeat )%b

Fruman Race.

At 10:00 AM. University area. 8 km run or 3 km

walk. It's a FAMILY AFFAIR!!! Get some
exercise and raise funds for the ATA.
For further information, call Romeo: 461-2427 or

Sue: 431-8676 or check out their website at
www.GreatHumanRace.com.

Don't Miss!

Curling Day

Sunday, March 16, 2003
1:30-4:00 PM

at
Derrick Club (3500-119 St)

Bring your indoor runners
$5/player
or watch the fun for free
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Special Article

Memories of Songkran

Songkran, the Thai New Year is the most exuberant festival held
nationwide. The Thais celebrate Songkran from April 13th until April 15th.
These three days represent the last day of the old year, the day of transition,
and the first day of the New Year. These are days of cleaning the houses and
the body, days of merit making, and renewal. Formerly one sprinkled or spilled
a bit of scented water over the hands or shoulders of elders and friends to ask
them forgiveness for coarse or wicked speaking. But in modern times these
traditions, which still are held in family celebrations, are hidden behind water
battles fought out for days in the streets of every town and city over the

country.

ATA Newsletter vol. 18 no.1 March 2003 11

In this article, ATA members share their views and memories of Songkran.

% first and most vivid recollection of

Songkran is of my fellow professors and me at
Mahawittayalai Srinakarinwirote Phitsanaloke sitting
side-by-side on wooden chairs while students gleefully
poured water over us. This “wet bum” experience
bonded us forever! However, what was important then
and in subsequent Songkran experiences was and is the
spirit of fun that takes over the countryside. For a few
days people lose their inhibitions and enjoy each other.
And of course, children revel in their ability to douse
adults (just as those students so enjoyed soaking us).

My second memory of Songkran has to do with a
simple question, “Why does Songkran, the Thai New
Year celebration, occur in mid-April?” I have asked
this question to Thai Nationals and Thai Canadians.
Interestingly, the answer has often been, “I don’t
know.” T find it ironic that Northern Thais and an
ancient Farang know the answer... Do you?

Songkran, the Thai New Year, which occurs in the

hot, dry season in April conjures delightful memories
for me. In Thailand, I recall vivid scenes of happy and
excited children, young and old, chasing and dousing
each other with water. In later years, they have
somewhat graduated from ordinary water to a myriad
of colored water. Songkran, in a way, is not unlike
Thanksgiving in North America. In the more rural
areas, younger people pay respect to the elderly by
bathing them and giving them gifts, especially food. In
cooler Canada, the Thai community and their friends
celebrate Songkran with a big party, great food,
singing and dancing, and generally have fun.

Annie Qoraikul

gifty—sixty years ago, Songkran was a tempo of

joy and cheerfulness, the happiness of receiving the
blessings from respectable seniors. Children, lads and
lasses enjoyed throwing water at each other while the
seniors were pleased to see the beautiful and friendly

atmosphere blended in Thai culture. Buddhist temples
would be the most active centers. People came to
make alms, to water and to bath Buddha images and
the notable seniors, to join in playing folk games.

Later, Songkran was formed into an official annual
festival. It was well developed from the past, but the
act of water throwing became rough and playful rather
than keeping a right moderation. Some used either
iced or colored water to throw instead of regular water.
They only looked at the pleasure of the water sport but
neglected to consider the proper way to behave for
maintaining a good tradition. Also, the length of
celebration time was extended from one day to three
days, or even a week which led to work negligence.

At present, Songkran has become a national annual
festival which includes the business and tourism
functions in addition to the old tradition. Some festive
goers have over celebrated to the point where they lost
their lives.

However, it was an ancestor’s wisdom that
established Songkran days for comforting the people’s
feelings toward April’s severe hot climate. The
festival makes everyone look forward to throwing
water at their loved ones and forgetting the air heat. It
is really a new year’s welcoming in a Thai’s free ways.

DPaon-com ﬁo&m&b

9 remember my first Songkran at a Thai party
some year's ago. There wasn't as much water going
around as I thought there might be but certainly
everyone was in a festive spirit. Songkran is like the
beginning of a new year but in the spring. People are
looking forward to a prosperous farming season and a
good harvest. It's fun to be blessed by the water and
good wishes (not too much water). It seems Songkran
brings out the Thai nature of fun and good will that
everyone enjoys and treasures. The April event is truly
a major highlight of the year and seems to start the

summer season.
Ken Qv
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™. Parkview Community League Hall
9135-146 Street, Edmonton
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