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President's Message

Dear Members,

Summer is coming! ATA board members are hard at work planning
and organizing activities for members as summarized in ATA
calendar (page 3). Our biggest and most exciting project, Edmonton
Heritage Festival, in August still needs a lot of volunteers to fill in.
Please come out and join us celebrating our proud heritage and
make our pavilion the best showcase for multiculturalism at
Edmonton Heritage Festival 2003.

Included in this newsletter is a summary of highlights of Songkran
celebration at City Hall and a photo album of Songkran Gala.
This year, we are so grateful that 7 Thai restaurants in Edmonton
have supplied their best dishes to support Songkran Gala. No wonder
dinner that night was the best of its kind.

Along with this newsletter, we have also sent to you your 2003 ATA
membership directory and membership card (early bird applicants
may have received their cards in March!). This year, we have over
one hundred paid members, which indicates the growth of our
association. The Membership card is receipt of payment of
membership dues and gives you privileges to all ATA functions.
ATA still invites new membership sign up. Application forms may be
requested by phoning the ATA hotline at 908-1282.

Recently (May 2, 2003), our Consul General, Mr. Surapit Kirtiputra
had nominated me to represent our community to participate in an
International Business Roundtable that was sponsored by Alberta
Economic Development. The purpose of the Roundtable was to
discuss how the Alberta Government could best utilize the
knowledge and skills of local business representatives who have
background and contacts in other countries.

It was very informative and there were some very good comments
and discussions during the process. It was interesting to learn that last
year, Canada exported approx. $485 million worth of goods to
Thailand (2.4% of total export to Asia) and import approx. $1,777
million worth of goods, mostly food and electronics from Thailand
(3.3% of total imports from Asia). As you can see, there are still
opportunities for Thailand to improve its trade relation with Canada.

Lastly, please let me extend my deepest sympathy on behalf of all the
members of the Alberta Thai Association to Mrs. Beier and Family
on the passing of a great friend to our Thai Community, Dr. Kurt
Beier, on May 26, 2003 at the age of 82. Our Association will send a
contribution to the Canadian Cancer Society in the name of Dr. Beier.

Have a great summer and hope to see you all at the coming ATA
functions.

Sincerely,

Dom Kriangkum
President

Acknowledgement

Special thanks to Sue Thomas, Ralph and Sarinna Klintberg for
article submissions, editorial assistance and critical reading of this
newsletter.

Jitra Kriangkum
Editor
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ATA Calendar
June-August 2003
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PICNIC
at
Laurier Park, site #7

4:00-8:00 PM
Bring along your family,

Edmonton Heritage Festival
2003

Join now and be a part of the Thai
pavilion !!
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ATA Annual General
Meeting and Election of New
Board Members

2:00 — 8:00 PM
at
North Millbourne
Community League Hall
980 Millbourne Road East
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Upcoming Events

Picnic at Laurier Park
June 22, 2003 4:00-8:00 PM

Please see the map (below) for meeting site #7. ATA will
provide drinks, Kao Neow (sticky rice) and Som Tum
(papaya/carrot salad). Bring your favorite dish to share.
Friends and family welcome.

Edmonton Heritage Festival 2003
August 2-4, 2003

As before, Edmonton Heritage Festival will be held at
William Hawrelak Park. ATA has appointed Romeo
Bruneau to be the President of the Thai Pavilion, who will
be working closely with Edmonton Heritage Festival
Association (EHFA) and other pavilions to make sure that
our pavilion is well informed and follow all EHFA’s rules
and regulations. The Thai pavilion will have Chalinee
Klassen as Chairperson of Entertainment Performances,
Somkid Syms as Chairperson of Food Serving and Jitra
Kriangkum as Chairperson of Art and Crafts. The ATA
Board of Directors will work with this committee to set up
pavilion policies, help organize various activities, provide
logistical support and ensure that all operations in the
pavilion are safe and properly run.

At the beginning of April, ATA submitted the food menu
for the Thai pavilion. This year, for the convenience of
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each pavilion and their visitors, the EHFA has decided to
sell food tickets at various centralized stations throughout
the park. Visitors may purchase food tickets all at once
(approximate cost $0.85/ticket or $25 for 30 tickets) rather
than having to line up several times through the day

-!‘ “l

whenever they want to sample a bite of ethnic food. These
tickets may be exchanged for food at any of the fifty plus
pavilions in the park. Any tickets not converted to ethnic
delicacies may be taken back to a food ticket station at the
end of the day for refund.

As before, the Thai pavilion will need lots of volunteers for
this event. Please come out and join us as we celebrate our
proud heritage and make our pavilion the best showcase for
Thai culture ever presented. Contact one of the ATA Board
members or chairpersons on how you can become part of
our team.

Together, we are better!

LAURIER PARK - 2003
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2003 ATA Annual General Meeting
and Elections
Reported by Sue Thomas

Following the same
format as last year, the 2003
Annual General Meeting and
Elections Day will be coupled
with our annual Summer
Barbecue Bash on Sunday August 24, 2003 between 2:00
and 8:00 pm at the North Millbourne Community
League Hall (980 Millbourne Road East) in Millwoods,
Edmonton. On this day, we will begin with business then
proceed onward to pleasure. The Annual General Meeting
will start promptly at 3:00 pm. Once business has been
completed we’ll fire up the grill and begin the bbq bash.
Hotdogs and ice cream will be provided, but other food and
drink contributions will be more than welcome! Bring your
runners, rollerblades, frisbees, balls, and plenty of energy
too as the recreational facilities at North Millbourne are
available for use (baseball/soccer fields, a sandy
playground, and a rollerblade arena).

The Annual General Meeting will commence with the
formation of an election committee from the assembled
members whose job will be to collect nominations and
oversee the elections. The ATA Board strongly encourages
anyone interested in "actively making a difference" in the
Alberta-Thai community to consider running for one of the
following two available Board positions:

1. Vice President
2. Treasurer
Nominated candidates will be granted speech time at
the conclusion of the general meeting, after which members
of the ATA will vote in the two new Board members.
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ATA Annual Meeting and Elections
August 24, 2003 2-8 PM
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The ATA Board is also looking for willing candidates
to appoint into non-elected Board positions. A partial list of
vacancies is as follows:

1 - Director of Activities
2 - Chairperson of Membership Database

Come on out! Exercise your right to vote! You can make
a difference! This is your association!

Information for Voters:
Excerpts from the Alberta Thai Association Bylaws:

"Voting Privileges and the Ability to Hold Office

53. Only Full Members, as approved by the Board on or before the
immediately preceding June 30, can vote and/or be candidates in elections
at the Annual General Meeting. For this purpose the Board shall keep an
accurate and up to date list of paid up Full and Associate Members that
shall be used to distribute ballots in elections and in the conduct of
Association business at General Meetings.
54. Except as provided in Bylaw 53, only Full Members in attendance at a
meeting of the Association shall have the right to vote. There shall be no
voting by proxy.

55. In the case of ballots, they shall only be distributed to Full Members.
56. In the case of voting by show of hands at a meeting of the Association,
only Full Members will be allowed to participate."

"Elections and Voting Procedures

50. Voting on elections to Board shall be by secret ballot unless varied by
a majority vote at a meeting of the Association.

51. The Election Committee shall be responsible for counting the ballots.
Results of Board elections shall be announced at the Annual General
Meeting.

52. The Election Committee may accept absent Full Members as
candidates providing that such candidates:

(a) have indicated in writing their willingness to stand for office and

(b) are nominated by a Full Member in attendance at the meeting."
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News and Announcement

The Festival of Trees
Reported by Sue Thomas

The Alberta Thai Association's

involvement in the 2003 Festival of

Trees has been requested this year by the chairs of the
festival's Tree Committee. This well-attended, popular
seasonal festival is held annually at the Shaw Conference
Centre in downtown Edmonton. This year's festival will be
held November 27th - 30th and will be following a theme
of “Christmas Around the World". An area at the festival
will be dedicated to a display of three foot tall trees which
will be decorated by cultural associations like the ATA.
These trees will b auctioned at the festival's Gala night
(November 26th) and on display to the public for the next
four days of the festival. All money raised from the sale of
the trees will go the University Hospital Foundation. The
Alberta Thai Association encourages anyone interested in
helping make the Thailand Tree the "best pick" of the
festival to contact us through the ATA hotline (908-1282)
or contact Jitra at 461-6510.

Consul Advocates for Alberta Office
in Bangkok

Courtesy of Consul General, Edmonton

“Alberta is missing great opportunities by not having an
office among the ASEAN nations. 500 million people live
in that part of the world, and not one of the numerous
Alberta trade offices has been situated there” states Thai
Consul Dennis Anderson. There are three Alberta trade
offices in China, one in Tokyo, and one in Taiwan; there
are no others in Asia.

In each of the past three years, at briefings held between the
Alberta Consular Corps and Government Ministers, Consul
Anderson has asked Intergovernmental Affairs Minister
Halvar Johnson to consider establishing an office in
Bangkok to serve as a catalyst for trade between ASEAN
countries and Alberta. This year, Mr. Anderson extended
that advocacy to other economic discussions, receiving
support from Consuls representing a variety of ASEAN
countries.

After returning this March from meetings in Bangkok with
Her Royal Highness the Crown Princess, and key officials
in the Thai government, Dennis Anderson said, “Thailand’s
robust economy and stability, as well as its proximity to
other ASEAN nations, make it the perfect place for an
Alberta office. I am more convinced than ever that
Alberta’s citizens, Thailand, and the Alberta Thai
community would benefit from such an office.”

Mr. Anderson has advocated for an Alberta-ASEAN office
since he was a Minister of the Alberta Government, but he
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now feels that it has a good chance of becoming a reality. “I
have had private discussions with Deputy Minister of
Economic Development Barry Mehr, Assistant Deputy
Minister Rory Campbell, and with MLA Wayne Cao — who
is leading the discussions on Alberta-Asia economic
possibilities — and they have agreed to work with me on this
project. 1 don’t see it happening this year, but it is a logical
move and I am hopeful it will soon take place.”

The Alberta Government hosts annual briefing sessions
between members of Alberta’s Consular Corps and
Government Ministers. On the afternoon of these day-long
meetings, Economic Development Minister Mark Norris
holds discussions on economic issues with Consuls and
their invited guests from industry. This year’s meeting,
held on May 2, was attended by the Thai Consul in
Edmonton, Dennis Anderson, Vice Consul Dennis
Laliberte, Calgary Consul Robert Lacey, and Alberta Thai
Association President Dom Kriangkum

aulaﬂmvmmqsﬁwmmu
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Advertise your business

in this newsletter,
Contact Sue Thomas at 908-1282

Description price per edition
Full page $105.00

% page horizontal or vertical $63.00

# page horizontal or vertical $36.75
business card $21.00

TRANSLATORS WANTED!

The ATA has been receiving requests for
qualified individuals to help with Thai
translations (both oral and written). If you're
interested in getting your name onto our list
of translators, please contact the ATA at
908-1282 or send an email to
sue_thomas®@cricatalyst.com.
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Recent Activities

ATA joins the multicultural
Festival at TD Baker
Junior High School

Reported by Buncha Ooraikul and
Sarinna Klintberg

On March 28, 2003, ATA was invited to participate in
“Multicultural Fest” organized by TD Baker Junior High
School in Millwoods. The “Fesf” was to celebrate
multiculturalism of the diverse Edmonton communities and
to expose students to cultural backgrounds of some ethnic
groups in the city.

We (Dr. Buncha and Sarinna) had the honor of representing
ATA and took turns providing Grade 7 and Grade 8
students with some information about Thailand. We
showed two video clips about Thailand. The first one
depicted a day in the life of a school boy living in the
outskirts of Bangkok, and the second showed Metropolitan
Bangkok as a modern city, and cultural activities that make
Thailand a unique Kingdom. These were followed by
several questions from both students and teachers, and the
ATA representatives had fun trying to satisfy their
curiosities about Thailand and her culture. The first session
started at 8:30 a.m., and by the time the second “standing-
room-only” session (combined Grades 7 and 8) ended at
10:30 a.m., the two representatives were exhausted but
happy that we had helped fulfilling an ATA mission in
sharing our culture with the community at large. We
brought several crafts and posters for “show and tell”,
which were highly appreciated by the audiences. As a
souvenir from ATA we also gave each student a bookmark
with his/her name written in Thai and a brochure about
Thailand.

Curling Day
March 17, 2003

Although the ATA's first ever curling day was not
heavily attended, those who popped out to the Derrick
Club had a great time sliding and sweeping
themselves and their rocks up and down the ice.
Newcomers to the sport indicated that they would
definitely try curling again.
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Bowling Day
May 10, 2003

ATA members and friends were out having fun bowling at
St.Albert Bowling Center. Some 30 people ranging from 84
to 5 years of age joined the event. Hot shot of the day goes
to Chalinee Klassen who won the highest score.

Songkran Celebration
April 12, 2003

About 150 people attended this year’s Songkran Gala, held
at Parkview Community League Hall. Similar to last year,
the evening’s highlights included a beautiful stage show
and superb cuisine. Guests thoroughly enjoyed the relaxed
atmosphere of the night which provided them a wonderful
opportunity to mingle with friends and families of the Thai
community.

New to the stage this year was Eua Na Chiangmai’s Thai
self-defense light show. Thrown in among the exotic
dances performed by our stunning local talents, the stage
show was a visual feast.

Talking about feasts, the ATA was fortunate to have the
sponsorship of seven local Thai restaurants at this year’s
Gala, much to the gastronomical delights of our guests.
Each restaurant generously provided one of their best dishes
to complement the evening’s buffet table.

Great food, a great show, and great conversation, what
more can one ask for?

Volunteers in Need!

Edmonton Heritage Festival
August 2-4, 2003

contact ATA Board members
on how to become a volunteer of the
Thai Pavilion
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Songkran Celebration

at Edmonton City Hall
April 12, 2003

sy Ralply Slintbery

Jointly sponsored by the Alberta Thai Association and the Thai Consulate, the
official opening ceremony for Songkran 2003/2546 in Edmonton took place at
City Hall on the morning of April 12. Appropriately, it started outside with the
raising of the Thai Flag and singing of the Thai National Anthem.

Master of Ceremonies, Vice President Dr. Buncha Ooraikul, opened the
program by commenting that we live in a country that encourages and treasures its
multi-ethnic celebrations and citizens. President Dom Kriangkum echoed these
sentiments and gave a brief history and explanation of Songkran.

Special guests were introduced and brought greetings to the occasion. They
included Dennis Anderson, Honourary Consul, Councilor Michael Phair, City of
Edmonton, MLA Julius Yankowsky, Government of Alberta and The Honourable
David Kilgour, MP and Secretary of State for the Asia-Pacific region.

Sue Ooraikul Thomas and the Alberta Thai Students Association then assisted
with Rod-Nam (Water Ceremony). Presiding Elders from our community included
Ajarn Boon-Oom Gosinet, Ajarn Banyong Gosinet, and Mrs. Regina Boychuk.
Three of the special guests also participated in the ceremony.

Thai traditional dancing was next on the program. Mrs. Chalinee Klassen and
Mrs. Wasana Schlitter performed “Thep Bunterng”. The St. Albert Junior Thai
Dance Group who danced “Fon Chom Duen” followed them. As with any Thai
function, these two groups were the highlight of the celebration.

As Dr. Buncha and President Dom noted in their
speeches it is great to live in a country where we can
share our culture with others. Unfortunately, the
audience at this ceremony was largely special guests
and parents of the Junior Thai Dance Group. Other than
Board of Directors members and Thai students, there
were few Thai Canadians or members of our
Association present. Many people worked very hard to
make this official opening to our Songkran Festival a
special event.

Those special guests must wonder at how much
we, the members of the Alberta Thai Association, value
Thai culture when we cannot spend an hour or two of
our time on a Saturday ™ ~ =
morning as ambassadors F T‘.
of our contribution to the T =
Canadian mosaic. A

St. Albert Junior Dancers
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Songkran Gala 2003

Apil 12, 2003
Parkview Community League Hall
9135-146 street Edmonton, AB



THANK YOU
mama‘uqm

Ban Thai Restaurant

Edmonton's Authentic Choice

15726 - 100 Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta.
Tel: (780) 444 - 9345

Al & Supannee Barnett

BOUN THAI RESTAURANT
Uy lny

Tel:(780) 420-0779

10815-Jasper Ave. Edmonton, AB. T5J 281

Re

B & Somporn Gosinel

o & mumi Inilns

THE KING & 1

THAI CUISINE
CALGARY EDMONTON
822- 11 Ave, SW., 8208 - 107 5t
Calgary, Alta. Edmonton, Alta
T2R OES [6|' 6P4
1403) 264-7241 ?;?m-t.\_\-ilzl
ERIC WAH

i Rkl

Stecling Place
9940106 Street
Edmsonton, Alberza
P 248303 o}

Email k_wilai@schuglanct.net

SUKHOTHAI

Authestic Thal Cuisine

MAM
Mansger

@ mTe s ing
1 Tum Nuk Thai Restaurant
AN

10401 Mayfield Rd., (168 St,)
Edmonton, Alberta, TSP 4C8
Tell : (780) 484-9452

THANK YOU
mama‘uqm

Special thanks to all of the many,
many individuals, businesses and
organizations who have contributed
much time, effort, and resources
toward making our  Songkran
celebration a success.
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THANK YOU
mama‘uqm

Alex Chu

Anan and Lily Kaewmongkol

Annie Ooraikul

Boon oom and Bunyong Gosinet

Bud and Oratai Nowicki

Chalinee Klassen

Chantey McKay

Eua Na Chiangmai

Jamjury Hemmerich

Jim Boychuk

Juthamas Gagnon

Kalyanee Jaroonruck

Kristina Syms

Mukda Hemmerich

Nattaporn Boonchaeng

Ngamta Winner

Nim Utawat

Niwatra Klainatorn

Nuanchan Sykes

Nukua Goerz

Pamela and Robert Kriangkum

Parkinee Na Chiangmai

Regina Boychuk

St.Albert Junior Dancers-Kennedy,
Britney, Carley, Elyse and Jenna

Troy and Wasana Schlitter

Utai Tavornkaew

Whan Carton

Royal Thai Consulate General,
Vancouver

Royal Thai Consulate General,
Edmonton

Alberta Thai Student Association and
visitors to the University of Alberta

A&B Gill Trucking Ltd.

Abalone Construction, Ltd.

Criterion Catalysts & Technologies
Canada Inc.

PCL Maxim Joint Venture
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Mark Your Calendar!

2003 ATA Annual General Meeting and Election Day
August 24, 2003

2:00-8:00 PM
at

North Millbourne Community League Hall
980 Millbourne Road East

Meeting and Elections start at 3:00 PM
Potluck dinner to follow
Bring your favourite dish to share. Hot dogs and ice cream will be provided.

Please see page 7 for details.
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