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Alberta Thai Association Newsletter

President’s Message
In this Issue:

Dear ATA members,

First, | would like to welcome our 2011 Board of Directors who took the

President’s Message office after the AGM on June 12. Tommy Harn was elected Treasurer for
) 2011-2013 while Maurice Rousseau remains interim Vice-President as the
Upcoming Events position was not filled on election day. The full Board members is listed on
Announcements page 2. Special thanks go to Dr. Clarence Preitz for his dedication as
Treasurer for the past several years. His high standard of work has kept our

For The Record Association in good financial standing, which is greatly appreciated.
# SongkranParty We did it again! The Thai pavilion won first prize in Entertainment at

« Dharma Session
< AGM & Election
< ATA Picnic

Servus Heritage Festival. With our local talents and the fresh look of new
backdrop, our stage performance was second to none. In addition to the
& Servus Heritage Festival existing foo'd/c':raft sales, fruit c_a_rvmg and Thal bookmarks, foot massage
* Volunteer Appreciation party and face painting were new additions for this year. Thanks to all volunteers

& With the Consulate who helped make it happen.
And please mark your calendar! ATA's casino days are on November 9-10.

Please show your support by being a volunteer! Casino is our largest
fundraiser, the revenue from this activity helps serve members better.

ATA Reaching Out

News Flash
The Thai Center project is now in the planning phase. ATA's initiative as co-
ownership of a community hall with Prince Rupert Community League is
fully supported by the City of Edmonton, which views this concept as a
future trend.

A new initiative for the ATA, which will begin next year, is the
presentations of awards and accolades to members. This is to recognize
the support by volunteers and to celebrate successes of individuals within
the Thai community. Please stay tune!

Finally, we wish to thank Vancouver Consul General Arthayudh Srisamoot
for his visit to the Thai community in Edmonton during the Heritage long
weekend and for the annual funding provided to the ATA.

Sincerely,

Melissa Davis

ATA President
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Board of Directors

President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Directors
Information:
Fundraising:
Activities:

Chairpersons

Performing Arts:

Editorial Board:

Advisory Council

Melissa Davis
Maurice Rousseau
Jitra Kriangkum
Thosaphol (Tommy)
Harnvivattanakit

Darek Kominek

Jim Syms

Ngamta (Eed) Tekauyporn
Winner

Nookua Burant

Jitra Kriangkum
Buncha Ooraikul
Clarence Preitz

Anan Kaewmongkol
Buncha Ooraikul
Dom Kriangkum
Sue Thomas
Clarence Preitz
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Upcoming Events

November 5, 2011
Thai Karaoke Night at Ritchie Community League Hall
(7727-98 Street, Edmonton)
Doors open at 5:30 PM
Food/snack sale by ATA members (call Eed Winner
at 780.463.5479 if interested in selling food)
Cash bar
Admission: members - free
non-members - $5/person, $10/family

November 9-10, 2011

ATA's casino at Palace Casino, WEM
To volunteer, please contact Sue Thomas
(780.497.1198), Eed Winner (780.463.5479) or e-
mail <info@thaiassociation.ab.ca>

December 4, 2011 5-7 PM

A celebration of H.M. the King of Thailand's Birthday
Hosted by Thai Student Association and Alberta
Thai Association

TBA, site

December 31, 2011
ATA's New Year's Eve Party at Parkview Community
League Hall (9135 146 Street, Edmonton)

Doors open at 5:30 PM

Potluck dinner starts at 7:00 PM

Cash bar

Admission: members - free

non-members - $5/person, $10/family
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ACHIEVEMENT

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE THAI
PIPEFITTERS WHO HAVE RECENTLY
PASSED THE ALBERTA JOURNEYMAN
EXAM!

Mr Seksit Rinthachai
Mr Chanchai Zim-Aim
Mr Prasert Lekcha-Um
Mr Sumet Kongsis

Mr Panupun Narchom

Cont. page 9
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2011 Songkran Party

S1MFINT UG

April 9 at Parkview Community League Hall, Edmonton
51638903 U6 WaAuTun 9 tuenau 2011 a Aa1UsTEIANWISAI?
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FALL 2011

AJAHN TIRADHAMMO'’S VISIT AND MEDITATION CLASSES

Recognizing that spiritual value and well being is one of
the cornerstones of the Thai culture, ATA strives to
provide its members and community at large with
opportunities to renew and strengthen our faith in
Buddhist principles and practices. Aj, Tiradhammo, a
disciple of Venerable Aj. Chah and current Abbot of
Bodhinyanarama Monastery in New Zealand, was invited
by the ATA to Edmonton to give us blessings, lecturers
and meditation classes on May 7 and 8.

The ATA rented the North Milbourne Community Hall for
this two days event, which included Dana and blessing in
the morning, meditation practice in the afternoon, and
Dharma talk in the evening. Aj. T. was all that we had
expected of him, i.e., well versed in Buddhism as well as

an excellent meditation instructor, with a great sense of
humour. Some participants carried on conversations in
Thai with him and he appeared to cope well. We had 35
participants on the first day and 24 on the second day,
including some 17 Thai students and seven devotees from
Sri Lankan and other communities. The feedbacks from
those who attended was most positive. The ATA Board
has recommended continuation with a similar event in
future years.

Reported by Buncha Ooraikul
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2011 AGM AND ELECTION
RESULTS

atsuszaudszariluaznanisidande

On June 12, 2011 at the AGM, President Melissa Davis
and Treasurer Clarence Preitz presented the
Association's annual report and financial statement,
followed by a roundtable discussion.

Twenty people attended the meeting, 16 of whom
were eligible to vote. Elections were chaired by
Maurice Rousseau. By acclamation, Tommy Harn was
elected ATA Treasurer while Vice-President (VP)
position remained unfilled. The Board appointed
Maurice Rousseau as interim VP. Melissa Davis and
Jitra Kriangkum will continue in their roles as President
and Secretary respectively until 2012. Directors,
chairpersons and advisory council were reappointed
for 2011-2012 as shown on page 2.

ATA PICNIC

Families and friends enjoyed their afternoon at Emily
Murphy Park on July 17 when the ATA held its annual
picnic .

"Thanks to all who brought in sumptous food and
goodies to share. | think everyone had a great time.
The ATA picnic is one of my most favourite event."
Director of Activities Eed Winner said.

"Best of all, Thai party never ran out of great food."
said Clarence Preitz.

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!

ATA’s volunteer appreciation party this year was held
at the Winners’ residence on August 21. Seventy-five
people were in addendance on a sunny warm
afternoon. On this occasion, President Melissa Davis
presented a plaque and a gift to Eed Winner for
outstanding and long exemplary service to the ATA. A
gift was also presented to Nookua Burant for
providing leadership to entertainment at Heritage,
which won first prize this year at Servus Heritage
Festival.
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2011 THAI PAVILION WON FIRST PRIZE FOR ENTERTAINMENT
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The Thai pavilion at Servus Heritage Festival won first prize for entertainment, selected from 62 participating pavilions.

The festival was held at William Hawrelak Park, July 29-August 1. This year's attendance was estimated to be between
310,000-330,000.
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PUBLIC SERVICE
CONSULAR SERVICES

FALL 2011

WITH THE CONSULATE

THAILAND ELECTIONS
OPPORTUNITY TO VOTE!

Members of the community had the opportunity to vote in
Thailand election at Consulate General in Edmonton on July
22,2011.
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Staff from Royal Thai Consulate General, Vancouver, provided
consular services in Edmonton during Heritage long weekend
(July 29-August 1).
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COMMUNITY
CONSUL VISIT

On August 1, 2011, Vancouver Consul General Arthayudh Srisamoot, during a visit to Edmonton, presented President
Melissa Davis annual funding to support the ATA from the Thai government and also hosted a luncheon for selected

members of the Association.
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FALL 2011
Cont from page 3
ACHIEVEMENT
CONGRATULATIONS!

Dr. Wanwisa Hannok was congratulated by Drs. Buncha
Ooraikul and Clarence Preitz of the ATA at the U of A
Spring Convocation on June 18, 2011 (Top). Dr. Hannok
completed her PhD in Psychological Studies in Education.

Another graduate from the U of A this spring was Krisstina
Syms, who completed her B.A. in psychology (second from
top). Congratulations Kriss and proud parents, Jim and
Somkit.

Glenn and Eed Winner shared special moments with their
daughters at two separate convocations - one at Parker
University (Dallas, Texas, USA) for Anna Marie who finished
Doctor of Chiropractic (third from top) and another one at
the U of A for Pattra who finished her BSc in nursing
(Bottom). Anna Marie was also recipient of the James M.
Parker Chiropractic Philosophy Award.
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Over the thirty odd years of its existence, ATA has evolved
from a social group where most of its activities centered
around getting together and having fun and sharing our
culture with some of our Canadian friends into a fully
fledged community association with a much wider vision
and aspiration. With hard work and determination, we
have built our Association from a few members with very
little money in our account to one of respectable size with
several bank accounts. Yes, this money was earned the
hard way thanks to the efforts of our members and other
volunteers who worked at fund-raising functions such as
Songkran Gala, New Year’s Eve Party and Heritage Festival.
Through the tenacious effort of our Board of Directors, we
have secured permission to run a biannual two-day charity
casino from the Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission.
This has become our major source of revenue which will
enable us to extend our reach beyond the social gatherings
to do more for our members and our community.

Our Association consists of members from diverse
backgrounds, talents, aspirations and needs. Over the
years our community has been blessed with many lovely
and capable second and third generation offspring. These
younger generations will be our torchbearers who can lead
our Association proudly into the future with vigour and
new ideas. Therefore, it is incumbent upon us to shape our
Association in such a way that will attract them to step
forward as volunteers in major activities and eventually to
serve on the Executive Board. The ATA Board has been
hard at work to do just that. We are currently pursuing two
important initiatives: one is to build our own community

FALL 2011

Buncha Ooraikul
August 24, 2011

center in collaboration with Prince Rupert Community
League (PRCL) with the help of the City so that we can offer
more programs and services to our community; the other is
to use part of our revenue to “give back” to the community
in the form of awards, scholarships and recognitions.

For the second initiative, the ATA Board has developed
guidelines for the awards, the scholarships and the
recognitions, the qualifications of the recipients, and how
one could apply or be nominated for any of these awards.
ATA is indeed reaching out to the community, to serve the
community and especially our future generations in a more
tangible manner. The Board is currently working out the
details of these accolades and how they should be
presented. The Guidelines, the Reporting/Nomination
Form, and the Scholarship Application Form that are being
developed will be published in the next Newsletter as well
as being posted on our website. Board members could be
approached for any additional information. Once the
information on this new initiative is published in full in the
next issue, | urge that members start using the
Reporting/Nomination Form and the Scholarship
Application Form immediately so that we can start
compiling data and select recipients. We anticipate that
the first presentations of these awards will take place
sometime next summer. Please bear in mind that this is
the first time we have had this initiative; therefore, some
glitches can be expected. It should improve as we gain
more experience.Q

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
www.thaiassociation.ab.ca
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NEWS FLASH

Introducing...
The youngest member of the Thai Community!

Members of the Thai community wants to extend their congratulations to
Wimonwan and Bounton Bouphasiry on the birth of their first child, a boy,
Wattana (Ice). Wattana was born on April 2, 2011. We wish the parents and
their newborn offspring well.
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The Winner!

Bobby Kriangkum won a gold medal for high bar and a bronze medal for
parallel bars at the 2011 Thai Gymnastics Championships in Chonburi during
August 14-21. As a result, the Gymnastics Association of Thailand has
designated Bobby as a representative who will go to Japan to represent
Thailand in World Championships this coming October.
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New enterprises

The newest Thai Restaurant in Edmonton open its doors to the public on
September 1, 2011. LANNATHAI CUSINE, 7219-104 Street , is owned by
Phlapphlueng (Phung) and Theerayouth Thamwong who look forward to
serving the members of the Thai community and their friends.

Have you ever heard of BADASS JACK’S SUBS AND WRAPS? If not, the
restaurant is located at 8621 109 Street where Melissa Davis will be glad to
serve you.

Halud... sruatuisatuvninaqdiu (7219-104 Street) 2avnads
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'S SUBS AND WRAP
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