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resident’s Message

Dear ATA members,

2012 promises to be a great year for our Thai community.

First, the ATA will participate in the CTV morning show on March 27 and
July 3 as part of a promotion of this year's Heritage Festival. One morning
will highlight Thai cooking and the other will be a fruit carving
demonstration. This is a great honour as we are the only cultural group invited
for two shows! The show time for both days is 8:00 a.m.

Money-money-money! The ATA raised $76,000 at our latest casino event last
November. Special Thanks go to Sue Thomas and all the volunteers who
worked tirelessly at the Palace Casino. This rapid financial growth in
combination with the partnership program with Prince Rupert Community
League promises a bright future for the Thai Centre project (see more
information inside this newsletter).

On a different financial note, ATA raised and donated nearly $10,000 to
support flood relief in Thailand. Thank you.

As a reminder, let the ATA Board know about special events in your lives.
Elsewhere in this newsletter Dr Buncha Ooraikul outlines our awards,
scholarships and recognition program. Don't forget to read it and save it for
reference.

Our biggest celebration of the year, Songkran, is fast approaching, as are
several other activities, including the Thai Pavilion at Heritage days. Your
participation is most welcome and is so important for the success of each
project. So don’t be shy!

Finally, my term as President will come to an end at the Annual General
Meeting and elections day on June 20. Two positions, President and Secretary,
will be filled this year. Our success and future are in your hands. Please help us
move the Association forward by joining the Board of Directors.

In closing, I thank all the volunteers and my Board who help make things
happen during the two years of my presidency. Khob Khun Kha

Sincerely,

Melissa Davis
ATA President

erta

Alberta Thai Association Newsletter
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Harnvivattanakit
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Information: Darek Kominek
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Activities:

Ngamta (Eed) Tekauyporn Winner
Performing Arts Chair Nookua Burant

Editorial Board
Clarence Preitz
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Jitra Kriangkum

Advisory Council
Anan Kaewmongkol
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Dom Kriangkum
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CTV MORNING LIVE
WITH DEZ MELENKA AND ROB WILLIAMS

dhai cooking

March 27, 2012 (TUE) 8:00 AM

SONGKRAN PARTY

at Pleasantview Community League Hall, 10860 57 Ave. Edmonton
April 28,2012 (SAT) 6:00 PM-Midnight

Doors open at 6:00 PM
Food sale by ATA members
Cash Bar
Cultural performances and social dances with music by a DJ
DOOR PRIZES
Admission: $5/person. Each adult member receives one FREE drink ticket.
6 yrs and under —free
Dress: Thai costumes are encouraged
BEST COSTUME PRIZES will be awarded (children, women, men).
Tickets will be pre-sold.
Please contact Eed Winner at 780.463.5479 for tickets, or if interested in selling food

DHARMA TALKS AND MEDITATION CLASSES
by gijahn diradhammo

at North Millbourne Community League
980 Millbourne Road East, Edmonton
June 16-17, 2012 (SAT-SUN)

10:00 a.m. Doors open
10:45 a.m. Dana (Food Offering)
11:00 a.m. Lunch and Blessing
12:30 p.m. Dharma Talk

June 16 - The Buddha's Path of Morality, Meditation and Wisdom
June 17 - Meditation, the Heart of the Buddha's Teaching

2:00 PM Meditation class
3:00 p.m. Tea Break
3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Dharma Discussion; Questions and Answers

Please bring food offering for Aj. Tiradhammo and share with other partici-
Aj. Tiradharmmo is one of Venerable Ajahn pants for lunch. Financial donations will be most welcome. Registration
Chah’s senior western disciples who is very (FREE) for either or both days is required to give us some idea of the at-
knowledgeable in Buddhism and Buddhist medi- tendance. For more information or registration please call Buncha Ooraikul

tationpr.actices. He is re”"q”iShi','g his Abbotship at 780.634.2112, or email buncha.ata@gmail.com; or call Eed Winner at
of Bodhinyanarama Monastery in New Zealand 780.463.5479

and is moving back to Canada, his motherland,

this year. Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
www.thaiassociation.ab.ca
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2012 CALENDAR OF EVENTS (cont.)

ATA’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND

ELECTIONS DAY
at City Arts Centre, 10920-10970 84 Avenue, Edmonton
June 20, 2012 (WED) 6-8 PM
6:00 PM: Annual Report and Financial Statement
7:00 PM: Elections begin
Positions to be elected: President and Secretary for 2012-2014

Only members in good standing are eligible to vote or run for office.

Please contact Maurice Rousseau, Election Chair, at rous-
seaum@shaw.ca to nominate candidates, or if interested to run

CTV MORNING LIVE
WITH DEZ MELENKA AND ROB WILLIAMS

d it & ‘Vegetable Ca'cw’ng

July 3, 2012 (TUE) 8 AM

ATA'’S PICNIC

at Emily Murphy Park site #1 (with shelter)
July 14, 2012 (SAT) 4-8 PM
Please bring family, friends and favourite dishes to share

August —December 2012

Information about these events will be provided in a future newsletter

August 4-6, 2012 (SAT-MON) Thai Pavilion, Servus Heritage Festival at William Hawrelak Park
August 19, 2012 (SUN) Volunteer Appreciation Party

November 3, 2012 (SAT) Thai Night and Award Presentation

December 5, 2012 (WED) A Celebration of H.M. the King of Thailand’s Birthday
December 31, 2012 (MON) ATA’s New Year’s Eve Party

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
www.thaiassociation.ab.ca
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New Launch: ATA’s Awards and Accolades

by Buncha Qoraikul

TA is now ready to accept nominations and/or applications for various categories of awards and
recognitions from members. The Guidelines, Reporting/Nomination, and Application forms
have been mailed to all members in early December and all are posted on our website. Please
submit your reports, nominations or applications, using the forms provided, as soon as possible
so that the Selection Committee can compile and select deserving nominees or applicants for this year’s
presentations on November 3, 2012.

The following is the summary of the types of accolades to be
presented:

. Gifts. Gifts with the value of up to S50 will be presented to
members or their children for their graduation from high
school, trade school, college or university, or when there
was marriage, birth, death, or misfortune in the family. Any
member can send reports to ATA, using the
Reporting/Nomination form, to inform the Board of these
events in the community.

. Awards and scholarships.

2.1. Awards of $100 value will be presented to members or
their children who have been nominated for their high
academic achievements, or meritorious achievements in
sports or career or community services. Members can
nominate deserving awardees using the Reporting/
Nomination form.

2.2. This year, two scholarships with the value of $500 each
will be presented to selected applicants who are pursuing
their education in colleges or universities. Please use
Scholarship Application form to apply.

. Recognitions. Appropriate recognition (to be determined by
the Board) will be presented to Board members with at least
10 years service, Board members who are retiring or have
retired after at least two years of service, and members or
non-members who have performed or accomplished special
tasks for ATA. Please use Reporting/ Nominating form to
nominate deserving recipients.

Please consult the Guidelines and appropriate forms, or visit
ATA website at www.thaiassociation.ab.ca or call ATA Sec-
retary for more detailed information.

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
www.thaiassociation.ab.ca
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Prince Rupert Community League (PRCL)
and Alberta Thai Association (ATA) for a new Center

by Maurice Rousseau

The ATA Board of directors, with
Maurice Rousseau and Jim Syms
taking the lead, are finalizing
discussions that will see us secure
long term building space through
joint ownership of a new community
league/ATA building. The
agreement will culminate with the
erection a new building on city
owned property (near Kingsway
mall) by the end of 2013. (See Map).
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2012 Thai Pavilion — What’s new?

by Tommy Harn

Heritage Festival is back! Everyone
remembers how much fun we had
volunteering at our Thai Pavilion in
the leading ethnic and cultural festival
in Canada. This year the festival will
be on August 4-6. We are pleased to
announce our new Heritage Festival
chairperson, Khun Thosaphol
Harnvivattanakit (Tommy Harn) who
is also our present Treasurer. Khun
Tommy will have the support of
Khun Jim Syms who brings in vast
experience on running the pavilion.

The 2012 participation application

10

promoting the Edmonton Heritage
Festival by having selected
communities demonstrate cooking on
their morning show. We are excited
to announce that we are the chosen
one! Khun Eed (Ngamta)
Tekuayporn along with a helper will
represent ATA on the morning
cooking show on CTV on March 27th
and again for a fruit carving
demonstration on July 3rd. Please
don't miss it! And, Namo Rousseau,
the 12 year old son of Khun Maurice
Rousseau and Khun  Wanna
Saksaranrome has been chosen as the

has been submitted but the site has
not been announced. CTV will be
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ATA’s Flood Donations
Where did they go?

by Thosaphol Harnvivattanakit
(Tommy Harn)

Severe flooding occurred during the 2011 monsoon
season in Thailand and persisted in some areas until mid-
January 2012. This disaster has been described as the
worst flooding ever in terms of the amount of water and
people affected.

The Thailand flood relief campaign by the Alberta Thai
Association began in September and ran for remainder of
2011. Activities included: a press release, President
Melissa Davis’s interview with CTV, donation collection,
poster announcements and donation boxes setup at
various restaurants and public libraries. In November,
ATA hosted “Thai Karaoke Night” as a fundraiser with
all proceeds going towards the flood relief effort.
Another fundraiser was organized by LannaThai
Restaurant in December with 25% of revenue donated to
the ATA’s flood relief fund.

By decision of ATA’s Board of Directors, $2000 was
donated through the Royal Thai Consulate General in
Vancouver. The Board also committed to match the
monies raised at the Karaoke Night and Lanna Thai
Restaurant ($3482.10 and $412.50 respectively). A total
of $7789.20 was sent to “OpenCARE”, a non-profit
organization that primarily works with flood victims in

Thailand. The following is a brief summary of what
OpenCARE is all about:

The OpenCARE Foundation is a non-profit private
volunteer organization registered in Thailand to deal with
disasters.

The name OpenCARE stands for Open exchange for
Collaborative Activities in Response to Emergencies. It
partners with most public organizations such as National
Science and Technology Development Agency (Ministry
of Science and Technology), Nation Disaster Warning
Center (Ministry of Information and Communication
Technology), Department of Disaster Mitigation and
Prevention (Ministry of Interior), Directorate of Civil
Affairs (Supreme Command HQ, Ministry of Defence) as
well as various Non Governmental Organizations.

During the past two years, OpenCARE has adopted a full
disclosure policy as regards its donation account. Each
donation and expense is put on the web so that the donors
can audit at will, in addition to standard auditing by the
Revenue Department (Ministry of Finance) and the
Ministry of Social Development and Welfare.

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
www.thaiassociation.ab.ca
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MONEY MONEY MONEY
(With Thanks to ABBA)

Casino Update

by Sue Ooraikul Thomas

yeb we do have money, money, money -

$76,651.77 more towards our Thai Centre Building
Fund raised at our latest casino event on November
9th and 10th last year. And it is the following volun-
teers who worked so hard who deserve our heartfelt
thanks:

Jim Syms James Gidzinski Tommy Harn

Eed Winner Brian Massie Chuck Mackay
Glenn Winner Darek Kominek Barb Anderson
Clarence Preitz Buncha Ooraikul Jitra Kriangkum
Annie Ooraikul Tom Matty Ken Orr

Dennis Bjelke Maurice Rousseau  Gary Repchuk
Barry Onishenko  Chalinee Klassen Nichidapa O'Hagan
Caitlin Petifer and Kent Saowanee Wongkledgaew
Ladapah Chitnuyanondh Sue Ooraikul Thomas

Starting in 2009 when the Alberta Gaming and Lig-
uor Commission (AGLC) allowed our first casino
event we have moved much closer to achieving a
Thai Centre where our community can meet to enjoy
and share cultural and social activities (see the up-
date on our involvement with the Prince Rupert
Community League elsewhere in this Newsletter).
Yes, we also raise money at Songkran and the Herit-
age Festival but it is the casinos, granted by AGLC
approximately every two years that are our biggest
fundraiser.

Working together we do make a difference as ambas-
sadors for our community and to Thailand and Thai
culture. See you at the next casino in late 2013!
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RECENT ACTIVITIES

A Celebration of H.M. the King of Thailand’s Birthday

by Jitra Kriangkum

Alberta Thai Student Association
(TSA), in collaboration with Alberta
Thai Association, hosted a celebration
of H.M. the King of Thailand’s
birthday on December 4 at Lister
Conference Centre, University of
Alberta. The event was attended by
students and members of the Thai
community  including  Edmonton
Consul General Dennis Anderson,
Barbara Anderson and Vice-consul
Dennis Laliberte. The highlight of the
evening included the toast, sing-along
songs, and slide show featuring the
life and many achievements of King
Bhumibol presented by the TSA.
Despite being a short assembly with a
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small crowd, this was one of the most
memorable events of 2011.

Congratulations to the TSA for a job
very well done!

To apply for or to renew ATA membership,

please complete application/renewal form

(download from www.thaiassociation.ab.ca)

and mail to ATA along with a cheque for your dues.
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RECENT ACTIVITIES
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ATA’s New Year’s Eve Party
by Eed Winner

On December 31, 2011 The Alberta Thai Association hosted a New
Year‘s Eve Party at Parkview Community League Hall on the West end.
Approximately 85 people attended, mostly ATA members and their
families and friends.

It was a pot-luck dinner with members and guests bringing their best
dishes to share. Everybody enjoyed the great food and, later on,
dancing to the music by a volunteer DJ. We cannot forget the game of
musical chairs for children and adults which was immensely enjoyed
by all.

Thank you to those ATA members and Thai workers who helped put
on this event. We couldn’t have a party without the participants and
it couldn’t be successful if we didn’t have volunteers who gave their
time and energy to help. We are very grateful to have lots of
wonderful people in our community.

Hope to see all of you back again at our next function.

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENT

Vancouver Consul-General has been promoted
to Director-General of ASEAN

Courtesy of Jim and Tip Placzek

The Thai community in Vancouver hosted a
farewell party for CG Arthayuth Srisamoot
and his wife on February 19 at Langara Col-
lege, Vancouver BC. CG Arthayuth will be
leaving Canada in March for a new post in
Thailand. Various cuisines were enjoyed. Per-
formances, including a traditional Thai lae
(una), classical and folk dances and several

sing-along songs entertained the 120 guests.
Participants also thanked the Consul-General
for help and support during his tenure and
messages were read from people not able to
attend along with best wishes from Doi
Chaang Coffee, Vancouver Island Thai Associ-
ation and the Alberta Thai Association.
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CG Arthayudh and Khun Apple!!

The Consul General expressed his heartfelt
appreciation to everyone for coming together in
this send-off event for him and his wife. He ad-
vised the Thai community to stay together and
help each other. His wife Apple voiced her
thanks to the local Thai community and how she
had come to enjoy Vancouver and Canada.

CG Arthayudh has been promoted to Director-
General of ASEAN within the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and will be managing Thailand’s partici-
pation in the next ASEAN summit in Vietnam,
very soon after returning to Bangkok. We are
sure he will continue to serve the Kingdom well.
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