Sawadee Alberta

Alberta Thai Association Newsletter

President’s Message

Dear ATA members, In this ISSUCZ

Thank you for your continuing support of the Alberta Thai Association.

Our 2013 calendar of events is now available and published in this newsletter for your President’s Message
information and future reference. In addition to our regular annual events, our new
program this year is Thai fruit carving lessons offered to the general public through
the City of Edmonton. Our first class in February went so well that we have been
invited back again in fall. Similar lessons will be offered to our members FREE of

Calendar of Events

charge on March 24. Please secure your spot by registering today! SpeC1a1 Article

The AGM and elections day on June 12 gives members the opportunity to learn more Bangkok’s Unsung Heroes
about the activities and financial standing of the Association. A New Vice-President o

and Treasurer (two-year terms) will be elected on that day. Please see page 3 on how Recent Activities

to nominate or become a candidate.

The ATA's awards, recognitions and scholarships programs are being offered again this News and Announcement

year to ATA members and their families. Important changes have been made to the
2013 guidelines in order to broaden eligibility to apply. In brief, those who complete
grade 12 or higher education this academic year (2012-2013) may apply for the
appropriated ATA award. Two scholarships (51000 each, up from $500 last year) will
be available to those who attend higher education for the 2013-2014 academic year
(any year in the program). For recognition awards (academic, sports, community
services, etc.), nomination must be made in writing by ATA members. Please consult
the 2013 guidelines by visiting www.thaiassociation.ab.ca . The deadline for
submitting an application/nomination is July 31, 2013.

One of the most frequently discussed topic at our monthly Board meeting was: How
can we serve our members better? The rapid growth of the Thai community in recent

years prompts us to plan for new projects and services in order to meet new SONGKRAN GALA
demands. However, such demands must be accurately identified and it will be best ﬂprl[27, 2013
served if we hear back from members such as you. Please feel free to contact me or Tickets now on sale!

your favourite Board member to share your views, or even better, get involved!

Alberta Thai Association is a non-government, non-profit organization that is
operated by volunteers in which we promote Thai culture along with a focus on
members helping members. We look forward to your active participation and there is
no better time than now!

Sincerely,

Jitra Kriangkum

ATA President
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2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MARCH 24, 2013
(SUN) 2-4 PM

APRIL 27, 2013
(SAT) 6PM-12AM

JUNE 12, 2013
(WED) 6-8 PM

JULY 2-3, 2013

JULY 14, 2013
(SAT) 4-8 PM

FRUIT CARVING LESSON
This course is specially offered for ATA members, FREE of charge.

Please contact Eed Winner at 780-463-5479 for registration.

SONGKRAN GALA

at Pleasantview Community League Hall, 10860 57 Ave. Edmonton
Doors open at 6:00 PM

Buffet dinner at 7:00 PM

Cash Bar

Cultural performances and social dances with music by a live band
DOOR PRIZES

Each adult member receives one FREE drink ticket.

$25/adult, $10/6-16 yrs, free/under 6 yrs

Tickets will be pre-sold. Please contact Eed Winner at 780-463-5479 or Chalinee (On)
Klassen at 780-973-5882 for tickets

ATA’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND
ELECTIONS DAY

at Antique Room, 2" floor City Arts Centre, 10920-10970 84 Avenue, Edmonton

6:00 PM: Annual Report and Financial Statement

7:00 PM: Elections begin

Positions to be elected: Vice-President and Treasurer for 2013-2015

Only members in good standing are eligible to vote or run for office.

Please contact Maurice Rousseau, Election Chair, at rousseaum@shaw.ca to nominate
candidates, or if interested to run.

ATA’S CASINO

To volunteer, please contact Casino Chair, Sue Thomas at 780-497-1198. We will need

about 30 volunteers for two days.

ATA’S PICNIC

at Emily Murphy Park site #1 (with shelter)
Please bring family, friends and favourite dishes to share

AUGUST - DECEMBER 2013

Information about the following events will be provided in a future newsletter

August 3-5, 2013 (SAT-MON) Thai Pavilion, Heritage Festival at William Hawrelak Park

August 18, 2012 (SUN)
September 28, 2013 (SAT)
December 1, 2013 (SUN)

Volunteer Appreciation Party
ATA’s Awards Night
A Celebration of H.M. the King of Thailand’s Birthday

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
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SPECIAL ARTICLE

Bangkok’s Unsung Heroes

Volunteer First Rescuers
by Osman Kitchell

kitchell@gmail.com

An ambulance personnel from Edmonton shares his experience he recently had
with the Bangkok Free Ambulance service in Thailand

There must be a reason how certain
things and events manifest in our
life. Having the opportunity to
spend five weeks in Thailand recently as a
volunteer for the Bangkok Free Ambulance

(BFA) service has certainly been the most
meaningful thing that has happened to me.

It was last April that James Ang, leader of
our meditation group, introduced us to a
coffin donation fund operated by the
Ruamkatanyu  Foundation (RKU), a
reputable charitable organization in
Thailand. Later in August James came
across a British-born  Kiwi, Marko
Cunningham, who operates a BFA service
with an old pick-up truck, coincidentally
under the RKU banner. Subsequently,
James decided that our coffin funds
donated to RKU should go through Marko
instead of an agent who was pocketing
$24 of our $40 gift, giving RKU only $16
(~500 baht). Our pledge to RKU remains at
500 baht and the rest now goes towards
the operating cost of the BFA’s rescue
service.

Marko, who started his volunteer work in
Bangkok since 2000, has been trying for
years to raise money for a “real”
ambulance, which is estimated to cost one
million baht (~$33,000). Knowing Marko’s
plight, James decided to consecrate some
stupas to help raise funds for the new
ambulance, drawing my curiosity in the
non-profit rescue service and prompting
me to check out its website

(www.bkkfreeambulance.com). There, |
found that Marko had written a book

entitled “Sleeping with the Dead”,
chronicling his involvement in the Phuket
tsunami in which he helped retrieve more
than 2,500 bodies. He was so exhausted
that he would take naps or even sleeping
amongst the bodies in the refrigerated
containers during his breaks; and it is said
that till this day the spirits of some of the
dead still follow him and sleep with him.
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An EMS vehicle adapted from a pick-up truck

As an emergency medical provider in
Canada, | was taken aback by the fact that
the ambulance service in Bangkok is
provided mainly by volunteers from two
charitable organizations: the RKU and Poh
Teck Tung (PTT), without any kind of
support from the Government. | couldn’t
believe that these volunteers, besides

offering their time, also provide their own
vehicles as well as pay for all the operating
expenses such as gas, uniforms,
equipment, medical supplies and other
related costs.

| then contacted Marko in September
asking if they need additional help as |
wanted to see first-hand how they operate
without resources or formal training in
emergency medical service. | arrived in
Bangkok during the last week of October
when | learned that the RKU has 12 full-
time ambulances serviced by paid staff, but
there are also more than 200 volunteer-
run  “ambulances” which are mostly
tattered pick-up trucks with only a spine-
board and not even a stretcher, serving 15
million people. Almost all of these
volunteers have full-time day jobs but
spend four or five hours on alternate
nights doing the rescue work to provide a
necessary service that is neglected by the
authorities. They usually park outside gas
stations with the crews listening to several
radios waiting to hear from their sources,
mostly motorcycle taxi drivers, to alert
them of emergencies. And among them is
a radio operated by the BFA.

| was fortunate enough to work in the only
privately-owned fully equipped ambulance
belonging to a lady called Jay, who quit her
management job at a record company to
become a full-time volunteer EMS
personnel. Jay is such a selfless person. She
used to commute on a motorcycle but her
family bought her a BMW after her third
accident, and much to their chagrin she

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
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traded it in for an ambulance so she can
help others. Like all other volunteers, Jay
has to foot all the expenses for providing
the service, which comes to 15,000 baht a
month. So on the days when | worked |
gave her 1,000 baht towards operating
cost. In fact, everybody doing rescue work
at RKU, and I’m sure it’s the same at PTT, is
such a wonderful and compassionate
individual who should be commended for
their big-heartedness.

Marko said the RKU and PTT attend to over
95% of all rescues in Bangkok while the
Government ambulance services
(Narenthorn and Erawan) are responsible
for the rest, which normally involve more
serious accidents and heart attacks. The
two charities (RKU and PTT) are also the
only non-governmental  organizations
allowed to collect and transport dead
bodies and perform fingerprinting and
photographing of the bodies on behalf of
the police.

There were rumors that the RKU and PTT
do this to steal body parts and sell to
hospitals, but Marko said this isn’t possible
because body collection can only be done
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by police-registered paid employees of
each group and the police are always there
to oversee the task. Marko, being the only
farang in the rescue service in Thailand,
takes on many roles within the group: e.g.
as their PR, English teacher for the
volunteers, trainer for first responders and
is often called upon as translator in
accidents involving foreigners, as he speaks
English, Thai, Chinese, Japanese and
Korean. His work has been honored by
both the Thai and New Zealand
governments with meritorious medals.

This stint with the RKU ambulance service
makes me appreciate the resources
available in Canada, which we often take
for granted, so much more, and realize
how lucky | am to be making a good living
for doing a task which those volunteers pay
to perform. Nasal cannula (the prongs to
deliver supplemental oxygen) are never
reused here and we would toss out blood-
stained collars without second thought,
but in Thailand these equipment are simply
washed off with water and reused until
they virtually break apart. | was indeed
privileged to be a part of the RKU
ambulance team and | have already

6

decided to return later this year, not only
to help but hopefully to bring them some
supplies if | can find donors here.

The BFA is a New Zealand-registered
charity since 2004, and although their
initial attention was in Bangkok their work
has expanded beyond the capital and into
other Southeast Asian countries like
Cambodia, Vietnam and, more recently,
Myanmar.

Since working under RKU in Bangkok,
Marko has trained thousands of volunteer
first responders throughout Thailand.
Besides the tsunami, other major rescue
endeavors he was involved in include the
terrorist bombing in February last year, the
2011 floods, bloody political clashes
between the color shirts, Mandarin Hotel
fire, etc.,, on top of the thousands of
accidents he attended to.

So far James’ consecrated stupa pledge has
raised $9,000 for the BFA ambulance, but
hopefully the goal can be reached soon
when this news spreads beyond our
meditation group.
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EMERGENCY THONGLOR TEAM

BFA volunteers: Marko, Osman and Jay are 39 4™ and 5 from the left.
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RECENT ACTIVITIES

ATA’s Fruit and Vegetable Carving Class

nsasuunzaandnua lunyaraniauen

at City Arts Centre, j—”eﬁruary 9, 2013

@ur first Fruit & Vegetable carving
class offered to the public by the ATA
was held on February 9, 2013 at the
City Arts Centre on the South Side.
After many months of looking for the
perfect venue, we finally talked to the
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people at the Arts Centre and they
agreed to let us try out the program
and it went off beautifully. We had 14
people registered, many more than
expected. All of them except one lady
had never done fruit carving before
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but the results were so amazing. They
learned very fast and were able to
accomplish the pieces within the four
hour class time. Every one said they
will do it again if we run a second
class. So we are hoping that the next
class will be sometime in the Fall of
2013.

Thanks to the hard work of our
volunteers, Anucha Taruck and
Ngamta (Eed) Winner for dedicating
their time and expertise in teaching
and sharing their knowledge and
helping to preserve old Thai arts.
Also, special thanks to Jitra Kriangkum
for producing the beautiful step-by-
step booklet which was given to every
participant to take home so they can
use it to further develop their fruit
carving skills.

Reported by Eed Winner
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 2013
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Parkview Community League Hall, December 31, 2012
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The 2012 NYE party was well attended by about 100
people, half of them stayed until the count-down.
There was lots of food, smiles and laughs! The
evening ended happily with sing-along song “Auld
Lang Sine” in both Thai and English. Special thanks go
out to all volunteers who helped make it happen.
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A celebration of H.M. the King of Thailand’s Birthday
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at City Arts Centre, December 2, 2013
§UR 2 funnAN 2012 Db TRaFAFUIAAS

The Alberta Thai Association in collaboration with the Thai
Students Association hosted a celebration of King
Bhumibhol's 85" Birthday in Edmonton, which was attend-
ed by about 60 people. Masters of Ceremony were Amy
Komaratat and Chris Gallant. Anan Kaewmongkol, senior
member, lit the candles, opened the flower ornament and
gave tribute to the King. President Jitra Kriangkum gave a
toast followed by sing-along songs “Royal Anthem” and
“Sadudee Maharaja”. The evening ended with a social gath-
ering and refreshments organized by Saowanee
Wangkledkaew and Eed Winner.
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Ambassador's Visit Makes New Inroads into Alberta

mbassador Udomphol Ninnad

made his first visit to

Edmonton earlier this year
and quickly opened further doors
with Alberta leaders.

The Ambassador, who has spent a
distinguished career as Thai
Ambassador to Peru and in other
worldwide postings, spent two days
in Edmonton meeting with Thai
community leaders and key members
of the Alberta legislature.

His Excellency's message to the Thai
community was clear; he was thankful
for the work the Alberta Thai
Association has done and encouraged
it to continue and expand its activities.
The Ambassador was pleased to hear
that there may soon be a Thai
community centre in Edmonton.
Honourary Consul General Dennis
Anderson hosted a lunch where he met
with former presidents of the Alberta
Thai Association and President Jitra

Kriangkum as well as Honourary Vice
Consul Dennis Laliberte.

Ambassador Udomphol had little time
to relax as he and his delegation
launched into a series of meetings with
Premier Alison Redford, Deputy
Premier Thomas Lukaszuk and Minister
of International and Intergovernmental
Relations, Cal Dallas. This was followed
by a luncheon in the Ambassador's
honour, hosted by Associate Minister
Theresa Woo-Paw. His Excellency and
delegation attended a briefing session
with the Department of Energy.

Generally, discussions with Alberta
ministers and officials involved oil
export/import possibilities. With the
Thai PTT investment of 2.2 billion
dollars in the tar sands and possibly
more to come, Thailand is a very
interested partner in the energy sector.
Ambassador Udomphol also made it
clear that Thailand would very much
like to see oil imports from Alberta.

Discussions regarding potential
agreements on Thai workers in Alberta
and other issues were discussed.
Premier Alison Redford and other
ministers were very responsive to
messages brought by the Ambassador
and his team.

Attending different meetings with His
Excellency were Minister-Counsellor
Narong Boonsatheanwong, First
Secretary Nopakhun Luichant, Dr.
Yothin Tongpenyai, President of PTTEP
Canada and PTTEP Canada Vice
President Chaiwat Sorntirux and
Honourary Consul General Dennis
Anderson.

Following the busy western schedule in
Calgary, Regina and Edmonton, and
after a quick visit to leave money at the
West Edmonton Mall, the Ambassador
and his delegation returned to a snowy
Ottawa. His Excellency indicated it will
not be long before he returns.

g (Welcome to & dmonton!

ludatuassn

Ambassador to Canada was greeted by Edmonton Consul General and
members of the Alberta Thai Association

Left to right: Eed Winner, Melissa Davis, Ambassador Udomphol Nin-
nad, Hon. Consul General Dennis Anderson, Jitra Kriangkum, Minister
Counsellor Narong Boonsatheanwong and Dom Kriangkum
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Thai delegations met with Alberta Government representatives on February 7, 2013. Left: Dr. Yothin Tongpenyai, Ambassador Udomphol
Ninnad and Deputy Premier Thomas Lukaszuk; Right: A meeting with Minister of International and Intergovernmental Relations, Cal Dallas

(photos courtesy of Royal Thai Embassy in Ottawa).
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To apply for or to renew your

TWsmenumeazdaaiaiaaniiu§iineeni ATA membership

English as a second language
Suitable for newcomers, free of charge!

please complete an application/renewal form

(download from www.thaiassociation.ab.ca)

and mail it to the ATA along with a cheque for

http://ifsedmonton.org/free-english-learning/ your dues

http://www.vec.ca/english/8/esl-programs-

edmonton.cfm

http://www.bac.ca/index.cfm?i=13731&mid=5&

dulaglns usasaagaNIan

id=199158

lepnsanuuunady

anllan L7 www.thaiassociation.ab.ca
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Abena
CLASS

7

Having difficulties getting Class 7 Driver’s License?
Please contact ATA’s Board members
We may be able to assist you

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
www.thaiassociation.ab.ca



Board of Directors

ice President Maurice Rol

Secretary Ruenrudee (Pao) Mapol Entertainment Nookua (Pu) Burant
Treasurer Thosaphol (Tommy) Catering Saowanee Wangkledkaew
Harnvivattanakit Media Relation Melissa Davis
Directors Advisory Council
Information Pinyapat Siri-apinan Anan Kaewmongkol
Activities Brendan O’Hagen Buncha Ooraikul
Fundraising Romeo Bruneau Clarence Preitz
Sue Thomas
Editorial Board Ngamta (Eed) Tekauyporn Winner
Buncha Ooraikul Jim Syms

Clarence Preitz
Jitra Kriangkum

Consular services in Edmonton
April 21-23, 2013

at Royal Thai Consulate General
Suite 202, 10544 114 Street, Edmonton AB

To book an appointment, please call 604-687-1143 or e-mail sunan@thaicongenvancouver.org

UFNMINIFARYAT 0 UASLAANUAY

"3/1,417] 21-23 B8 2013

o anunega e ludasiisu
Suite 202, 10544 114 Street, Edmonton AB
smipnanineRnsia ™. 604-687-1143 198 AWNA sunan@thaicongenvancouver.org

Please see more information (in Thai) at the link below:
snanuneazidsniiumnlEn
http://www.thaicongenvancouver.org/cms/docs/announcements/2013/alberta2013.pdf
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