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President’s Message

Dear ATA members,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, it is with great pleasure and excitement
that | announce the ATA's signing of an agreement to join South Edmonton
Sejong Multicultural Centre (SESMC) as a facility partner on September 28,
2013. This brand new 20,000 sq ft facility is located at 2403 Ellwood Drive SW,
and was built by the Edmonton Korean Community Centre Foundation. The
centre serves as the Edmonton Korean Community and also as a multicultural
centre with up to five other cultural groups able to join as facility partners.
Under this partnership agreement, the ATA is entitled to rent an office space
and other facilities such as the main hall, classrooms and kitchen at special
rates. Therefore, most of our future programs and services will be centralized at
a single venue. Please note that this arrangement is separate from the
ATA/Prince Rupert Community League/Terra Centre partnership program that is
currently under negotiation. The 3-way partnership aims at building and co-
owning a facility that we hope will become our permanent home.

On the consular relations, the Thai community was visited by Vancouver Consul
General Komgrit Varakamin and his wife during the Heritage days. The New York
Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) provided us with beautiful banners and
ornamental “Thailand” umbrellas for display which added character to the Thai
pavilion this year. TAT officer, Chad Intrachooto, joined force with other
volunteers to promote Thai tourism at the Arts and Crafts pavilion during the
festival.

The Thai Government via the Consulate General in Vancouver has generously
given us funding support in the amount of $9,375 in the 2013 calendar year. |
would like to thank CG Komgrit for his kind consideration and for his visits to
our community over the years.

In closing, | would like to thank all the volunteers who help build the foundation
of the Thai community; your support has enabled the community to move
forward and we should all be very proud of our accomplishments. We may be a
small community, but | believe our strength is in our members and is unrivalled
which places us second to none!

Sincerely,

Jitra Kriangkum
ATA President
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Upcoming Events

A CELEBRATION OF H.M. THE KING’S BIRTHDAY
At Drama Room, 2" floor, City Arts Center
10943 84 Avenue NW, Edmonton AB T6G 0V5
December 1, 2013
Doors open at 6:00 PM
The Ceremony will commence at 7:00 PM
Snacks and Refreshments to follow

Dress: Formal/semi-formal

Free admission

ATA’S NEW YEAR PARTY

At Parkview Community League Hall
9135 146 Street NW, Edmonton AB
December 28, 2013
5:30 PM-12:30 AM
Buffet dinner begins at 7:00 PM
Adult: $25, under 16 yrs: $10, under 5 yrs: free
Cash Bar, Tickets will be pre-sold

To order tickets, please contact Eed Winner at
780.463.5479
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Fruits and Vegetables Carving Lesson at City Arts Centre

NSAAUUNZARNNNNA LY

On October 19, 2013, the Alberta Thai Association hosted
another fruit and vegetable carving class at the City Arts Centre.
The class of twelve enjoyed a four-hour session with Eed
Winner, our project manager, and Phlapphueng Thanya
(Phueng), our co-instructor. ATA President Jitra Kriangkum was
also on hand to come help set up the classroom.

The organization of the class was well received by all the
participants judging from the feedback from the evaluation at
the end of the class. There was also a request for an advanced
carving class in future.

The display of fruit and vegetable carving at the Servus Heritage
Festival over the years has created ongoing interest in the craft,
and we plan to continue offering a class in fruit carving again
next year.

Reported by Eed Winner
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2013 ATA’S AWARDS NIGHT

Maurice Rousseau

2013 Graduation award recipients

Left to right: Arthur Baser, Prapaphan Butlak, Jonathan Goldup, Thomas Klassen,
Adam Klassen and Robert Nowicki

A good time was had by the 120 attendees at the ATA’s 2m
Annual Recognition and Awards event held at Pleasantview
Community Hall on September 28" The evening started with a
wonderful Thai buffet organized by Association members and
moved on to the formal program. Dennis Anderson, Honourary
Consul for Thailand, presented awards and words of wisdom to
six high school graduates, one of whom received the Boon-oom
and Banyong Gosinet Scholarship. Following this, senior
members of our Association were presented with plaques
recognizing their many years of dedicated service to the ATA.
The evening concluded with Karaoke.

The whole event was a great success, especially in recognizing
members who have done so much for the ATA and for those
moving into the future. We should all be proud of their
accomplishments.

(Please see list of 2013 recipients on page 7) Anan Kaewmongkol presented recognition award to Dr.
Buncha and Annie Ooraikul.

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
www.albertathaiassociation.com
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ATA’s Awards Night
At Pleasantview Community League Hall on September 28, 2013
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2013 Recipients

Graduation Awards (Grade 12)
Arthur Baser
Prapapan Butlak
Jonathan Goldup
Thomas Klassen
Adam Klassen
Robert Nowicki

"Boon-oom and Banyong Gosinet” Scholarship
Arthur Baser

Recognition Awards
Buncha and Annie Ooraikul
Dom Kriangkum (deferred to 2014)
Jim and Somkit Syms (deferred to 2014)
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2013 Volunteer Appreciation Party

IULRENTRUAUBNAIRNAT 2013

Organizations like ATA rely heavily on volunteers to help
make things happen. ATA should be very proud that
when help is needed our members and non-members
alike step forward to make sure things get done. This has
been amply demonstrated at events such as Songkran
Gala, Casino, and Heritage Festival. Over the three long
days of Heritage Festival, for example, one can count at
least 70 volunteers on each day happily working in either
the kitchen or the arts and crafts tent or on the stage, not
to mention those who worked so hard a few days before
the festival setting up the floor and various appliances in
the kitchen, the arts and crafts tables and decorations,
the backdrop and sound system for the stage, and the
volunteer tent where volunteers can relax and have their
meals. The casino event which ran over two days and
nights required at least 30 volunteers each day and there
was little difficulty filling the slots. The Thai contract
skilled workers, most of whom are not ATA members, are
always ready to lend their hands when physical or
technical work is required, or to entertain the crowd with
their musical band. It is gratifying to note also that many
of our youth volunteer their time and service in these
events. It bodes well indeed for the future of our
Association.

That is why the Volunteer Appreciation Party has always
been a joyous occasion when our volunteers can let their
hair down and have fun. This year the party was held at
Blue Quill Community Hall on August 25 from 4 to 10 p.m.
It was very well attended by some 120 persons who were
treated with sumptuous food, presented with volunteer
certificates, and entertained by many who showed their
singing talent with songs from Karaoke. It is the least ATA
can do to say a big “Thank You” to its valuable volunteers.

Reported by Buncha Ooraikul

o ]

faduasAniaaty  annaxneludaaiindasande
pNTaEARAINa1aaNAsluNIA TN LN 54
qalildiaeh Gasiauniladluatntisnanninuesguau
Inel@lfiAuToe AR UIBIANIANY TataNann  Tudn
| d” o & a A a d' o
A TUNUAENTUAINIIUA  UANRLL  YTRINULEDTNATAR
Aasamuflinal 3 U d1iuawaeina wRendngAs
AtNTRsIUAY 70 AWANITINNY TIN9TqeanuENea1ng 119

doaeas@uAn visanisuassunn? mnlidndoamsen

1
o o

Nuuazdnanuineuduitlaen  dausuandluniesinnu
(<1 o A b4 v 1 v o

duaan 2 du 2 Au uazbiesldauatinatias 30 AW a1a1aNAT
20NN TRt IWEaNWEEN  Audunguanglne udidn
anulunjazanlud i lflfaonudaemaerialufnuniaenie
WATINUTNENNT]  sanriannsuansausaiialipaNdns oy un

Wi andnasipsgugnuatuiavinBeulneflfiundasnu

1 al o v (<4 dl ] dl dl 1 [ o o O o
wiwaeniy guaniluniraulauazmediasniiuindsdndnyues
annany seliflueuian  Foswiguall  9UAENTELIANS
v KR @ A v o 1 < =
ananasasaiunuinnaulidlanasynauwiiediusium
TtlndndunAanlszaanugada  Wadun 25 Asnew
FENINNAT 16.00 — 22.00 W, NENITINIUAMIU 120 AU
ananadaslifuilsynatiainsainaniany  IHdniulseniu
amnsgreseauaciasnasalanzaNiy TAeNIsuans
ANTBLADNANIANMAINNTONN eI ANTiaasiaaan-

o ' '

AN NALAFRANIAN

Q

menlag 1ty glina

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
www.albertathaiassociation.com



SAWADEE ALBERTA

WINTER 2013

Thai Pavilion

Heritage Festival, William Hawrelak Park

August 3-5, 2013

Heritage Festival, Edmonton’s largest annual multicultural
celebration, was held over the first weekend of August.
ATA has been participating in this three-day extravaganza
for almost 20 years and has won many prestigious awards
from the organizer. It was our main fundraising activity
until we received permission to run the casino.

This year, under the pavilion chairmanship of Thosaphol
(Tommy)  Harnvivattanakit, with Ngarmta (Eed)
Tekuayporn Winner as volunteer coordinator, Saowanee
Wongkledgeow as kitchen manager, Jitra Kriangkum as
arts and crafts (A&C) manager and Chalinee (On) Klassen
as entertainment manager, we garnered second prize in
food category and made a significant profit despite a
considerably reduced menu and much reduced art and
craft products on sale. The decorations and displays in
the A&C tent received much praise from visitors and the
Thai foot and body massage has gained so much
popularity that we may need to find ways to expand the
service in the future years.

which included lovely

The on-stage entertainment,
traditional dances, kiddie snake dance and Muay Thai
from Arashi Do Club, was a great attraction to our pavilion
as usual and was even featured in Edmonton Journal.
Well done, girls and guys!

One of the main purposes of our participation in this
world-class multicultural event is to showcase the spirit of
volunteerism and unity among our members and
supporters, many of whom are from the Thai skilled
contract workers and our youth group. Looking at them
coming together and working so hard to ensure the
success of our pavilion really makes one proud to be part
of ATA. Surprise volunteers from Terra Centre, Jim Klingle
and Wendy Doughty, who happily helped us sell A&C
products, made this spirit even more special. It bodes
well indeed for the three-way partnership we are forming
to build our shared multi-purpose centre.

Reported by Buncha Ooraikul

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
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La Experiencia Peruana

A Peruvian Experience

Tonchanok (Can) Intaprasert*

uring this past summer I was

fortunate to experience living in

rural Peru for 6 weeks, in a

small town called Palca. It was
through a Canadian developmental
organization, Canada World Youth, aimed
to initiate learning through developmental
work, funded by CIDA. Before I start, I
would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who contributed to my
fundraising prior to the trip. You all played
a crucial part in making this great
experience a reality for me.

The program started with a brief training
in Toronto, with youth representatives
from all regions of Canada. In this
program we had people all the way from
Vancouver to Nova Scotia, making up a
total of 11 people. When we arrived in
Peru, we were joined by 6 more Peruvian
youths with the same initiative for
developmental work. We were then split
into different host families' homes with a
partner. My partner was a Peruvian girl who knew very little
English, and likewise, my Spanish skills that started from
scratch improved very quickly. My Peruvian family
consisted of my partner, Mom, Dad, brother, and me. I lived
exactly the same way they live; showering less than once a
week, using toilets with no seats, eating rice and potatoes
EVERY meal. It was a hard transition but the love and
atmosphere of the people in my family and in the
community helped me really feel like I belonged. The
culture was definitely different from what we have here in
Canada; 1 experienced the stereotypical “Latin American”
openness, zest for life, family bonds and I loved it. I was
experiencing this while my team and I built new “health
friendly” stoves and fridges for 5 beneficiary families, held
multiple English classes for kids in the community, helped
the local youth initiative in the community with their work
on marmalade, held entrepreneurship workshops, held
multiple family/kids/sports day for the community, and
helped our Peruvian counterparts solidify business initiatives

Can (middle) and two of the kids
she taught English

they can take home to their own
communities. It was definitely a jam-
packed 6 weeks!

Some may say that our work around the
community was of great impact, however,
the number of things I've learned
personally through this entire trip is
immeasurable. From things as simple as
my improvement of Spanish, knowledge
of how to build brick stoves and fridges
from scratch, and business/
entrepreneurship skills to learning the true
simplicity of life and the importance of the
word “family”. Over there, EVERYONE
was family. Unrelated people in the
community are family, visitors are family,
and even [ was family. It’s also the
experience of living without ready access
to the Internet or phone that I value. Most
important of all however, it’s the
relationships I’ve built throughout my
time there that I hold close to my heart.
The lifelong friendship created between all
the Canadian volunteers and our Peruvian counterparts, the
brothers-sisters relationship I’ve create amongst myself and
the kids in the community, and the second family that I now
have in Palca, Peru are all so precious to me. Coming back
to Canada with this experience has definitely helped me to
be more appreciative of the things I have in Canada and the
kind of life that most of us here in North America are
fortunate enough to live.

* Tonchanok (Can) Intaprasert is the first recipient
of the Alberta Thai Association’s Scholarship in
2012 and is currently an undergraduate student at
the Faculty of Science, University of Alberta.
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Canadian & Peruvian volunteers with the community kids
after Sports Day
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Our membership

The Alberta Thai Association (ATA) is a non-profit organization located in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. ATA's main
purpose is to promote friendship, goodwill, and understanding within the Alberta Thai Community and Canadian Society.
To learn more about the ATA, please visit our website at wwww.albertathaiassociation.com.

The Association invites new members who have interest in Thailand and Thai culture. Membership is available for single
individual or family class and membership form can be downloaded from our website.
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ANIAN
2013-2014 Board of Directors nssun1sUszantl 2013-2014
President Jitra Kriangkum UIENANIAN  AR9T WATENAN
Vice President Maurice Rousseau o
Secretary Wanapa Intaprasert sagunaNaNTAN 3934 gl
Treasurer Thosaphol (Tommy) \AIIYNIT 9990UN1 BURTLIzIAEY
Harnvivattanakit Lo 4 0
WTTURUN NANS (NBNN) WIEYIIBUNA
Directors Yo o o .
Activities Chilinee (On) Klassen BRNUENTHNEAanNIIN 118U (83) ARALTY
L ) o . &
Fundraising Brendan O’Hagen gerwsanisdhevayy wusuau lawainu
Information Keith Manegre Yo W - 4
RGP [ Tt AR LNUA
Chairpersons e e e o - & .
Entertainment Nookua (Pu) Burant it e wigne (1)) Yo
Catering Saowanee Wangkledgaew Wnihdnaenms @t Junanuia
Media Relation Melissa Davis e w - -
dnthE e dantaTuy N3AN 1A%
Editorial Board - - o -
Wanapa Intaprasert LFTUNENNT 1770UN" BuRzszidsy
Jitra Kriangkum AMIT LATENAN

Buncha Ooraikul .
Clarence Preitz 1y glana
AaLIUT Insd
Advisory Council ,
Anan Kaewmongkol NBnEn BUUF UiMNIAR
Buncha Ooraikul
Clarence Preitz
Sue Thomas AaLIUT Insd

Ngamta (Eed) Tekauyporn Winner

iy glana

1 Insla
9HAN (BA) BNBENT e’
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