Sawadee Alberta

Alberta Thai Association Newsletter

President’s Message

Dear ATA members,

I am very excited to announce the 2014 ATA’s calendar of events. Some of
highlights of the upcoming events include the Songkran Gala (April 5): a
celebration of the Thai New Year and cultural evening; the setup of Thai pavilion
at Servus Heritage Festival: the world's largest multicultural showcase in summer;
and ATA’s Award Night in the Fall. Two new services for members and the general
public are Thai cooking classes and language lessons. Please see inside this
newsletter for all other events and more detailed information.

The deadline for all nomination and application for awards, accolades, and
scholarships is July 31, 2014. The ATA is pleased to offer two scholarships this year.
Please study the guidelines to understand the eligibility. Nomination/application
forms, including the guidelines, can be downloaded from the ATA website at
www.albertathaiassociation.com.

For the first time, the ATA has setup an office at South Edmonton Sejong
Multicultural Centre, our temporary home base. We will be running out of this
Multicultural centre until we have our own building constructed through the
partnership program with Prince Rupert Community League and the Terra Centre
(a non-profit organization helping pregnant teens). Our Vice-president and Thai
Centre Chair, Maurice Rousseau, reviewed the current status of the so-called
“Together Centre” on page 10. Please join me in thanking Maurice who has spent
endless amounts of time in the partnership meetings representing the ATA and
making sure that the project is moving forward.

Moving on to consular relations, please welcome our new Ambassador to Canada,
Mr. Pisan Manawapat and congratulate former Consul-General to Vancouver, Mr.
Komgrit Varakamin, on his promotion to Ambassador to Romania and Bulgaria. On
behalf of the Alberta Thai community, we wish him all the best in his future
endeavours.

A new ATA President and Secretary will be elected at the Annual General Meeting
onJune 11, | encourage you to step forward and get involved with being part of
our Board. This is YOUR Association. In closing, | wish to thank all Board members
and volunteers; they have made my job as President quite enjoyable and have
been the continual key to success. It has been my privilege to serve you and the
Alberta Thai Association.

Sincerely,

Jitra Kriangkum

ATA President

In this Issue:

President’s Message
Calendar of Events
Recent Activities

News and Announcements

Songkran Gala

April 5, 2014
Tickets now on sale!


http://www.albertathaiassociation.com/
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2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

APRIL 5, 2014 SONGKRAN GALA

(SAT) 6:00 PM-12:30 AM at South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre,
2503 Ellwood Drive SW. Edmonton
Doors open at 6:00 PM
Buffet dinner at 7:00 PM
Cash Bar
Cultural performance
Social dance with music by a live band
DOOR PRIZES
$25/adult, $10/6-16 yrs, free/under 6 yrs

To order tickets, please contact Eed Winner at 780-463-5479 or
Chalinee (On) Klassen at 780-973-5882
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South Edmonton Sgjong
Muditicultural Center

Please note that street view in google maps still shows this loca-
tion as construction site. Additional parking space is available at
the church located next to the Centre.

Ellerslie Rd SW

South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre

JUNE 11, 2014 ATA’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND
(WED) 6:00 PM-8:00 PM ELECTIONS DAY

at Conference Room, 2™ floor South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre
2503 Ellwood Drive SW. Edmonton

6:00 PM: Annual Report and Financial Statement

7:00 PM: Elections begin

Positions to be elected: President and Secretary for 2014-2016

Only members in good standing are eligible to vote or run for office.

Please contact Maurice Rousseau, Election Chair, at rousseaum@shaw.ca to
nominate candidates, or if interested to run.

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
www.albertathaiassociation.com
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2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS (conz,)

JULY 12, 2014

(SAT) 4:00 PM-8:00 PM

AUGUST 2-4, 2014
SAT: Noon-9:00 PM

SUN: 10:00 AM - 9:00PM

MON: 10:00 AM-7:00 PM

ATA’S PICNIC

at site #1, Emily Murphy Park (with shelter)
Please bring family, friends and favourite dishes to share

THAI PAVILION, HERITAGE FESTIVAL

at William Hawrelak Park, Edmonton
Pavilion site — TBA

AUGUST 24, 2014
(SUN) 4:00 PM-11:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 20, 2014
(SAT) 11:00 AM-3:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 27, 2014
(SAT) 6:00 PM -11:00 PM

DECEMBER 5, 2014
(SAT) 7:00 PM-9:00 PM

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PARTY

at South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre, 2503 Ellwood Drive SW. Edmonton

ATA’S THAI COOKING CLASS %

at South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre
2503 Ellwood Drive SW. Edmonton

There is instruction fee and registration is required.

ATA’S AWARDS NIGHT

at South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre
2503 Ellwood Drive SW. Edmonton

A CELEBRATION OF H.M. THE KING OF THAILAND’S
BIRTHDAY

at Conference Room, 2™ floor South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre
2503 Ellwood Drive SW. Edmonton

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4

www.albertathaiassociation.com
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ATA’S LANGUAGE LESSONS

U1ISauNI¥INUANIA...

Interested in learning Thai? We can help youl!
Interested in learning English? We can also help youl!
For more information, please contact your favourite Board member or e-mail

info@albertathaiassociation.com

a91nISgumuilng 1s1g08anula

291NI58UNYIBVNNY  1S1NGo8AUlA

TsnRAADAAUAINNSTNNITANIANY 1sD Emﬁia‘[mﬂﬁmémuﬁagﬁwﬁu

www.albertathaiassociation.com


mailto:info@albertathaiassociation.com

tlis Majesty the Ring’s 86" Birthday Celebration

Pecember 1, 2013

Dr. Buncha Ooraikul

e often hear well-
informed foreigners say
something like: “You are

so lucky to have a monarch like King
Bhumipol who devotes his whole life
to the welfare of his subjects”. HM’s
life and work has been chronicled by
world media such as BBC and CNN
and most recently by the History
Channel. The Thais should indeed be
very proud that they have such a
King who is so loved and revered as
head of state and a unifying symbol
of the nation. Under his deft and
loving guidance, Thailand has
survived many crises that threatened
to put the country in harm’s way.

On December 1, 2013, ATA members
and guests congregated at the City
Arts Centre to celebrate HM'’s
birthday, which falls on December 5,
and pay tribute to his numerous
achievements in the development of
his kingdom. The event was attended
by some 60 members and guests
who were ushered through the
solemn ceremony by MC, Dr
Wanapa Intaprasert. Mr. Boon-oom
Gosinet, senior member and founder
of ATA, lighted the candles and
presented the flower ornament to
the King’s portrait, followed by
greetings from Honorary Consul-
General, Mr. Dennis Anderson.
Second Lieutenant and senior

member Anan Kaewmongkol paid a
fitting tribute to HM in Thai
accompanied by an  English
translation through a slide show. A
movie, “Sand Story for King of
Thailand” by Kseniya Simonova,
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
IHV1D9qg0_HY) consisting of touching
portraits of the King and his
development projects on sand
canvas, was well done indeed. The
ceremony ended with the attendants
taking turns honouring the King with
lighted candles followed by the Royal
Anthem and Thai members singing
“Sadudee Maharaja” (Hail to the
King).

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 2014

Nudagilinnaausuillusirasaniannaluaaiuasen

Parkview Community League Hall, December 28, 2013
FUN 28 SUINAN 2013 D ANANLIZINANNITATD
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What’s New 1n the Thai Centre Project?

Maurice Rousseau

he Alberta Thai Association has, since 2012,

been participating in a three-way partnership
program with Prince Rupert Community League and
Terra Centre in order to jointly develop a co-owned
multipurpose facility that is hoped to be a permanent
home for the ATA. The negotiation process that ran
through a series of meetings is now complete and the
preparation of legal document has begun along with
consultations with the City of Edmonton on the sub-
jects related to infrastructure and land use.

The design and construction of the multiuse building
which is also to house the Thai Center will be designed
in @ manner whereby we maintain our distinct identity
and offer programs and services that reflect our mem-
bers’ needs. The “Together Centre” will be located in

Prince Rupert neighbourhood and will be approxi-
mately 25,000 sq. ft. with a projected completion date
of 2016.

Currently, the partners are working closely with the
City and Alberta government in order to obtain various
grants to ensure that by completion date all of the
partners have a “fully paid up” building so as not to in-
cur unreasonable liabilities. That process is well on
track. Further, the partners have set up a design and
construction committee which will become fully active
once we have a signed agreement. We now have a
draft agreement and expect to have it signed over the
next month or two by the partners after they have it
vetted through their lawyers and their respective
boards. The ATA will continue to keep the members
updated as we move the project along.
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2014 Consular Services in Alberta

he Royal Thai Consulate-General will
organize consular mobile services in
Edmonton, Calgary and surrounding
area during May-September 2014. The schedule,
once available, will be posted at
www.thaicongenvancouver.org.

“We issue Thai passports and birth certificates to
Thai children born in Canada. We also legalize
Thai documents.” said Deputy Consul-General
Kamolpatr Pratoomkaew. “Please e-mail
info@thaicongenvancouver.org or call
1-604-687-1143 should you have any questions.
We will be happy to assist you.”
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Board of Directors

President Jitra Kriangkum
Vice President Maurice Rousseau
Secretary Wanapa Intaprasert
Treasurer Thosaphol (Tommy)

Harnvivattanakit

Directors

Information Keith Manegre
Activities Chalinee Klassen
Fundraising vacant

Editorial Board

Buncha Ooraikul
Clarence Preitz
Jitra Kriangkum
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Chairpersons

Entertainment Nookua (Pu) Burant
Catering Saowanee Wangkledkaew
Media Relation Melissa Davis

Advisory Council
Anan Kaewmongkol
Buncha Ooraikul
Clarence Preitz
Ngamta (Eed) Tekauyporn Winner

Sue Thomas
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