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President’s Message

Greetings, ATA Members!

Please take time to peruse this winter edition of Sawadee Alberta; enjoy the pictures of our many
happy members at various events hosted by ATA over the past six months. We have had an
extraordinarily busy half year as we successfully ran a number of projects over the past many
months, thanks to the efforts of my board and our members.

Since the summer, ATA is pleased to have increased the number of educational programs offered
to the membership and the general public. We have had great attendance at everything from
angklung practice sessions and Thai cooking lessons to fruit carving lessons and Thai language
lessons. Thank you to all our wonderful instructors who helped to make these offerings possible.
Some of these programs were offered on a trial basis for the first time through the ATA; our goal is
to eventually offer these types of programs regularly out of our very own Thai Centre!

Regarding the Thai Centre, please see our VP’s update on this project. | am excited that, nearly
two years after starting down this path, we are now nearing the design and construction stages of
this project. We are actively recruiting interested members who have background in these areas
to come forth and contribute their expertise toward making this the best Thai Centre possible!

Since our last newsletter, ATA's regularly scheduled events: summer potluck in the park, Thai
pavilion at Heritage Festival, Volunteer Appreciation party, and our Awards Night (now in its third
year — congratulations to all award recipients!), have drawn out great crowds with lots of fun for
attendees. We will continue to host these events in 2015 (refer to calendar of events for dates so
you don’t miss any of our upcoming events!)

In addition to our regular schedule, the ATA was invited to participate in two shows of Thai culture.
The first was through the Edmonton and District Historical Society at their 18t annual “Doors Open
and Historic Festival” at the Prince of Wales Armoury in July. The intent of their 2014 festival
theme “Many Voices, Many Stories, One City” was to showcase Edmonton’s rich heritage, of which
Thailand certainly plays a part. The second opportunity to provide a public showing of Thai culture
was through the Royal Thai Consulate General Vancouver's travelling stage-show in September,
“Discovering Thailand”. Members of our community came out to participate at all levels, from
coordinating with the Consulate General’s group to performing on stage. Despite a short
preparation window, with ATA's volunteer base at their service, the Consulate General’s stage-
show was beautifully executed and warmly received by the public.

Through the ATA, the Consulate General in Vancouver continues to provide annual consular
services in the summer to our local community. These services are always in great demand and
much appreciated by us, as was their contribution presented to ATA by CG Sutthiluck in October on
behalf of the Thai government. We look forward to continued good relations with their office and
the Thai Embassy in Ottawa; with their combined support, we move closer to our dream of a Thai
Centre in Edmonton.

In closing, Alberta Thai Association, on behalf of our Thai Community, would like to extend our
condolences to long-time active member On Nowicki and her family on the passing of her mother.

Sincerely,

Sue Ooraikul Thomas

President
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THAI CENTRE UPDATE

Maurice Rousseau

t has been nearly two
years since we started
negotiations to enter a

partnership with Prince Rupert
Community League and in
cooperation with the City of
Edmonton. Our relationship
strengthened further when the two

partners added TERRA into the mix.

It will now culminate in the
construction of a $11.6 million
building to be situated on $4 million
piece of prime real estate. The land
is owned by the City of Edmonton
situated just south of the old
municipal airport.

At this stage, we are happy to report
that the negotiation processes have
been entirely successful and that the
partners have reached equitable and
legal understandings which are the
foundations for a series of fair and
equitable contracts. Further, as
partners, we have taken measured
steps to ensure that our
arrangements will continue
throughout the design, construction,
management, completion, and
operation of the building.

Summary of Key Events — Since
three-way partnership has been
initiated

» Finalized a Memorandum of

Understanding between the
three partners

» Reached and drew up a legal
contract between the three
partners (to be signed)

» Formed a new governance
society, “Tower Road
Connections Society”, between
the three partners (to be signed)

» Created Society Bylaws
congruent with the legal partner
agreement (to be signed)

Recent Events — last six months

>

Have requested 'expressions of
interest' for the design of the
building

Have received 7 proposals and
shortlisted 4 architects

Have requested 'expressions of
interest' from building
contractors

Have received 23 proposals and
short listed 5 building
contractors

Have received $191,000 from
the City to facilitate the design
process and our major partner
(Terra) is raising other funds

ATA is committed to
contributing $200,000 for the
entire project plus $50,000 in
reserve funds —mostly from our
casino monies

Upcoming Events- next six months

We will put out “requests for
proposals” for the design and
construction of the building

We will review the proposals,
conduct interviews, and discuss
our needs

We will select an architect and a
contractor

With full funding in place, will
enter into the first of four design
phases with the successful

architectural firm in February
2015

Partners will fine tune their
needs with the architect and
provide input and proceed when
unanimity is reached

» With full funding and insurances
in place, will start negotiations
with the successful bid contractor

» Building completion late 2016

We are entering a critical phase and
input will be needed from our ATA
members who have an interest
and/or background around “design”
and “construction”. We have a
general sense as to what ATA's needs
are and have spent a lot of time
ensuring we were heard during the
initial negotiating process, but now
we need “hands on advice” for the
nuts and bolts e.g. type of kitchen,
equipment, change rooms, stage,
storage, displays, partitions,
entrances, and so on. The input
sought is for our functional needs
and to clearly accent our Thai
identity.

Additionally, although a significant
amount of time has already been
dedicated to this project, activity will
increase even further over these next
18 months to project end. ATA is
therefore not only seeking
individuals to help at various stages
of design and construction as we
move forward, but is also seeking an
active Project Liaison person to
attend meetings and coordinate
between the Board, our Partners, the
City, architects, builders, etc...to
ensure the project stays on track in
the longer term and remains viable.
Given the demands of the task, the
Project Liaison may be reimbursed
by the ATA.

We invite members with these types
of backgrounds, specialities or
knowledge to come forth - remember
this is YOUR Thai Centre as well;
put your own personal stamp on the
Thai Centre by coming forth to assist
so we can make this the best Thai
Centre we can!/m

Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4

www.albertathaiassociation.com
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Upcoming Events

All events will be held at the main hall, South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre, 2503 Ellwood Dr SW, unless
otherwise stated.

Dec 4, 2014 Thu 6-9 pm A celebration of H.M.the King of Thailand’s Birthday
2" floor, Conference Room
The ceremony will commence at 7:00 PM
Snacks and refreshments to follow
Dress: Formal/semi-formal, NO admission fee

Dec 27, 2014 Sat 6 pm-12.30 am An Early New Year Celebration
Potluck, cash bar
Feb 18, 2015 Wed 6-8 pm Annual General Meeting and Elections Day

2" floor, Conference Room
Meeting begins at 6 pm; Elections begin at 7 pm
Positions to be elected: Two Vice-presidents and Treasurer

Detailed information of the events below will be provided in the next newsletter.

Apr 11, 2015 Sat 6 pm-12.30 am Songkran Gala and a celebration of ATA 30" Anniversary
July 11, 2015 Sat 4-8 pm ATA Picnic; Venue to be announced
Aug 1-3,2015  Sat-Mon  All day The Thai Pavilion at Servus Heritage Festival, William Hawrelak Park
Aug 23, 2015 Sun 4-11 pm Volunteer Appreciation Party
Sep 26, 2015 Sat 4-11 pm ATA Awards Night
Dec 5, 2015 Sat 6-9 pm A celebration of H.M.the King of Thailand’s Birthday
Dec 31, 2015 Thu 6 pm-12.30 am ATA’s New Year Eves Party
NANsTUANIAN
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@Gmit Carving Lesson October 19, 2014

ATA thanks instructors Eed Winner
and Pheung Thanya for organizing this
lesson. It has been the fourth time in
three years that we offered this class
through the City of Edmonton.

ANTANY VBIDLAD @mﬂggm umeiua
ﬂmmgﬁy\ﬁ Funz Tdaedhaaunisunzadnin
ualdl Witiyanavialyl afel] tidluaied 4
luszzinan 3 1 Hunpas SAn1agemusnu
upTEmaTus

(Z/ohe First ATA Cooking class September 20, 2014
The feedback was marvelous!! - ALL students wish to

come back for future lessons. Congrats and thanks to
Eed Winner and Saowanee Wongkledgaew for
lending us their cooking talents and teaching skills.

aanpat Eagaunimensinadusfusnidletud 20 n.o. 7
dunn IiFupandagegn - dnBaunaufiesnisnaunn
Bewndnsnlulananiiy aunant veTe0AN ATIAZER Fu
\waf uazAmAganlld Jundaufio wnon Tanmail

@zai Language : Lesson on Demand

The Thai language classes took place at the ATA’s office in
South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre or at a convenient
location throughout this summer and fall. These lessons are
customized to suit each student’s need. ATA thanks Dr.
Wanapa Intaprasert for leading this program.
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The Thai pavilion at Servus Heritage Festival was held during August 2-4, 2014 at William Hawrelak Park. The ATA thanks all
the volunteers and the Thai government for their support. New this year are Angklung demonstration, a new cut-out board for
photo shooting and an honourary fruit carver - CG Sutthiluck Sa-ngarmangkang who started her post in Vancouver last spring.
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The ATA set up a display at the Historic Festival and Doors Open at Prince of Wales Armoury on July 6, 2014. The event was
organized by the Edmonton and District Historical Society, drawing 250 attendants to view displays and entertainment. The
general public learned about the history of Thai community in Edmonton, tried out free samples of Thai food and watched our
ever-popular fruit carving demonstration.

asnaN Winsananu Historic Festival and Doors Open \1o3uf 6 n.a. Ninuun lngiausiingsanisisydnuasinnvesguauing luuasidasusun
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@n Az’r

(Zjle CTV Morning Live, July 16, 2014: Pad Thai Demo by Eed
Winner and Saowanee Wongkledgaew

«
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6> ommunity Qﬁervz’ce Y
ChMlembers Actz'vz'ty

ATA’s founder Boon Gosinet (inset) gave ESL lessons to
newcomers during the summer, free of charge.

A group that wishes the ATA to provide English lessons
may contact a Board member or e-mail to
info@albertathaiassociation.com.

Annual Picnic held on July 12, 2014 at the Emily
Murphy Park was attended by 50 people.

v
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ATA'’s Volunteer Appreciation Party on
August 24, 2014 was attended by about
80 volunteers, including Edmonton
Honourary CG Dennis and Barbara
Anderson. Right: The Thai Pavilion Chair
Dom Kriangkum presented a plaque to
Arashi Do Martial Arts (Simone
Marchand) for showcasing Muay Thai at
the Thai pavilion during the Heritage
Days (Aug 2-4).
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WINTER 2014

Awards X @ecogm’tion

ATA’S AWARDS PRESENTATION

2014 Recipients

Graduation Awards (Grade 12)

Presenter: Dr. Clarence Preitz
Lisa Carton Benjamin Duong
Suttikan (Noi) Kareerat Annabelle Syms
Pakorn Wright

"Boon-oom and Banyong Gosinet” Scholarships
Presenter: Dr. Clarence Preitz

Benjamin Duong

Suttikan (Noi) Kareerat

Sports Achievement Awards
Presenter: Mr. Anan Kaewmongkol
Pamela Kriangkum
Bobby Kriangkum

Recognition Awards

Presenter: Dr. Buncha Ooraikul
Ralph and Sarinna Klintberg
Glenn and Ngamta (Eed) Winner
Dom Kriangkum (2013)
Jim and Somkit Syms (2013)

Consul General Award
Presenter: Honourary CG Dennis Anderson
Thosaphol (Tommy) Harnvivattanakit

SEPTEMBER 6, 2014
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A “meet & greet” reception for the Thai community
in Edmonton was hosted by Vancouver Consul
General, Mrs. Sutthiluck Sa-ngarmangkang on
Sunday June 22 at Blue Orchid Restaurant.This has
been the first oficial visit to the Thai community since
CG Sutthiluck took office early this year.
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Application for or renewal of your Thai ID card can now be done
via Royal Thai Consulate General in Vancouver.
For more information, visit http://www.thaicongenvancouver.org/cms/docs/announcements/2014/thai-id. pdf
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O@iscoverz’ng Thailand wowed the crowd at Royal Alberta Musuem in Edmonton on August 28, 2014. This special production
was brought from Thailand to Western Canada by the Royal Thai Consulate General in Vancouver.
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Have you heard of ANGKLUNG?
No, this is not Thai food. Think MUSIC!

Angklung is a bamboo musical instrument that is widely
played in Southeast Asia. A performer holds on the vertical
frame and shakes to create sound. Each piece of Angklung
produces one note. To complete the melodies, several people
get together and play (see photo page 5).

Every Monday evening (7-9 pm) for the months of December
and January, Mr. Boon-oom Gosinet will guide participants to
practice Angklung. This program focuses on promoting
wellness through music and group activity. No experience
required. No age restriction. And it's free of charge!

All are welcome! Drop-in or register by e-mail
info@albertathaiassociation.com.

What: Angklung Practice
When: Mondays, 7-9 pm (Dec 1-Jan 31)
Where: 2" floor, South Edmonton Sejong

Multicultural Centre, 2503 Ellwood Dr SW
Who can attend: Anyone; no experience required; 5-90 yrs
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