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Alberta Thai Association Newsletter

Editors’ Note

Dear ATA Members,

ATA has been functioning without a President or Secretary for a few months

now. While everything of importance is moving ahead full-steam as usual and

without any misstep with VP Jitra as Acting President (and may be Acting

Q1 Secretary as well!), we cannot afford to function in this manner forever. Our

In thls 1SSue Association is at a juncture where many events are happening that require

decisive and timely actions from the Board and the Chief Executive.

Therefore, it is imperative that members, especially the “new blood”, who feel

Editors’ Note that ATA is important to our Thai Community and is capable of an even
brighter future, should step forward to fill these positions as soon as possible.

Upcoming Events ATA enjoys an excellent reputation among the Thai communities in Canada
and USA as a well-run organization. This fact is exemplified by a recent letter
(7 April 2016) from Ambassador Pisan Manawapat of the Royal Thai
Embassy in Washington, D.C., after receiving copies of our 30" Anniversary
book, an excerpt from which is reprinted below:

Recent Activities

Special Article
“Fort McMurray Wildfire “Thank you for your kind letter of 13 March. It gives me a pleasure to
recall my visit to Edmonton and to witness the Alberta Thai
Association’s solidarity, vision and accomplishment. Your Association
stands as a role model for Thai associations in North America.”

and the Thai Evacuees”

News & Announcements
We all should cherish this reputation and strive to improve on it.

Our biggest annual event, Servus Heritage Festival, is fast approaching and
requires many dedicated volunteers as usual. Under the leadership of Gary
Klassen, many changes are being planned to make the Thai Pavilion function
better and, perhaps, more enjoyable to the volunteers and more profitable to
the Association. Please join us at the annual picnic in early July for volunteer
sign-up. Please check the “Calendar of Events” for the exact dates and times
of these and other events.

Wishing you all an enjoyable and safe summer.

The Editors
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Thank you for your kind letter of 13 March. It gives me a
pleasure to recall my visit to Edmonton and to witness the
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JULY-OCTOBER 2016  Also posted at www.albertathaiassociation.com

July 10, 2016 (Sun)
4:00 PM-8:00 PM

July 30-Aug 1, 2016
July 30 (Sat) Noon-9:00 PM
July 31 (Sun) 10:00 AM-9:00 PM
Aug 1 (Mon) 10:00 AM-7:00 PM

July 31, 2016 (Sun)

August 21, 2016 (Sun)
4:00-11:00 PM
October 1, 2016 (Sat)
6:00 PM-11:00 PM

October 2, 2016 (Sun)

ATA Potluck Picnic at William Hawrelak Park, picnic site #1, (boxed area on
map). Please bring family, friends and favourite dishes to share

WILLIAM HAWRELAK PARK

9330 GROAT ROAD

Thai Pavilion at Servus Heritage Festival

Pavilion site #29 (star on map, same site as last year), William Hawrelak Park
To volunteer, contact Gary Klassen, Pavilion Chair at 780-242-4321 or e-mail
albertathaiassociation@gmail.com

DEADLINE for 2016 submission of award/scholarship
applications/nominations

Volunteer Appreciation Party at South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural
Centre, 2503 Ellwood Drive SW

ATA’s Awards Night at South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre, 2503
Ellwood Drive SW. To order tickets, contact
albertathaiassociation@gmail.com

Fruit Carving Lesson at City Arts Centre, 10943 84 Ave., Edmonton
Registration through City of Edmonton is required.

Award and Scholarship Applications and Nominations
NITLAUAUTARNATURTUTINIA LNATALAT WASVUNITANEY UNALIAIUN 31 N.A. 2016

Submission deadline - July 31, 2016

Guidelines sziiaunng):

http://albertathaiassociation.com/pdf/2016 Guidelines for Awards.pdf

Awards and Recognitions (3197auazines@iag):
http://albertathaiassociation.com/pdf/2016_Special Recognition Reporting Form.pdf

Scholarships (nun1sdnu):

http://albertathaiassociation.com/pdf/2016_Scholarships_Application_Form.pdf
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Upnunanssu nsNHIAN-ARIAN 2016

U8R 10 n.A. 2016
16.00-20.00 U.

JU7 30 N.A-1 4.A. 2016
FUENS  0EN-21.00 B,

Jup M 10.00-21.00 W.

JUIUNT 10.00-19.00 .

FuaNime 31 n.A. 2016

FuaNNmeN 21 4.0, 2016
16.00-23.00 U.

FULEN5N 1 B.A. 2016
18.00-23.00 .

SueNNmeh 2 m.A. 2016
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NUIRENTAUANANEENAS b velszguliug) South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural
Centre, 2503 Ellwood Drive SW

WENAUTNIR LREsRAIRg uazyunsAnsaasdunaANs w valsegulug) South
Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre, 2503 Ellwood Drive SW &s@01insléhn
albertathaiassociation@gmail.com

msdauunzaananaalddmiuyananalil i Ghenfaduines, 10943 84 Ave. NW,
Edmonton @sipsisaulnsamzibauinuunsdniimiu

Consular Services in Alberta Usznid (529L5NNSNIFARYAST

Consular services in Alberta will be held in anundgatvnl o uaswauguedazitalitinimnega

Calgary on July 26-28, 2016, at Juree Thai Place
Restaurant, and in Edmonton on July 30-Aug 1,

&tyas 3xudnaIUN 26-28 N.A. 2016 DU SIUBIUN9YT NELWNAT

2016 at Holiday Inn Express (10010-104 Street UATAANTT UAZTZMINGTUN 30 N.A. - 1 @.A. 2016 T 139LIN
NW). To set up an appointment, please e-mail gaangaullandlngd (10010-104 Street NW) UATIEMNIAY

consular@thaiconsulatevancouver.ca or call

604-687-1143. The 13-digit number on your

Tsauianuneas 13 MANURLTRUse i tuLas1atinman

al PR - =
Thai ID card is required for booking. NNBWA AN consular@thaiconsulatevancouver.ca 38

9. 604-687-1143
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SONGKRAN GALA

April 23, 2016
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FORT MCMURRAY
WILDFIRE AND THE
THAI EVACUEES*

By Wanna Saksaranrome

The wildfires in Fort McMurray

displaced many people, including
several members of the Thai
Community. ~ Many Thai evacuees

came to Edmonton where they received
support from the Federal and Provincial
Governments as well as other
organizations. Consul General Sutthi-
luck Sa-ngarmangkang of the Royal
Thai Consulate General, Vancouver,
assisted by Consul Narat Vidyananda,
hosted a special dinner for the evacuees
at Thai Flavours Restaurant and offered
consular assistance to them. Honourary
Consul General Dennis Anderson, the

Honourable Annie McKitrick, Sher-

wood Park MLA, and Dr. lJitra
Kriangkum, the ATA’s Acting President,
also provided valuable information
regarding government and community
support.

Consul General Sutthiluck stated that in
addition to the federal and provincial
support, if the Thai evacuees need any
more assistance, e.g. loss of passports
or other official documents, they are
encouraged to contact the Royal Thai
Consulate General in Vancouver.

One of the evacuees, Luckana
Sumongkol said: “I was very worried and
confused about the situation in Fort
McMurray at that time, because | was
unsure of what was to come, i.e.,
wondering about my residence, and my
employment.  Nevertheless, | was
appreciative of the support | have
received, especially from the ATA. ATA
members have offered me accom-
modations, clothing and supplies, parti-
cularly from Ngamta Tekauyporn.”

*Photos on page 7

Ms. Luckana is well known because
she was a nurse in Thailand and became
a caregiver in Fort McMurray.
Currently, she is a custodian after she
received an open work permit. She is
currently in the process of becoming a
Permanent Resident.

“I plan to study and work at the same
time, because I want to become a nurse
here in Canada. It is my hope to use the
experience and knowledge I’ve gained
to reach this goal. I also would like to
support my family to come to Canada
as well.” Ms. Luckana said.

| drove at 10 kph on the
highway with fire on both
sides of the road. It was
like a bad dream. When |
finally arrived in
Edmonton, | was
overjoyed seeing the Thai
community come together
to welcome us.

Ms. Chatsuda Nussaya (Nan) described
her evacuation experience as distressing.

“I drove at 10 kph on the highway with
fire on both sides of the road. It was like
a bad dream. When 1 finally arrived in
Edmonton, 1 was overjoyed seeing the
Thai Community come together to
welcome us. We (the evacuees) don’t
know the outcome of this event. Many of
my friends have moved from Fort
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McMurray to Vancouver and Toronto
for increased job opportunities.”

Ms. Nussaya has BA in Tourism
Management and has many years of
experience in marketing in Thailand.
She was formerly a caregiver in the US
before finding employment in Canada
in 2012.

“In the future, I plan to continue my
education and work because I would
like to support my parents in Thailand.
If T have enough savings, it will be
great to have the opportunity to open a

small convenience store in my
hometown in Sukhothai.”
Ms. Patcharaporn Suwannasing (If)

said: “I had to stay in the Fort Murray
airport after we were unable to
evacuate. In my mind, I prayed. It
wasn’t a hopeful situation and 1 was
thinking about my family back home
(in Thailand).” Ms. Suwannasing
wishes to continue her work as a
Caregiver and plans to apply for a
Permanent Residence. Afterwards, she
wants to go to culinary school after
graduation from BA in Tourism
Management.

An Update:
As of May 21, the Fort McMurray
wildfire grew to a size of over 0.5
million hectares. By June 13, the fire
was being described as 82% contained.
(Wikipedia)

As of June 25, almost all Thai eva-
cuees have returned to live and work in
Fort McMurray. A few may extend
their stay in Edmonton while their
children complete school year. =
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Patcharapohn Suwannasing
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Refrigerator Needed!

The Thai pavilion needs a refrigerator. If you have a functional one
to donate, please contact Gary Klassen at 780-242-4321.
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MEMBERS CORNER
NEW ADDITION

Congratulations to proud parents, Tareka Trakulsa and Stanley Laliberte, on the
arrival of their new baby girl, Mali Grace Laliberte, on April 4, 2016.

PDUAAIANNTUALNATALATITDIADINTINT (A41R) ATENAAT LATATUALALA A1ALLRSE N1A

ANANNAUKINTD A.TY.NZA N3 AALLBSA NAEaTuR 4 e, 2016

GRADUATIONS

Congratulations to the Intaprasert family (left) and the Kriangkum family (right) for the graduations of Tonchanok
(Can) Intaprasert (Bachelor of Sciences) and Pamela Pranee Kriangkum (Bachelor of Kinesiology) from the University
of Alberta. The spring convocation took place in June.
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CONDOLENCES

The Thai community mourns the loss of Mrs. Banyong Gosinet, wife of ATA Founding President Boon Gosinet and
mother of Bit Gosinet. She will be greatly missed and remembered for her loving kindness and her dedication to the
Alberta Thai community over the past several decades.

Our condolences also go out to the Finkel family for the loss of Khun Saisawan’s husband, Dick Finkel.
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O Canada in Thai

Alberta Thai Association is proud to present the Thai
version of O Canada. The song is to be part of a video
clip “O Canada in multiple languages” that Edmonton
Heritage Festival Association plans to put together as
part of Canada’s 150 years celebration in 2017.

Don’t read Thai? No problem! A phonetic version is
available just for you! Practice singing today as we will
be singing together -first time ever- at the Thai pavilion
during the heritage days!!
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2 uAwIA1... O Canada, Thai Version

Z@ LAl ﬁmtﬁmﬁmu@wﬂ\um
O Canada Baan Gerd, Meuang Non Khong Roa
ALIMNNENTE (TeNAEIARATUYNIA
Duay Kwaam Rug Chart Piam Sai Leuard Chon Took Lhao
Dnuudlesa magdesdng
Berg Baan Meua Yon Chart Roong Reuang Glai
lanwilenaunsauasna
Loke Neua Glaa Graeng Lae Free
anlnauaslng
Jark Glai Lae Glaai
lo uAwIAN IAazieTAAeANG
O Canada Rao Sala Peua Chart Leuad Plee
wezaae iR Belunjuasny
Pra Chuay Haai Chart Yingyai Lae Free
lo uAwIAN LIdazeTIRIAeANE
O Canada Roa Sala Peua Chart Leuad Plee
lo uAwIAN daze TR eANE
O Canada Rao Sala Peua Chart Leuad Plee

2016 Board of Directors

President vacant

Vice President Jitra Kriangkum
Vice President Suwanee (Sue) Ooraikul Thomas
Treasurer Thosaphol (Tommy) Harnvivattanakit
Secretary vacant
Director of Activities Chalinee (On) Klassen
Director of Fundraising  vacant

Director of Information Services Keith Manegre

Thai Pavilion Chair
Performing Arts Chairperson

Gary Klassen

Advisory Council Anan Kaewmongkol
Buncha Ooraikul
Clarence Preitz

Ngamta Tekauyporn Winner

Editors Wanna Saksaranrome
Jitra Kriangkum

Buncha Ooraikul

Hathairat (May) Krengsamrong
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ferwanisdafanssy 9@ (29) AAnALTY
gonuwsanisdhenigu 99
ferwamarhedeya  Ad wila
dszaufulng urfs AR
ntheheungdai winimil (e) insednla
nasunIsine DI uiineAa

ity glana

AAIUT WG

SINAY ANBIENT JUUT
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AR LATENAN
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Alberta Thai Association P.O. Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton AB Canada T6J 6T4
www.albertathaiassociation.com




