Sawadee Alberta

Alberta Thai Association’s Newsletter Winter 2017

President’s Message

Greetings ATA members,

We have had an extraordinarily busy year as we successfully ran a number of our annual projects and events
thanks to the efforts of the Board of Directors, our members and volunteers. They included Songkran Gala,
Summer Potluck Picnic in the Park, Thai Pavilion at Servus Heritage Festival, Volunteer Appreciation Party and
our Awards, Scholarships and Recognition Night (congratulations to all award recipients!). Additionally, we
hosted an ATA casino last February. We are pleased to announce that our galleries are now posted on the
Facebook Page and please check out our new website at www.albertathaiassociation.com

In this issue, “The Year in Review” brings you up-to-date on the Association’s status since the current Board has
taken office in March. Our approach to the Thai Multicultural Centre project has been revised and is now getting
closer to the reality; it is outlined on page 5. Finally, if you missed the Awards Night last October, have a peek at
who were the honoured recipients this year.

The Consulate General in Vancouver continues to provide annual consular services in the summer to our local
community. These services are always in great demand and much appreciated by our members; as was their
financial contribution presented to ATA by Consul General Sutthiluck Sa-ngarmangkang in August on behalf of
the Thai Government. We look forward to continued collaboration with their office and the Thai Embassy in
Ottawa. We also wish to congratulate CG Sutthiluck on her retirement -

last October and wish her all the best in her future endeavours.

The Alberta Thai community paid homage to His Majesty King o
Bhumibol Adulyadej on October 21 at a memorial service hosted by In this issue
Ratchatham Buddhist Temple in Edmonton. The large attendance was

indicative of the love and respect of not only the Thais, but also many e

others from around the world. On November 9 at the Legislative

Assembly of Alberta, Sherwood Park MLA Annie McKitrick, who is The Yearin Review
also an ATA member, took a great pride in her speech honouring His

Majesty King Bhumibol’s life and his benevolent legacy that will Thai Multicultural

continue to have a lasting impact in the world. Thank you so much
Annie. We really appreciate it!!

Centre Update

In closing, on behalf of the Board of Directors I would like to thank the

Members of the Alberta Thai Association for their dedication and 2017 Performance

ongoing support. Awards, Recognition
Awards and
Happy Holidays! Scholarship Program

Katia Vissers 2828

Vice President
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The Year in Review

2017 has seen significant changes in the ATA
management as well as future direction. At the
Annual General Meeting (AGM) in March, by
acclamation, Katia Vissers and Chalinee Klassen
have taken office as Vice Presidents (2017-2019),
Patrick Lychak and Pakorn Wright as Treasurer
(2017-2019) and Secretary (2017-2018), respectively.
Together, they appointed Directors, Chairpersons
and Advisory Council to form 2017 Board of
Directors. Rex Carey was later appointed interim
Treasurer when Patrick Lychak resigned in May.

Despite an unfilled President position,
significant progress has been made this
year. The Board infroduced some new
changes in an effort to better serve the
Association Members.

The current Board members are:

President Vacant
Vice President Katia Vissers
Vice President Chalinee (On) Klassen
Treasurer Rex Carey
Secretary Pakorn (Top) Wright
Director of Activities Chatdrapond Wangbam-
roongsak
Director of Information Services
Theerayouth Thamwong

Director of Fundraising ~ Vacant
Thai Pavilion Chairperson
Gary Klassen and Rex Carey
Performing Arts Chairpersons
Hathairat Krengsamrong and Pimpa Songsri
Thai Worker Relation
Advisory Council
Ngamta (Eed) Tekauyporn Winner,
Thosaphol Harnvivattanakit (Tommy Harn)
Rinrada Yuangsawat

Montree Puthom

Despite an unfilled President position, significant
progress has been made this year. The Board
introduced some new changes in an effort to better
serve the Association Members.

PO Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton, AB T6] 6T4
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First, Songkran Gala — a celebration of Thai New
Year is no longer a fundraiser for the Association.
The Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission
(AGLC) approved the use of casino proceeds on
some of the “cultural expenses” given that the gala
does not have any financial gain! By doing so, we
were able to lower the admission fee to attract more
members and families to attend the function.

The quest for our Thai Multicultural Centre
continues. With the demise of the partnership
program with Prince Rupert Community League
and Terra Centre at the end of last year, the Board
has developed a new strategy and project. We hope
to see the Thai Multicultural Centre being
established in the very near future so we can expand
our own programming for members and the general
public out of our own facility. This is separately
reported in this newsletter.

The Thai Pavilion at Servus Heritage Festival had
another successful year as indicated by the numbers
of volunteers and attendees and a significant
amount of money was raised. Also we were
recognized by winning “Honorable Mention” in the
category of Arts and Crafts selected from over 65
pavilions that participated this year.

The Association was able to maintain the Awards
and Scholarships Program and hosted a dinner
reception free of charge to the ATA members similar
to last year. (See recipients listed on page 5.)

By mid-fall, the proceeds from the casino held last
February started to roll in. This is a major resource
for our building project and our cultural
programming. There will be a review of future
fundraising strategies including grant application to
the City of Edmonton to ensure the viability and
sustainability of the ATA’s Thai Multicultural
Centre and our many cultural programs.

In the coming year, we shall look forward to
having more members stepping forward to join
the Board of Directors specially in the position of
President. The Association has come so far in 32
years and will continue to grow if the
Membership will step forward to help keep the
momentum going! ®

www.albertathaiassociation.com “
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Thai Multicultural Centre
update

Due to the demise of the TERRA/PRCL/ATA
Partnership, the Ad-Hoc Facility Committee has
been charged by the ATA Board of Directors to
explore alternative facility options and make
recommendations to the Board for consideration.
Such options to take into consideration the time-
sensitive disposition of our AGLC (Casino) funds,
the needs of the Association, both short-term and
long-term and the financial sustainability of any
options. The Committee is accountable to the
Board of Directors.

Facility Committee:
Rex Carey - Chair
Tommy Harn, Past Treasurer
Maurice Rousseau, TERRA/PRCL/ATA
Partnership liaison.

At a special meeting of the membership on 15
May 2017, the Alberta Thai Association
Membership approved the acquisition and
purchase of a property, within the approved
budget, for the purpose of establishing a ‘Thai
Multicultural Centre’ and that the Board of
Directors be empowered to undertake and
complete any such transactions on behalf of the
Alberta Thai Association.

The acquisition/purchase of a property for the
purpose of establishing a “Thai Multicultural Centre’
has been an ongoing project since March 2017.
There have been a number of obstacles and set-
backs along the way; however, the ‘Facility
Committee’” has persevered and the project is
close to the final stages. The property selected is a
Business Condo located in the Nerval Building at
16504 - 118 Ave. Upon the finalization of the

PO Box 66034, Heritage Postal Outlet, Edmonton, AB T6] 6T4
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purchase there will be a period of time required to
build-out

membership will be kept informed as the project

complete the improvements. The

proceeds to completion. ®

2017 Performance Awards,
Recognition Awards and
Scholarship Program

The Performance Awards, Recognition Awards and
Scholarship Program recognizes and honours members
and family members who have achieved scholastic
excellence and or outstanding personal achievement, or
have made exceptional contributions to the Association
in a volunteer capacity.

For 2017, Graduation Awards went to Namo
Rousseau, Robin Wright and Andrew Wright.
The Association provided two scholarships this
year; the recipients were Michaela Thamwong
and Pakorn Wright.

Recognition Awards honored: James and Roslin
(Noi) Gidzinski (Deferred from 2016), Romeo
Bruneau and Khamnang Thangprom, Tony
Burge, Wanapa Intaprasert, Nami Kominek,
Montree Puthom, Maurice Rousseau and Wanna
Saksaranrome and Steve Whitehead.

The Consul
presented by Mr.

General Award, donated and
Dennis Anderson, the
Edmonton Honorary Thai Consul General went

to Saowanee Wongkledgaew.

Congratulations to all our award recipients.®

www.albertathaiassociation.com .j
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