Sawadee Alberta

Alberta Thai Association’s Newsletter
President’s Message

Greetings to all ATA members,

2018 was indeed a memorable year; the Alberta Thai Association realized
a 33-year dream of owning and operating their own facility. The work of
the ATA Membership, both past and present, has resulted in us acquiring
our own facility, the Alberta Thai Association Multicultural Centre.

By December 2017 the ATA Facility committee had purchased a new
business condominium - 207-16504-118 Ave, Edmonton, AB, for $335,000.
The 1,335 sq. ft. empty shell was built-out to our design to meet our specific
needs, which includes kitchen, storage room, office, boardroom /
classroom and open activity area plus common area and beautiful
common area washrooms situated on the 2. Floor and serviced by an
elevator Upon completion the facility was appraised at a value of $490,000.
The build-out was completed just in time for the Open House and AGM -
9 May 2018.

There are 160 parking stalls. The condo fees include condo management,
building insurance, common area janitorial, snow removal, landscaping,
water and natural gas.

2018 was also a busy year as we commenced programing at the “Thai
Centre’; programs included Cultural and Modern Dancing, Angklung,
Cuisine Arts — Thai Cooking and Fruit & Vegetable Carving. All programs
are open to the public. We welcome program suggestions and volunteer
participation.

Wishing you all the very best for Festive Season and continued success in
the New Year

Rex Carey
ATA President
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2019 ATA Calendar of Events:

Detailed information will be announced on our Facebook page and website at www.albertathaiassociation.com

To be announced

April 5, 2019 (Fri)

July 14, 2019 (Sun)

August 3-5, 2019
(Sat-Mon)

September 28, 2019
(Sat)

2019 Annual General Meeting and Elections Day at Alberta Thai Association
Multicultural Centre, 207-16504 118 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5V 1C8
Positons to be elected: Two (2) Vice-Presidents and Treasurer

Songkran Gala at Parkview Community League Hall, 9135 146 St NW, Edmonton, AB
T5R 4L5

Picnic in the Park at site #1, Emily Murphy Park, 11904 Emily Murphy Park Rd NW,
Edmonton, AB T6G 2B6

Thai pavilion at Edmonton Heritage Festival, William Hawrelak Park,
9330 Groat Rd NW, Edmonton, AB T6G 2A8

Volunteer Appreciation Party and Awards Night at Parkview Community
League Hall, 9135 146 St NW, Edmonton, AB T5R 4L5
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Summary of 2018 Events:

For photo galleries, please see page 5 and also check out our Facebook page!

14 April — We celebrated the Songkran Water Festival at South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre, 2503
Ellwood Drive. A good time was had by all.

9 May - Alberta Thai Association Multicultural Centre Open House and ATA Annual General Meeting. The
evening was a social occasion celebrating our new ‘Thai Centre’ followed by the AGM business and election of the
associations Board of Directors.

15 July — The Pot-Luck Picnic in the Park at Emily Murphy Park, was well attended; members and friends enjoyed
great food fun and games (80 attendants).

4-6 August — Edmonton Heritage Festival at William Hawrelak Park. Great volunteer participation contributed to
another very successful and profitable event earning $27,648.

5-6 August — Thai Government Consular Services at Alberta Thai Association Multicultural Centre, 207-16504 —
118 Avenue

2-3 September - AGLC Casino Event at Yellowhead Casino was well supported by some 40 volunteers. The Casino
event is the major source of income to support our programs.

22 September — The Annual ATA Scholarship and Awards Night and Volunteer Appreciation Party at South
Edmonton Sejong Multicultural Centre was a great success thanks to the dedication and hard work of all the
volunteers.

9 December — Thai Centre Blessing Ceremony
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2018 ATA Picnic

o "
2018 Thai Pavilion at Edmonton Heritage Festival

Alberta Thai Association 207-16405 118 Avenue NW, Edmonton AB T5V 1C8 www.albertathaiassociation.com
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ATA Volunteer Recognition

Most ATA events involve teamwork to ensure success. All events start with a “Planning Team” who work out
the details and assign tasks.

The “Catering Team’ is very important as it plans menus, prepares and serves wonderful Thai dishes (eating is
of course a favourite Thai pastime!). Catering to Songkran, Picnic-in-the-Park, Recognition and Awards Night,
AGM and other meetings.

The ‘Support Team’ consist of volunteers that set-up, decorate and prepare the venues and clean up after the
event, this includes the many volunteers that manage these tasks at the Heritage Festival Thai Pavilion.

The “Heritage Festival Team’ consists of several groups working in harmony over a period of one week;
building and setting up the Thai Pavilion including the Dance Performance stage, the Kitchen and serving areas
and the Arts and Crafts Presentation and Sales Pavilion.

The “Thai Massage Team’ consists of an energetic group of professional Masseuses that provide a welcome
service to festival clientele and a great source of income for ATA.

The ‘Culinary Arts Team’ (Fruit & Vegetable Carving and Thai Cooking) are a very skilled and talented group
that create authentic Thai Cuisine and the most stunning artistic displays that draw large crowds and are
considered to be the most photographed displays in the Heritage Festival.

The “Thai Traditional Dance Team’ consists of a group of very talented dancers, of a skill level probably
unrivalled in Canada. Their schedule is arduous as they perform a 30 minute set every hour throughout the 3-
day festival. Their performances are popular and enthusiastically applauded.

The ‘Heritage Festival Food Service Team’ perform a mammoth task preparing, cooking, serving and selling
in excess of 7,500 food and beverage servings over the 3-day festival. Food sales account for the major source
of income from the festival. The total Heritage Festival income for this year was approximately $27,648.77; a
record I believe.

The “Casino Fund Raising Event Team’ consists of about 40 volunteers that comes together every other year
to run a two-day casino event that operate until 3 AM in the morning each day. Long hours, but worthwhile as
the casino event earns us around $70,000.

Now that we have the ‘Thai Centre’, the ‘Programing Team’ have conducted and offered classes in Social
Dance, Angklung, Thai Cooking and Fruit & Vegetable Carving. Additional program opportunities will be
developed and offered over time.

The Board of Directors wish to thank you all for your dedicated volunteer service that fulfill our mandate to
share the Thai Culture with community at large.
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List of the 2018 award and scholarship recipients:

Performance Awards Recipients - Presented by Mr. Anan Kaewmongkol

University Graduation: Arthur Baser, Buddy Nowicki

High School Graduation and Outstanding Achievement: Christopher Duong, Nicholas Duong
Outstanding Achievement (Music and Sport): Elizabeth Thomas

Boon-oom and Bunyong Gosinet Scholarship Award - Presented by Mr. Boon-oom Gosinet
2018 Recipients: Christopher Duong, Nicholas Duong,

Recognition Awards - Presented by Dr. Jitra Kriangkum

Rex & Orawan Carey Sommai Nanta Komonpan Sommakettarin
Larp & Ladapah Chitnuyanondh Sue Ooraikul Thomas Pimpa Songsri
Hathairat Krengsamrong Prakong Rittichaiwattiwong Prajet & Pimpaploy Thitajalee

Consul General Award - Presented by Edmonton Honourary Consul General, Dr. Dennis Anderson
2018 Recipient: Rex Carey

2018 Awards Recipients
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2018 ATA Programming

Program

Description

Date

Instructor(s)

Social Dance
Angklung Practice

Fruit Carving

Thai Cooking

Wellness/group activities
Wellness/group activities
Workshop I (6 hrs)

Workshop II (6 hrs)
Introductory (3 hrs)

Authentic Thai Cooking:
Cook and Eat (4 hrs)

Wed, June 6-July 18, 7-9pm
Sun, Jun 10-24, 2-4pm

Mon-Tue Sep 10-11, 6-9pm
Mon-Tue Oct 15-16, 6-9pm
Sun Oct 21, 2-5pm &

Sun Nov 4, 2-5pm

Sun Sep 30, 1-5pm

Boon-oom Gosinet
Boon-oom Gosinet

Ngamta Tekauyporn

Ngamta Tekauyporn
& Pinyapat Siri-apinan
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News and Announcements
Y1uUaz1/sen A

Ambassador Visit

On June 28, 2018, His Excellency Mr. Maris Sangiampongsa, Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Thailand to Canada and his family hosted a reception dinner at Bua
Thai Restaurant. The new Ambassador was visiting Western Canada on
Government business and was very interested in meeting with the ATA Board
and Members. He was most impressed with our achievements and future
direction.
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Consul General Visit and Consular Services in Edmonton

On May 17 2018, the ATA had the honour of receiving the Royal Thai Consul
General to Vancouver, Mr. Nontawat Chandrtri and Consulate staff member
Mr. Somsak Khotsing at a reception dinner. Prior to the dinner the Consul
General and staff visited the new Alberta Thai Association Multicultural
Centre; they were most impressed with the facility and enthusiastic about the
programing opportunities that it offers the ATA and the community at large
in the future. CG Nontawat and his staff visited us again during the August
long weekend to provide consular services (4-5 August) at the ATA Thai
Centre. They also had an opportunity to visit the Thai Pavilion at the
Edmonton Heritage Festival; they were very impressed with the Thai Pavilion
and the overall multicultural festival. The Consul General praised the efforts
and success of the ATA and presented a cheque on behalf of the Royal Thai
Government for the sum of $2,500.

CG Nontawat Chandrtri
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Honourary Consul General Dennis Anderson received an Honourary Doctor of Laws Degree

At the 2017 Spring convocation, the University of Alberta granted Honourary Consul
General Dennis Anderson an Honourary Doctor of Laws Degree. The ceremony took
place at Northern Jubilee Auditorium on June 15.

On behalf of the Thai community, we congratulate Dr. Anderson for his achievements
and for receiving one of the highest honours from the U of A.

o Founding Chair, Alberta Alliance on Mental Health and Mental Illness: uniting all provincial mental health
not-for-profit organizations and mental health professional organizations in advocacy

Founding Chair, Lieutenant Governor's Circle on Mental Health and Addictions

Founder of the Chimo Project on animal-assisted therapy

Former Alberta President of the Canadian Mental Health Association and a national executive member
Co-Chair of the Alberta Hospital Implementation Committee

Leader in promoting mental health interests in the criminal justice system as Police Commissioner and Chair of
Alberta Police Commissions organization

Honourary Consul General for Thailand and Trade Advisor

14-year member of the Alberta Legislature and Cabinet Minister of several departments

Awarded the Caring Canadian Award, the C.M. Hinks Award and others for work in mental health
Received an Honorary Doctorate of Law from the University of Alberta in 2017.

Hon. CG Dennis Anderson
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In Memoriam AIEIAIINDIAE...
Sincere condolences to Members, Families and Friends 2aUAMIANNIAElAUAANENUAZATELASITDIERINAL
Dr. Clarence Preitz - February 18,1927 - May 30 2018 ng. AR IS4 18 NW. 1927 — 30 WA. 2018
Annie Ooraikul waufl glana
Katia Vissers’s Father-in-law AOWRTBIAHAMAN T FTites
Dennis Anderson’s Mother ADULNTRINAN. LAUTA LonBTAU
Nami Komenek’s Father AUNaI8IAMUN Tatiiua
Jim-Nara Boychuk’s Son-in-law QNIYBIBIAMUAN-UI LaedA
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