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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Best wishes to all; hope you are doing well and
enjoying the post-Covid freedom to the full!

Since the last Newsletter (2023 Summer Sawadee
Alberta) the ATA has gone through a lot of
stressful events, most notably the resignation of
President Rex Carey on August 1, 2023 due to ill
health. Rex has done so much for the Association,
especially the acquisition and development of the
Thai Multicultural Centre which has become a
much-used office, classrooms and meeting place.
Rex and his family have moved to Thailand and we all wish for Rex’s full
recovery amidst excellent care from his family and Thailand’s well-respected
healthcare system.

The Royal Thai Consulate-General in Vancouver came to provide consular

President: Buncha Ooraikul . . . .
Vice President:  Nami (Rampun) Numgongdee services at the Thai Multicultural Centre during July 21-23, 2023. The ATA
Treasurer: Ngamta Tekauyporn Board of Directors hosted a dinner catered by Thai Corner Restaurant and
Secretary: Wanna Saksaranrome L
i Bakery for the Consular team, which included Deputy Consul-General Jumpoth
Directors: Chawang, Consul Sukarawan (Lily) Khumrungroj and staff on July 20 at the Thai
Activities Chatdrapond Wangbamroongsak . . . - .
Fundraising:  Nichapat Chitpraphan Centre. The services were highly appreciated by those living in Edmonton and
Information: Firdaus Khambatta

Chairpersons:

surrounding areas who needed passport renewal.

Casino Sue Thomas The Edmonton Heritage Festival 2023, August 5-7, has come and gone and ATA
. Hathairat Krengsamrong wishes to thank all the volunteers who worked so hard to make the event a
Music Jirapa Bunnag

Programming

Ladarat Ooraikul
Jitra Kriangkum

Sports and Recreation Marty Bester

Awards and Scholarships Selection Committee:

Editors:

Anan Limsombutanan
Ngamta Tekauyporn
Buncha Ooraikul

Ladarat Ooraikul
Buncha Ooraikul
Jitra kriangkum

success. There were many challenges we had to deal with, starting with the
new relatively unknown location due to the closure of Hawrelak Park for
renovation. Then we had to try to find a new pavilion chair to run the Thai
pavilion. Khun Jel Rasri stepped up to accept the challenges. She brought with
her promises to take Thai pavilion to a new height with expanded menu for
the food tent from three to five, invitation of the Chulalongkorn University
music and dance team to help with the stage performances, requests to Thai
restaurants and massage clinics to send volunteers to help with food

(cont. page 3)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (cont.from page 1)

preparations and massage, etc. The results were mixed
but we learned many valuable lessons that will help us
plan and perform better in future years.

ATA hosted the Volunteers Appreciation and Awards
Night on September 16 at Blue Quill Community League
Hall. There were about 80 volunteers, family and friends
attending the event, including 13 awardees consisting of
three school and university graduates, two outstanding
achievements, three scholarship recipients, four
recognition awards and one President Award (Details on
page 7). The Night ended with social dances enjoyed by
many.

We have just completed our Casino Event (September
26-27) at the Pure Casino organized by Sue Ooraikul
Thomas. As usual, many volunteers stepped forward to
help work the three shifts each day. This is our biggest
fundraising event without which we would have great
difficulties running our office, programs and some
events, all of which require a great deal of expenses.

| would like to end this message with a plea. Our
membership has declined considerably, due mainly to

the non-renewal of many old members and low number
of new applications. We offer free first year membership
for new applicants, and our membership fees have
remained the same over the years. We also lose a very
valuable pool of volunteers as some Thai workers moved
away to other locations or returned to Thailand. ATA
badly needs both new members and more volunteers to
run the Association and help with events. We expect the
Annual General Meeting on March 16, 2024 to elect new
President and new Secretary. We need new blood to
revitalize the Association which, we believe, is a valuable
vehicle to help our Thai community, our newcomers and
to preserve the tie between our next generations and
their Thai heritage. Please come forward and help the
Association perform its tasks by becoming members and
volunteers.

Thank you,

Burcho Qeraikul,

ATA President

Yo' he drunited)!
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND ELECTIONS DAY

Saturday March 16, 2024
AT THE ATA THAI CENTRE, #207, 16504 118 AveNUE NW, EDMONTON

6:30 PM DOOR OPENS FOR REGISTRATION

7:00 PM MEETING BEGINS (ANNUAL REPORT, FINANCIAL REPORT, Q/A)

8:00 PM ELECTIONS BEGIN

POSITIONS TO BE ELECTED: PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY FOR 2024-2026 TERM
Only members in good standing can nominate, vote or run for office
To find out your current membership status or submit a nomination, please send an email to

albertathaiassociation@gmail.com
Refreshment and light snack will be served, courtesy of the Alberta Thai Association
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RECENT ACTIVITIES

The ATA GoLF TOURNAMENT was held on Jun 25, 2023 at Eagle Rock Golf Course in Leduc, AB. Twenty-eight
golfers from Edmonton, Calgary and the surrounding areas participated in the event.
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ATA PortLucK PicNIc was held on July 16, 2023 at North Millbourne Community Hall.
alialszatlrnsaunng SpTUEHa3UA 16 nA. 2023 71 North Millbourne Community Hall



RECENT ACTIVITIES

THAI PAVILION AT EDMONTON HERITAGE FESTIVAL (EHF)

Date: August 5-7, 2023 Chulalongkorn University performed at Menu: Pad Thai, $7; Beef Massaman
the Thai Pavilion Curry on Rice, $8; Chicken Satay served
with Peanut Sauce and Cucumber

Location: Exhibition Lands and Borden

Park; Thai pavilion is located at site No. of Pavilions: 65 (Edmonton Heritage ) )

#40, West Lot Festival 2023 guide | CTV News) Salad, $5; Mango Sticky Rice, $5 (Best
seller!); Thai Iced Tea, $5

Highlights: 50" Anniversary of EHF; Estimated Attendance: >300,000

Music and Dance Troupe from (Edmonton Heritage Day Festival saw higher

visitor turnout than 2022 | Edmonton Journal)

ugednallil neaiudud 5-7 4a.2023 anundneugnelif Exhibition Lands and Borden Park Usznausat 65 43 uasilgidrauenu
1NN 3 wauAu dulnafegiuunaiae 40 fardniudine n1reasesnsusel 50 Taan1sdnanuaesinaluuasdniuay dulnaldsu
esRanauzungAalluarauss Ingaesqinainsnumang "aE NN AU NITINLaAs s1ansa s e dilaun dalve, $7; dadiuile

71ndna, $8; liazifly, $5; dramtlaanzaon, $5 (1emngn!); T i, $5



https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/guide-to-2023-edmonton-heritage-festival-1.6505867
https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/guide-to-2023-edmonton-heritage-festival-1.6505867
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/edmonton-heritage-day-festival-announces-higher-attendance-turnout-than-2022
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/edmonton-heritage-day-festival-announces-higher-attendance-turnout-than-2022

2023 SCHOLARSHIP & AWARD RECIPIENTS

Graduation Awards:
Left to Right: Kaleigh Hope Chu, Namo
Rousseau, Ketsara Sungnhoung

s1e¥alANansAnEN

drelalann: 10d el g, win gal, inAsn dedudog

Outstanding Achievement Awards:
Left to Right: Marty Bester and Aiden
Letourneau

sedannuiluiaa

drelilann: 1157 LWARMT UAY 1BIAU LARYTIL

a

Boon-oom and Bunyong Gosinet Scholarships:

Left to Right: Kaleigh Hope Chu, Thanyakit (Daniel)
Thanya, Tarid Wongvorachan

NUNSAN Yyan-usses Inthuns

dreliluan: 1A Tanl g, Susnge (waies) Suas uay
80/ 29Agassel

Recognition Awards:

Left to Right: Kaleigh Hope Chu, Sydney Addison
Chu, Ladarat Ooraikul and Thai Corner Restaurant &
Bakery

FNIRARANATALAY
drelduan: 1ad Taul 1, Galled wenndu 1, anniml glana
uaz Fuamsineeresiuesiaziuings

President Award: Dr. Jitra Kriangkum
srevauanaiANngludailuasein:  A9.3m91 1NTeNAn

FOR THE RECORD



RECENT ACTIVITIES

ATA AWARDS NIGHT AND VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PARTY

The Annual Volunteer Appreciation Party combined with the Awards Night took place on September 16, 2023 at
Blue Quill Community Hall. The event saw a gathering of more than 80 members, volunteers and newcomers. The
evening commenced with a delightful buffet dinner, followed by the Awards presentations, and concluded with a
vibrant social gathering.

o = A Ao o > X o o oy o £ A .
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ATA SPORT EVENTS AT THE ACT AQUATIC AND REC CENTRE

The first-ever ATA Pickleball event took place at the
ACT Aquatic and Recreation Centre on October 8, 2023.

Join us for our upcoming sport events on Oct 22 and
Oct 29, from 11 am to 1 pm, at the same venue. You
have the option to select between pickleball and
badminton for each day. To reserve your spot, please
send an email to albertathaiassociation@gmail.com.

dunAN 9 lFRN1A RN ALRALaTWTWATILIN A ACT
Aquatic and Recreation Centre LHadufl 8 aA. Neinuun
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albertathaiassociation@gmail.com
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

o W —
NTIC THAI CUISINE -
L AUTHERLDWIDE —

TASTE OF THAILAND IN EDMONTON

The Thai Trade Centre in Vancouver (www.ditp.go.th) organized the “Taste of Thailand” event at Lucky
Supermarket in Edmonton on July 22-23, 2023. Our team, led by Eed Winner, actively participated in the event
by assisting with setup, fruit carving and cooking demonstrations.

o o ] a k% Yo ] S dgj d‘ o dl dlal o d’l - T <
Aninauduasunisdnlne o uaswauawneslAdnudaTna s IngTwHeTuN 22-23 n.A. 2023 PHudANgLlafuNdiAe
uAEnNuAY IneiAEn ILeSIATANILAEWINANINATAIN uazdaaatsaNsunzadndnua uaznisvinanmsng

VNUARANLANITNUAIUTRER? Have you renewed your ATA
membership?

wanziaurassainsanmaaetangaunin iiauls
NsnRasarumaljn wrediue
albertathaiassociation@gmail.com

Not sure of your membership status?
Please message us or submit a request via e-mail,
we will look it up for you.

Asnssaanguiasinsilusuniniila 2 35 To renew or apply for your ATA membership, fill
1. nsenlugsing wavdannallsudlemiandnaanndn out the ATA Membership Form (available at
2. neanluasAT, AuNU dNeBE niananaAnaunInlng www.albertathaiassociation.com) and mail it along

= ' . . . with your payment.
n1slauRuuny albertathaiassociation@gmail.com Laz your pay

OR
a © o 5,0 =
MIEHANLII “AERATN E-mail your filled-out form and E-transfer your

payment to albertathaiassociation@gmail.com
with the subject line “Membership Fee”

andluanluadiag: www.albertathaiassociation.com
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CITY OF EDMONTON ARCHIVES AND THE ATA

The three founding members of the Alberta Thai Association,
namely Mr. Boon-oom Gosinet, Mr. Anan Kaewmongkol and Dr.
Buncha Ooraikul visited with Ms. Jia Jia Yong of City of Edmonton
Archives on Friday September 29. This meeting took place at the
ATA Thai Centre. During the visit, they shared the rich history of
the Thai community in Alberta and the establishment of the ATA
through an interview and a show-and-tell session.

To contribute to the preservation of this history, the group
presented several significant items to Jia Jia for archiving with
the City of Edmonton. These items included a copy of the 30
Anniversary book, a 30" Anniversary pin and a “Thairath”
newspaper clipping from the 1980s describing a Thai cultural
event in Calgary.
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HEMARAT WON WORLD ASSOCIATION NUAD THAI CHAMPIONSHIP 2023 CANADA

o

POUAAIANEURTUATUMNTRS (1B13) 819
ffula 191999 Sevaka Thai Massage Therapy
TunAEnTuRy A8 FUI9TaTUIAANNS
a9 91 World Association Nuad Thai
Championship 2023 TulsewAuaunan @190
Nuad Thai Artistry F9dn3u o unslaseuln
11-13 neLREuNA Eusasflufunue
Useimanauianlun13ua9% World Nuad
Thai Chmapionship Farunnsudedusesy
UIUNTR ﬁﬂizmmjﬂuslwfuﬁ 31 AR, ANT

4 4 uzmztiaaduin waneaedumaslalies!

10

Congratulations to Hemarat (Emma)
Howpanjai of Sevaka Thai Massage
Therapy in Edmonton for her victory
at the World Association Nuad Thai
Championship 2023 in Canada,
specifically in the category of Nuad
Thai Artistry. The event took place in
Toronto from September 11 to 13,
2023. Emma is set to represent
Canada at the upcoming World
Nuad Thai Championship scheduled
for October 31, 2023 in Japan. Best
of luck, Emma! We'll be cheering
you on! E¥



