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Premier of Alberta

Office of the Premier, 307 Legislature Building, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5K 2B6

Message from Honourable Jim Prentice
Premier of Alberta

On behalf of the Government of Alberta, it is my pleasure to extend sincere
congratulations to the Alberta Thai Association on its 30th Anniversary.

The strength of this province flows from its diversity. This is a source of pride
for all Albertans who have helped to build stronger communities through the
bonds of friendship, family, and service. Thai culture, cuisine, art, and
traditions play an important part in the wonderful cultural mosaic that enriches

life in our province.

I commend the efforts of all association members for three decades of
promoting understanding and friendship between the many different cultures

that call Alberta home.

Best wishes to the Alberta Thai Association for a joyful celebration of its rich
history in Alberta on this special occasion.

Jim Prentice

May 2, 2015
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Message from His Worship
Mayor Don Iveson

On behalf of City Council and the Eeople of Edmonton, Alberta’s Capital City, | congratulate the
Alberta Thai Association on its 30" anniversary.

One of Edmonton’s greatest strengths is our diversity. We are fortunate to be home to people
from all over the world who enrich our city with their customs, language, food, music and art.
For the last 30 years, the Alberta Thai Association has shared its vibrant culture with
Edmontonians through cooking and language classes, musical performances, newcomer services
and the ever-popular Thai pavilion at the Heritage Festival.

I thank the Alberta Thai Association for its many contributions to Edmonton. Your commitment

to promoting and preserving your heritage not only empowers current and future generations of
Thai Canadians, it also makes our city a more diverse, welcoming place for everyone.

Yours truly,

ey

Don lveson
Mayor
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Royal Thai Embassy,
Ottawa.

March 11, 2015

Message from Dr. Vijavat Isarabhakdi
Ambassador of Thailand to Canada

I am very pleased to extend my sincere congratulations to the Alberta Thai
Association on its 30th Anniversary.

Since the beginning, the members of the Association have earnestly
worked hard to achieve their main objectives of promoting goodwill and understanding
in the community. One of the most commendable achievements is their effort to remain
sustainable in the long run. Their ability to raise funds to maintain their functions in
serving Thai members and the general public are indeed self-explanatory. Indeed, their
outstanding dedication to the community has become a role model for Thai associations
across Canada.

I am also delighted to learn that the Association’s tireless efforts and
contributions have gained due recognition from the City of Edmonton, which has
offered the Association a partnership in establishing a Thai Centre on a piece of land
owned by the City. Once completed, the Association’s permanent office will be located
in the Centre where other Thai cultural activities will also be presented.

I wish to express our appreciation to the Association for its role in
supporting the Royal Thai Embassy and the Royal Thai Consulate-General.

The association has continuingly assisted Thai workers and newcomers, by helping
them to settle down, as well as providing free English lessons and support in other ways
that could help them live well in Canada.

Last but not least, I wish to commend the Association for its endeavours to
preserve and promote Thai heritage and culture in Alberta. Most outstandingly,
the Association has actively participated in the Edmonton Heritage Festival, officially
sponsored by the City of Edmonton, to showcase Thai food and culture. It has proven
to be very successful and attracts about 400,000 people each year.

Please accept my best wishes for the continued success and fulfillment of
the Alberta Thai Association, both on this very special occasion of its 30th anniversary

and in the years to come.

(Dr. Vijavat Isarabhakdi)
Ambassador of Thailand to Canada

30 YEARS ATA  xi
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Preface

A few Thai friends who made Edmonton their new home got
together and decided, out of their civic mindedness, pioneering
spirit and the urge to unite the very few Thai nationals who
lived in Edmonton and vicinities, to form a social group which
evolved into “Alberta Thai Association” Though we chose
Canada as our new country, being “Thai” had a much deeper
meaning than just wanting to have friends to speak Thai with,
or doing things “Thai” together. It was the urge to preserve
the “Thainess”, a unique racial and cultural entity, in the midst
of the multiracial and multicultural make-up that was called
Canada, and to share it with Canadian friends with the hope
that, in some small way;, it could help enrich the vibrancy of this
relatively young country we had adopted. Little that we dreamt
that this fledgling seed would take roots and prosper over the
past 30 years to become a proud and respectable Association
that really contributes significantly to its community and Canadian society as a whole. It speaks
volumes about the quality and ingenuity of the Thais that have immigrated to Edmonton and raised
their families in this wonderful city.

At its auspicious 30th Anniversary, ATA is still relatively young and full of promises. We are
at an exciting juncture where within a few years’ time we expect to have a Center that we can call
our home, after years of always having to search for venues for our activities. We can expand our
activities a lot more to serve our community and general public better. However, we need new
vision and new generation of Executives and volunteers to carry them out. The future is limitless,
but it is up to us. We can just carry on doing our own things because we don’'t need anybody’s help,
nor do we see any need to help anybody. Or we can come forward and volunteer our talents and
efforts to make our community something that we all can be proud of. It is entirely your choice!

As Founding President, I congratulate the succeeding presidents, executives, volunteers and
members for their energy and farsightedness in nurturing our Association into what it is today. It
makes me very proud to be part of our community.

Best wishes,

Eﬁfvmélm;tm a

Boon-oom Gosinet
ATA Founding President

30 YEARS ATA  xiii
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President’s Message

Congratulations on your 30th anniversary, Alberta Thai
Association!!

It is amazing when I think back and realize that I've actually
been involved with the ATA through all of its 30 years! Whether
as a child attending “Thai parties” or later in my adult life being
asked to “become involved”, one constant I have observed is,
the Alberta Thai Association has been the glue that brought us
together and kept us together. What started as a social venue for
newly arrived Thais, be they immigrants or students, has become
a venue for Thais, Thai-Canadians and others.

Over the past 30 years, the Thai community and the ATA
have grown and become part of the Canadian fabric. From a
small group of Thais, the ATA now encompasses members from
a multitude of backgrounds: students who remained to make
Alberta their home and raised our second and third generations of Thais, visitors to Thailand who
fell in love with the culture and upon returning home wanted to find more local “Thainess’, and those
Thais who followed love across the ocean and are now Canadian citizens. And, of course, we cannot
forget the recent labour workforce borrowed from Thailand to fill holes in our economy. The diversity
of ATAs membership has strengthened the vision of the Association and allowed cultural sharing
between its members and the larger community.

Volunteerism has been key to the success of the Alberta Thai Association and it has been impressive
to witness the extent to which our community has stood behind the ATA. Strong support has allowed
the ATA to follow their mandates and made a niche for themselves within the larger multicultural
fabric of Edmonton. The popularity of the Thai Pavilion at Servus Heritage Festival in August and
the many requests from outside organizations for showcases of Thai culture (dance, fruit-carving,
cooking, arts & crafts, etc) are testament to how ATA members have spread their wings! We have
also provided support to our Canadian and Thai communities as well as developed an awards and
scholarships program for our members.

And 30 years later, through much raising fun and fundraising, the ATA’s dream of having a Thai
Centre is nearing reality, a centre where the next generation of Thais in Canada can learn and retain
their cultural identity and other Canadians can learn about and share in Thai culture! As has been
observed by many an outsider, though the Thai community is small, it is mighty in what it has achieved.

Again, congratulations, Alberta Thai Association - you've worked hard, stayed true to your
objectives, and done the Thai community proud with your accomplishments! I look forward to

spending the next 30 years with you!

Sue Ooraikul Thomas
ATA President

30 YEARS ATA xv
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Alberta Thai Association
A Brief History

Noppawan Anne Kaewmongkol and Anan Kaewmongkol

One of my wishes after my retirement was to write the story about the Thai community in Alberta, in Edmonton
and surrounding areas in particular, while the original pioneer members were still alive and I could document their
memories along with my own. Like Pharaoh, I wanted to “Let it be written. Let it be known?” The idea of writing the
history and the struggles of the pioneer group in their newly adopted country seemed quite a big challenge. I found
the courage to make it all happen, though, when a good friend of mine, Dr. Buncha Ooraikul approached me to con-
tribute to the Alberta Thai Association 30th Anniversary Commemorative Book, 2015.

Much of my time on this project was dedicated to working with scattered personal records, searching through
libraries and engaging in conversations with the original pioneer members to verify facts and figures. Numerous
drafts in English and Thai have been written, edited, re-written, and edited again. My daughter, Noppawan Anne
Kaewmongkol volunteered her time to review the English text, for which I am grateful.

The Thai community I discovered in this project has celebrated and endured its highlights and lowlights over the
past 50 years. It continues to expand and to remain alive with the third generation. It’s a very healthy and vibrant
community with a bright future.

I have done my best to compile as much relevant information as possible to prepare this version of the community’s
journey. As with all stories, however, there is always a missing viewpoint, excluded detail, or unavoidable omission.
Therefore, consider this offering as a starting point from which the story may continue to grow.

Anan Kaewmongkol

t a time before regular transcontinental travel and virtual exploration of

foreign lands became commonplace, many Thai people perceived Canada as

a cold, vast country consisting of Niagara Falls, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal
and Vancouver. A broader exposure to the realities of Canadian life for several
Thai students, however, came about in the mid-sixties when they arrived in the
Province of Alberta and took the opportunity to study at the University of Alberta.
This initial contact became the starting point for what would become the Alberta
Thai Association and a lasting partnership with Canada as a whole.

academic-oriented system of learning into a

Educational Beginnings
comprehensive one. Close to 200 Thai teachers

In 1966, the Canadian government
provided assistance to the Thai government
to improve secondary education in Thailand.
The goal was to transform the formerly

14 30 YEARS ATA

and administrative personnel attended the
University of Alberta between 1966 and
1971 for educational training. A shorter,
but similar, training program funded by the



Thai government was also instituted between
1975 and 1978. Under both programs, many
Canadian professors and other educational
professionals visited Thailand as advisors and
became consultants for the Thai Ministry of
Education.

With educational exchange arose an
opportunity for cultural sharing. The mutually
beneficial interactions between Thai and
Canadian educators soon inspired a small
group of University of Alberta students from
Thailand to form a Thai association in Alberta.
The ideals of the initial group that gathered
in 1966 were to promote friendship and
understanding among Thais and Canadians,
to maintain Thai culture within the group’s
participants, to develop culturally-based
social activities and to encourage unity and
communication among its members. At this
stage, membership was small and activities
were limited to members of the university
community. The activities also included
publishing a membership directory and
newsletters for members and friends, holding

“Thailand” exhibits and “Thai Night” on
campus, gathering for socials, and meeting and
electing officers for the evolving group.

The Association Takes Shape

On October 23, 1984, Mr. Sombot
Patayanikorn, Mr. Boon-oom Gosinet, Mr.
Pornchai Pannopsri, Mr. Anan Kaewmongkol,
Mr. Somchai Chuchat and Mrs. Banyong
Gosinet (witness) submitted an application
to Alberta Consumer and Corporate Affairs
to form “The Alberta Thai Association”. This
pioneering group met on January 4, 1985
to begin planning work for the hoped-for
Association with these objectives in mind:

1. To promote friendship and good under-
standing between Thais and Canadians;

2. To maintain Thai culture and share multi-
culturalism among members and friends;

3. To provide recreational activities for
members;

n3dadssfszniIasaupiiAuing Ll weow

A social gathering in 1975

30 YEARS ATA 15



| F.}& s oo
A!mrq THE SOCIETIES AcT

r~ - APPLICATION
CONSUMER AND 55 3]
CORPORATE AFFAIRS | Sy a i
Companias Brench : l 03723 184 98,“,

I ecEleEo™

 F18 1y
Corporzie Registry

Province ¢of Alberta
fs, To prowviae for the recreatium of the members and (o promoie &ng stford opporiu o0
activites, 3
191 To acquire londs. by purchase or othervese, erect or othenwise provide & blcing or buldings for casial and
community pUrposss.
151 e encourage onc promole émateur gamas and exercises.

{0} Te provide » mesung piace for 1he consideravon and discussion of guestions atfecung the intcrests o the
community

e} 7o earry on o hilerary and debeting clud for the discussion of 1opics of
praciee of publc speaning among its members.

(i To procure the dolivery ol lectures on sccigl. educatonal,
&nd arrenge musical ang dramanc enleriainments.

Igl To establish and mantain a library and reacing room

{h1 To prowide 8il necessary equipmant end furmiure for carryving en its various objects.

(il To provide & centre snd suitable meeung place for the various activities of the community.

() Generally 10 encoursge and foster and cevelop among aAs members a recogrition ol the mponarce ol
wgnculiture in e natonal life

k! To sell, manage, leaze, monpage, disposs ol, o otherwise deal with 1he eroperly of the sociely.
i

WE, the undursigned, nereby caziars thal we desire ta form a sociely under The Societios

1. — The name of the sociery Is — The Albevly Thai Association
2. — The objects of the sosiety &re —

general intetesl. and n nrcoarage the

polinicel, econamic and other subjects. and tu give

3. — The operations of the societly are 1o birehielly carriad on in . Wf\p =) "n) .. in the Provinze of Alterta

DATED this ... B2 2 ieeieceiee eiesceeeseeen. doy of OETOLERL. ... v 148 Y-
NAME [SIGNATURE) RODRESS OCCUPATION
. ﬁj a~ 73610 Wosdevoll But .
[ SomBeT  PATAYANIKORN | Edvorton. TSM 3M1 Economist™
e R R T T g T R T R LI T ey .( ?- “ mew i
b=/a730= 11§ Ave . deauityr)
..anam.:?smmar.}..,: .................. Coloandten, T56 el EACHER
2e . o pe
A dog-(0SI%  GLANE SEL4 J}'ﬂféy
B Pﬁ@"“"ﬁﬂ"ﬁﬂérlﬁl) ........... .“.-G'ji\‘ﬁ'““}s;f;‘m” .......................... Lol We
A Kaeorgfd 181 Kworiwoon mp.s. Self empley.
iA v CR 3 NGroL ] EPHONTON  ALTA TeK Iwa -
..... i SIS Micheney Tk University
[ Sehienai " EXUEHAT] Edwontow, TeH Sal = O
NAME  (WITNESS) ADDRESS oCCUPATION
&

*MWVQ"“W v P LR A QAU AN s T ‘-r-}‘i.-/

16 30 YEARS ATA



REV. 5@

QoG GCIOIG AN GIACO0I0N00CCOO00R

A=

o

A

No. 50319815

GERTIe“FfIQA‘;l'E
INCORPORATION

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT

(

IO

X
Lot

I

b
7 \&

4

- THE ALBERTA THAl ASSOCIATIOR -

1S THIS DAY INCORPORATED UNDER THE SOCIETIES ACT OF THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA

GIVEN UNDER HIS HAND AND SEAL OF QFFICE AT EDMONTON, ALBEATA,

May

AD.13 85.

THIS Resang — DAY OF

é-vm_u / £ /ALM/;,

Oflice of The Regisirer of Corporatlions

Abeia

CONSUMER AND
CORPORATE AFFAIRS

o

(010/0:010/0/0/0/0I0!

“The Alberta Thai Association” wifenunths “Alberta Thai Association” sghafhumnniniiel] bees
“The Alberta Thai Association” has been legally changed to “Alberta Thai Association” in 2003.

30 YEARS ATA 17



4. To encourage and create opportunities for
friendly and social activities;

5. To offer and deliver lectures on social and
cultural, and educational subjects;

6. Tobuild a centre and suitable meeting place
for various activities of the Association;

7. To provide all necessary equipment and
furniture for Association functions and
gatherings; and

8. To provide funds for cultural and
educational activities, charities and social
services.

They studied and formulated bylaws
regarding the duties and responsibilities of
positions on the Executive and planned for
activities they would offer to future members.
(In January 1985, forty Thai families—totalling
nearly 100 people—and twenty-eight Thai
students were living in Edmonton and the
surrounding area.)

The idea of a Thai Association in Alberta
was finally formalized four months later
when the initial application was approved
by the Government of Alberta on May 2,
1985 (Certificate of Incorporation Number
50319815).

The First Executive Committee

President: Mr. Boon-oom Gosinet
Vice-President: Mr. Buncha Ooraikul
Secretary: Mr. Anan Kaewmongkol
Treasurer: Mr. Sombot Patayanikorn
Director of Activities: Miss Ngamta Tekauy-
porn & Mr. Sanguan Parnmukh
Director of Information: Mrs. Banyong Gosi-
net & Mr. Nivat Chainarongpinij
Director of Fund Raising: Mrs. Kritsana
(Saruprath) Wototschek & Mr. Pornchai
Pannopsri
The membership of the Association relied
on the participatory efforts of the executives,
their families and friends, and, of course,
students. In those early days, Chanpen and

18 30 YEARS ATA

Nivat (Mark) Chainarongpinij from Calgary
commuted to events in Edmonton to contribute
to the cause; they went on to help form the
Alberta Thai-Canadian Association — Calgary
(ATCA), but are still involved with Association
events today. Thai students, especially at the
university level, also continue to promote
Thailand and Thai culture in Canada through
their work with the Association. Although
student numbers tend to fluctuate due to
attrition, graduation, and migration, Thai
students are a mainstay of the Association,
bringing with them a fresh and current
perspective of Thailand to Alberta. For many
years, the Thai student body at the University
of Alberta formed their own association called
the Thai Students Association at the University
of Alberta (TSA), their mandate including
support for Thai students living in Alberta and
providing up-to-date news about Thailand.

Growing Pains-Growing Pleasures

The Association has endured through
several changes in membership and executive
over its history, much to the delight of some
and the dismay of others. As with most non-
profit organizations, the Thai Association
has experienced its share of conflicts. At one
point in the Association’s history, a group
of concerned members threatened to take
legal action against the Board over issues of
autocracy, the inappropriate use of funds, and
irregular accountancy. The Board was voted
out and eligible members were selected to
assume executive roles on an Interim-Board.
A new Board was elected at a subsequent
General Meeting and the Association came
back in service to their members.

The evolution of group dynamics
surrounding the Association has also brought
about many positive modifications to the way
in which the Association operates today. For
example, its bylaws have been reviewed and
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amended to be more community-oriented; a
more Western-style administrative system—
clean, clear, fair and democratic—has been
implemented; and objectives have been re-
worked to be more inclusive of other ethnic

and non-profit groups (such as the Edmonton
Heritage Festival Association). In terms of
fund-raising activities, new initiatives—the
Casino drives, in particular—have been
pursued more enthusiastically.

The Association at Work

The Alberta Thai Association in Edmonton
maintains core services to its members through
communicative, recreational, and social
activities as well as the promotion of Thai
culture among members and the community.
The communications list has stayed true to
its founding members’ ideals, but has also
expanded with the current membership and
technological advances; a website containing
links of current events and government
agencies and services that members can
access for information and/or assistance
now supplements the original provision of
membership directories and newsletters.
As for the Association’s recreational history,
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A reception for the Royal Thai Bal-
let dance troupe in 1986: Hon-
ourary Consul General Kurt Beier
and wife Margot (third and sixth
from left) took picture with Artistic
Director Seree Wangnaitham (mid-
dle), ATA President Chantalack
Mackay and Mrs. Banyong Gosinet
(second and fifth from left).

members have enjoyed participating on a
number of artistic and sporting fronts with
experienced leaders and mentors: badminton
with Sam Parnmukh, Thai classical/folk dance
performance with Arporn Boonsathorn, and
picnics and camping with Boon Gosinet and
Mark Chainarongpinij.

Social engagements, such as Songkran
celebration, Thai Night, and H.M. the King
of Thailand’s Birthday celebration, have also
grown with the community, helping to pre-
serve customs and traditions and pass them
on to future generations. At Thai New Year
celebrations, the demonstration of Thai sports
and dancing—including classics such as Muay
Thai (Thai boxing), Sword and Club fighting,
Trakraw (weave ball), Rice Farmer Dance and
Rum Wong (circle dance)—along with Thai
cuisine and Thai costume presentations con-
tinually enrich the lives of the membership
and community alike. Of note, last year was
the increased participation of members in vol-
unteer activities at the Thai Pavilion for the Ed-
monton Heritage Festival, which numbers hit
an all-time high.

Changes in membership and economic
times, though, have also called for changes
in service provisions. Some programs the
Association offered to the public in the past,



such as teaching English to Thai newcomers
and teaching Thai Language are now only
available upon special request. ~However,
the Association maintains the ever popular
Thai cooking and fruit and vegetable carving
sessions for members and the public at large.

Association Special Projects and
Events

Several blue ribbon projects stand out in

Association history:

o Requests made to the Thai Ambassador in
Ottawa (H.E. Manaspas Xuto) on July 15,
1985 and September 2, 1986 to consider
the appointment of Mr. Kurt A. Beier as the
Honourary Consul General of Thailand in
Edmonton. The requests were granted.

o Collection and distribution of information
to members about how to make long
distance, direct calls from Edmonton to
Thailand, as well as a list of area codes for
all provinces in Thailand. At the time,
information of this kind was scarce, but
highly valued and appreciated by members.

o Boon-oom Gosinet’s vision of the SalaThai
or Thai Centre as a meeting and celebratory
space for members. Although support for
this seemingly daunting endeavour has met
with challenges, his strong determination
and leadership of the SalaThai project and
its fundraising drive have carried on.

The SalaThai Thai Centre Project
The SalaThai Thai Centre will serve the
following purposes:
1. As a centre of activities provided for
by the Alberta Thai Association.
2. As a storage area for the Thai
community’s property.
3. As a Thai language school.
4. As a space for Thai classical and folk
dance instruction and performance.
5. As a Thai cultural promotion centre.

6. As a research centre for the history,
culture and arts of Thailand, and her
neighbouring countries.

7. Asapublicrelations centre for business
between Thailand and Canada.

8. As an exhibition centre for Thai
products, art and other items.

9. As a hub for Thai publications and
information.

10. As a facility for public functions.

11. As a Thai tourism service centre.

The Association, with the cooperation of
Royal Thai Embassy, Ottawa and Royal Thai
Consulate General, Edmonton successfully
arranged for the Thai and general public
to have an audience with H.R.H. Crown
Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn upon his visit
to Edmonton in 1986, H.R.H. Princess
Chulabhorn Mahidol upon her Royal visit
to Edmonton in 1990, and H.R.H. Crown
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn upon
her Royal visits to Edmonton in 1997 and
2001. The attendance at each function was
a matter of public record.

The Association, in conjunction with the
Royal Thai Embassy Ottawa, the Royal
Thai Consulate Edmonton, Alberta
Culture and the Citadel Theatre, played
an important role in supporting the Royal
Thai Ballet performance at Maclab Theatre
in Edmonton on August 3, 1986. The
classical Thai dance troupe of 50 members,
led by Thai famous artistic director Seree
Wangnaitham, had performed at EXPO’86
in Vancouver and travelled to Edmonton
for a Gala Performance before returning
to Thailand. The show featured spectacular
Thai classical drama, especially the Khoan
(masked dance), traditional dances and
a percussive display to the delight of the
audience.

A call for help from the Ministry of
Commerce, Thailand and Northlands
Exhibition to help promote the Thai
Trade Show in 1987 had the Association

30 YEARS ATA 21



participating full force. The float, decorated
with Thai cultural themes, joined in the
Klondike parade while local members were
recruited as presenters and salespersons
for business booths at the exhibition.

The Association Today

Lookingback, the Association can be proud
to say that it has established a solid foundation
on which to continue its legacy. On the
administrative side, its leadership is qualified
and experienced and they honour the Bylaws
of the Association to the best of their abilities.
Over time, their agendas have become more
procedurally systematic; everything from the
recording of minutes to the review of proper
financial and voting procedures has been more
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Thai students and graduates at the University of Alberta in recent years

formalized. An Advisory Council of skilled
and well-respected individuals also regularly
contributes their knowledge and expertise to
the Executive.

From an operational standpoint, more
participatory and outreach activities have been
implemented than in the past. In terms of a key
mandate of membership support, the Board
has initiated a new series of recognition events.
The Recognition of Service and Achievement
evenings celebrate the contributions of
long-standing members, the service of
current members, and the achievements of
talented members who have made names for
themselves in academia, fine arts, and sport.
The Association sees these events as a positive
step towards further community building and
an affirmation of the effort and perseverance of
Thais in Alberta and the world.



Current Special Committee Projects

The Special Committee for SalaThai, under
Maurice Rousseau, continues to work diligently
to find a place to call home. The Board has,
under the aegis of the City of Edmonton,
developed memorandums to partner with the
Prince Rupert Community League and Terra
Centre and to share the costs of building a
centre on city land so that each partner can
have its own place. So far, the Board has joined
Korean, Y.M.C.A., Chilean, and Bengali groups
in signing an agreement with the Edmonton
Korean Community Centre Foundation to be
partners/members in sharing usage expenses
for the South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural
Centre. This decision has proved a good, albeit
temporary, alternative venue for Association
affairs. The Association acknowledges these
agreements as steps in the right direction.

The Special Committee for Fundraising,
under Jim Syms and Suwanee Ooraikul
Thomas, applied to the Alberta Gaming and
Liquor Commission to operate a Casino
once in every two years to raise funds for the
Association. The casino money is a big income
generator for the Association and raises as
much annual revenue as the Thai Pavilion
exhibits at the Edmonton Heritage Festival.

dwlngludaieiiin U neee-iaqiiu

Moving Ahead

Itis hard to believe that the educational and
cultural exchanges between a small group of
Thai students and their Canadian counterparts
helped give birth to a thriving Thai Association
in Alberta and to foster the growing
relationship between Thailand and Canada.
In the last 30 years alone, hundreds of Thai
physicians, professors, instructors, teachers,
engineers, and other professionals have been
coming to Canada for further studies, training
and employment. Many of those professionals
have returned to Thailand to pursue greater
opportunities and to apply their newly-gained
expertise there, but some have settled in
various areas of Canada, including Alberta, to
make a home. Likewise, more Canadians have
strengthened their connections and networks
in Thailand. Several Canadian entrepreneurs
and investors have built successful businesses
while others have found fulfillment as CUSO
volunteers teaching English in schools and
colleges, advisors on agricultural, health and
environment, and leaders in engineering
technology.

As the Alberta Thai Association in
Edmonton celebrates its 30th year of operation
this year, it looks forward to standing by its

Thai workers in Alberta, 2011-present

30 YEARS ATA 23



Nuaesmnalszant meen 2013 Heritage Festival

initial mandates of cultural awareness and been involved with the organization as well as
understanding and service to members and those who carry on in their footsteps. May the
increases its hope to further develop a space Association be filled with many more future
in which to facilitate it all. The Association is successes.

grateful for the dedication of people who have
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1966

The first group of Thai
students arrived at the
University of Alberta.

Thai Students Asso-
ciation was initially
formed. Cultural and
social events were or-
ganized and gradually
expanded in the com-
ing years.

T T

1985

The Alberta Thai
Association was

incorporated on

May 2.

EEITI'];F.W&TE
INCOR PJRM'IGN

1986

HRH Crown
Prince Vajiralong-
korn visited
Edmonton.

1990

HRH Princess
Chulabhorn visited
Edmonton.

event.

1996

ATA’s Thai Pavilion appeared for the first time at the
world largest multicultural event, Edmonton Heritage
Festival. The project has since become an ATA’s annual

1987

The Thai government
hosted a Trade and
Cultural Exhibition at the

\ Trm K-')lg m;—rn Exhibition

Edmonton Klondike days.

2001

HRH Crown
Princess
Sirindhorn visited
Edmonton.

Association of Thai Professionals in America and
Canada (ATPAC) with the Thai government hosted an
annual conference in Edmonton.

2005

ATA ran its largest
fund-raising cam-
paign for Thailand
and donated $15,000
toward Tsunami
relief efforts.



2009

The first ATA
casino was held
on October 22-23.

2012

Launching of the
first general public

vegetable carving
lessons.

program - fruit and

2010

The Thai Centre

project, in

Prince Rupert
Community
League and later
Terra Centre, was
initiated; it remains
an ongoing

poee 12011

Thailand.

2013

ATA became a facility
partner at South
Edmonton Sejong
Multicultural Centre on
September 27.

- 2011

ATA raised almost
$10,000 for flood relief in

fean W, " S i,
o @l % 2014

“Discovering ~ Thai-

ver Consulate Gener-

L‘QK)’%@,OMQ land”’, a stage show
partnership with 7 : 'm sponsored by Vancou-
Might=l -

al, was presented to

A Fundraiser for general public at Royal
Thai Flood Victims Alberta Museum on
August 28.

o

&L
TG

Today

The ATA serves its membership, the
Thai community and general public
through members’ activities, awards
and scholarships, support to newcom-
ers, cultural showcases and programs
that link Albertans to Thai culture and
Thailand.

ALBERTA THAI ASSOCIATION & THE THAI COMMUNITY
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Ambassador Snanchart Devahastin presented Hon. Dennis Anderson with the Royal Decree dated 29th
July 2008, appointing him Honourary Consul General for Edmonton.

$ENNTUARAILIWNT “Discovering Thailand” UATIEANUAW W.A. n& el
“Discovering Thailand”, Edmonton, 2014
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TOP: “Rod Nam” or Water Blessing Ceremony, a Thai way of paying respect and wishing one another well
BOTTOM: A Songkran celebration at Edmonton City Hall, April 2003
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Our Vision

hen the Association was founded, its vision was quite simple: To be a
virtual centre for the Thais in and around Edmonton area to get together
and socialize; to welcome the newcomers; to help one another when
necessary; and, to share our way of life, be it culture or food, with our Canadian
friends when occasions arose. As the Association evolved over the years, with
increasing membership and needs for different services in the community, the ATAs

vision expanded to meet those needs.

When the Association was incorporated in
1985 and its bylaws modified and expanded,
the followings were adopted as its objectives:

i. To promote friendship, goodwill and
understanding within the Alberta Thai
Community and with other groups.

ii. To maintain and promote Thai culture
within the Association’s membership and
to share in the multicultural Canadian
society.

iii. To promote membership in the
Association and to encourage Members
to participate in leadership and volunteer
roles.

iv. To promote and provide opportunities
for cultural, educational, recreational and
social activities of the membership.

v. To raise and provide funds for:

a) cultural, educational, recreational and
social activities of the membership,

b) the purpose of acquiring land and/or
building to provide and maintain a
Thai Centre and

¢) charitable and social services within
the Members’ community and to our
international community.

Questions were often asked as to why it
was necessary to form an association based
on ethnic origin of its members. After all, we
came to Canada as immigrants to seek better

life for ourselves and our families, therefore,
should we not try to integrate into the
Canadian society at large as our first allegiance
now was to Canada? What relevance does Thai
culture have to our children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren who are borne in
Canada? These are valid questions which
have been widely discussed in our community,
and the concerns regarding relevancy to
the new generations have somewhat been
borne out when it becomes quite difficult to
recruit “young blood” to get involved in the
Association.

Canada is a multicultural society whose
stability and prosperity is due, to a considerable
extent, to its immigrants who bring their skills,
capital and connections with their motherlands
to help develop its economy and its vibrant
communities. While we do not want enclaves
of various ethnic groups in communities across
the country, maintaining the old culture and,
to a certain extent, lifestyle within each ethnic
group can add to the richness and vibrancy of
the society. Take the Ukrainians, the Italians,
the Germans, the Chinese, the Indians, the
Japanese, the Vietnamese, the Philippinos, to
name just a few, and look at their contributions
to the overall strength of the country. And, we
all know and appreciate their cultures, their
dances, their foods, etc. Look at the annual
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Heritage Festival, a world-class multicultural
event in Edmonton. Without the almost a
hundred ethnic communities in the city to set
up their pavilions and share their foods, crafts
and songs and dances the event would not
have been possible.

As for the next generations, it would be
to their own and their country’s advantage
for them to know their roots, their parents’
languages, and learn some of their old cultures.

The world has become so globalized that
Canada and its citizens can always benefit from
close connections with other countries around
the world. The reverse is also true. When
those countries need help because of natural
or manmade disasters, help can be galvanized
and delivered more quickly when immigrant
communities are mobilized to provide aid to
their motherlands.

Our Mission

s with its vision, ATA’s mission has evolved over the years to meet the new
demands for services and to be more relevant and useful to its membership
and community at large. It now encompasses social, cultural, service, and

charitable activities.

Current activities

o Songkran Gala (Thai traditional new year
celebration) in April

« Community Picnic in July

o Heritage Festival in July/August

« Casino Fundraising event every 1.5 - 2
years

« Volunteers Appreciation Party in August

o Awards Night in September

« King’s Birthday Celebration in December

o New Year Celebration in December

o Community services, e.g. fruit carving
classes, cooking classes, language classes,
and participations in other organizations’
activities when requested.

Future plans

In addition to the activities listed above,
ATA has been actively pursuing its dream to

establish the “Thai Centre” as a permanent
home for the Association. As a temporary
measure, we have secured a partnership with
Korean’s South Edmonton Sejong Multicultural
Centre, which entitles us to locate our office
and use other facilities at the Centre at low
partner’s rental rates. On a more permanent
basis, an exciting opportunity was presented
to us to partner with two other organizations,
i.e. Prince Rupert Community League (PRCL)
and Terra Centre, to build a shared facility on
a City’s plot of land where a school in Prince
Rupert community is to be demolished. A
part of this large building will be allocated to
us for our “Thai Centre”, with the right to use
other shared facilities for our activities. The
discussions and preparations are ongoing, and
it may take a few years before the “dreams” are
realized, but once the Centre is established ATA
will, at last, have its permanent home where
members can call their own. The potential is
limitless!
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Ngamta (Eed) Tekauyporn Winner (left) represented ATA in a local TV program. Also in this photo is our
junior members, Namo Rousseau who was the 2012 Prince of the Heritage Festival.
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Membership and Volunteering

olunteering is a cornerstone of our community. Not only does nothing of
value get done without helping hands — volunteering brings us together
and gives our volunteers a chance to gain experience, learn new skills,
network, and create a sense of value in their own lives. Below are what our members
think about volunteering for the Thai community and the Alberta Thai Association.

Lapinda Chitnuyanondh

“The Alberta Thai Association has
become a second family to me. It is a place of
encouragementand support for all its members.
As a student, the Association has given me a
plethora of opportunities for growth and self-
improvement, from volunteering positions to
scholarships for university students. Within
my ten years with the Association, I had the
privilege of volunteering at the Thai pavilion in
the annual Heritage Festival and attending and
celebrating various events, such as the Thai
New Year, with our close-knit community. I
feel so honoured and grateful to be a member
of such an incredible group”

Lapinda is an undergraduate student in the Faculty of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of
Alberta, Edmonton.

Pattra Winner

“Every year I have a great time volunteering
in the food tent at Heritage Days. I put on my
apron and hairnet and hurry over to the serving

station to dish out food to hungry visitors. It’s
a frenzy of washing and chopping and stirring
all around the food tent. Steam billows out
of woks and the sweet smell of curry makes
my stomach grumble. It looks chaotic but
everyone has a job and is working hard. I get
to work serving curry, Pad Thai, mangos and
sticky rice, and Thai ice coffee alongside many
aunties, uncles, and friends. It's a nonstop day
and before I know it, hours have passed and
my favourite time arrives-dinner break! It is a
time to catch up and be inspired by everyone
who works hard to plan and host the BEST tent
at the festival, while enjoying some amazing
food. The ATA is a great organization that we
can all be proud to be a part of”

Pattra is a registered nurse in the ICU, Royal Alexandra
Hospital, Edmonton.

Montree Puthom*

Montree Puthom joined the ATA when
he came to Canada in 2007. He participates in
various ATA functions where he may be seen
on the stage as the MC, singing, taking photos,

* Interviewed by Wanna Saksaranrome
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a kitchen helper or even cleaning.

Mr. Puthom mentioned that he gains
experience by doing volunteering with ATA. He
gets good advice and great recommendations
on how to integrate into Canadian society.

“I am always in support of the ATA because
Thai people always help each other out. I am
so happy when I am volunteering because
this gives me opportunities where I can
communicate among other Thai people, have
Thai food, and chat to hear what is going on
in my community. I think it is very important
that we can help and support each other”

He likes to see ATA open for new young
members because after 30 years it is now time
for our community to focus on and nurture the
younger generation.

Montree is a welder at Thermodesign Engineering Ltd.

Prakong Rittichaiwattiwong*

Prakong came to Canada in April 2010
and lived in Westlock before moving to
Edmonton where she found the ATA through
friends. She has had many great experiences as
a member and she gained new friends, who are
always by her side. Prakong firmly believes that
whenever you move to a new place you should
participate and be involved in new groups and
communities. She also feels that when you join
the groups, associations or clubs, you won't feel
as alone, and that you won't be thinking about
your homeland as much.

Prakong is currently self-employed in Edmonton.

Namo Rousseau*

Namo started volunteering with the ATA in
2010. His parents were already actively helping

*  Interviewed by Wanna Saksaranrome

at events. He decided to start volunteering with
the Association to get more experience. By
being a volunteer with the ATA, he feels that
he has contributed significantly to the Thai
community.

He first started at the Heritage Festival, and
then volunteered at various events throughout
the year. “I always enjoy the Thai food. My
favourite is the pad Thai but sometimes I try
the spicier chicken curry which I also really
like” Namo has had many good experiences,
and represented the ATA well as the Prince of
Heritage Festival one year! And, as a Heritage
Festival Thai Pavilion volunteer he has been
very customer service oriented. He always
enjoys his time as a volunteer and hopes to
continue offering his time to the Association.

Namo is a Grade 10 student at Archbishop MacDonald
High School, Edmonton.

Dr. Clarence Preitz

“The question may be asked: Why did
one who is not a Thai or is not married to a
Thai lady want to become a member of the
Alberta Thai Association? My main reason
was that I was involved with the Thai educators
who came to the University of Alberta under
the auspices of the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA) to learn more
about the comprehensive schools of Alberta.
My interest in the Pacific rim nations goes back
to my service in the United States Merchant
Marine Cadet Corps as a cadet midshipman
(E) aboard a tanker and as an army sergeant
in the US Army Corps of Engineers where, as
maintenance chief responsible for providing
aviation gasoline to the air force, I saw service
in both Hawaii and Guam.

Later, as a university professor, I became
involved with the Thai educators who were
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part of the comprehensive school project.
Students from the project were often visitors
to our home where they prepared Thai dishes
and where we talked about Thai culture. One
thing I learned from these meals was that the
Thai people like two things: spicy food and
wine. My wife learned to like Pad Thai while I
learned that I didn't like spicy food.

Going back a number of years I asked
Boon-oom Gosinet, one of my MEd students
and ATAs Founding President, how I could
become a member of the Thai Association
and I was told I didn't meet the membership
criteria. Later, when ATA membership was
expanded to include non-Thais who were
considered by the Board capable of making
valuable contributions to the Association, I was
admitted and immediately elected Treasurer, a
position I held for a number of years. When I
became Treasurer, the building fund account
was non-existent. But when I left, there was
over $100,000 in that account. That amount
did not include monies the Association
accumulated from the casino events that we
worked at. Casino monies were held in a
separate account.

One of the major frustrations I had as
Treasurer was that nearly everyone in the
Association considered themselves Treasurer
as well. After each function, I was constantly
asked by the members how much did we make,
a question I was unable to answer because I
didn’t have time to count the money. Now,
I can sit back and enjoy conversations with
my Thai friends and not worry about having
to deposit the proceeds or writing cheques to
meet the expenses.

Since I became involved with the
Association we have had two doctoral
students stay with us while they completed the
requirements for their degrees. Each year, at
Christmas time, one of these people will call to
see how I am doing and invites me to return to
Thailand for a visit. During my time with the
Association I have made numerous friends and

I do appreciate their friendship. All I can say
is you won’t meet nicer people than the Thais”

Dr. Preitz, a Professor Emeritus from the University of
Alberta, served as ATA’s Treasurer for eight years and
currently serves as a member of Advisory Council.

Ngamta (Eed) Tekauyporn Winner

“I became a member and volunteered
in various functions of the Alberta Thai
Association since it was incorporated 30 years
ago.

I have been living in Edmonton for 35
years. There weren't many Thais living here
then, except students who came to study at
the University of Alberta and their families
and a few Thai ladies who married Canadian
men. Later, many students became permanent
residents and made their homes here. The
community grew and a group of students
formed the Alberta Thai Association and
started holding functions such as Songkran
Festival, Kings Birthday celebration, and
welcoming parties for new students and new
comers to Canada.

Every summer we organized camping
trips and had so much fun. Friendship and
good  relationships were fostered among
members of the community. Having so many
successful functions may have served as a solid
foundation for the Alberta Thai Association,
which has now reached its 30th anniversary.

I have been an active member of the
Association, helping out in various areas, from
performing dances to teaching young children
to dance at functions such as Songkran
festival and King’s Birthday celebration.
When we joined the Heritage Festival, I and
other members performed on the stage. I
served as Vice-president, then President of
the Association, Chairperson of the Thai
Pavilion, and Chairperson of Food Services at
the Heritage Festival. I also volunteered at the
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Arts & Crafts tent to demonstrate fruit carving
which received lots of interest from visitors.

People often asked me, why did I do all
these things? What did I get from working so
hard for the Association? The answer is, I didn’t
get any financial benefit from doing the work
but I did benefit from being recognized by
members who became good friends. I derived
self-satisfaction from the accomplishments of
the tasks when we had successful functions. I
got to show our Canadian friends our beautiful
culture. I met so many wonderful people, both
Thais and Canadians, and I am proud to be
part of the Alberta Thai Association.

We worked hard to raise funds through
Casinos and revenue from the Heritage

Festival to build our future Thai Centre. In

the next few years we hope it will happen, and
we will have a place we can call home; a place
where we can all share and be proud of the
fact that a small community like ours can do
anything if we keep working together.

I would encourage Thai people who are
not members to become members, and those
who are already members to volunteer at our
functions or become Board Members. We
need some fresh ideas and new energy to keep
our Association going strong for the next 30
years and more.”

Eed is a long-standing member who has served the
Association in various positions, from ATA President to
Heritage Festival’s Thai Pavilion Chair. Eed is currently a

member of ATA Advisory Council.

Our junior members over the years
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Our Thai Pavilion
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Heritage Festival Prizes

he Alberta Thai Association has been participating in the multicultural event,
Heritage Festival, since 1996. The Festival brought together some 70 ethnic
communities in Edmonton to showcase Alberta’s cultural diversity during

the August long weekend at William Hawrelak Park. The three-day event attracts
over 300,000 visitors each year. The Thai culture has been showcased at its best,
from culinary wonders to stage performance and arts and crafts display. The Thai
pavilion has received numerous prestigeous awards over the years.

Summary of prizes received:

1996 1t Place, Most Culturally Authentic
1997 1%t Place, President’s Award*
1999 1%t Place, President’s Award
2000 1%t Place, Most Culturally Authentic
2001 1%t Place, President’s Award
2002 1%t Place, President’s Award
15t Place, Best Food Service
2003 3™ Place, Best Small Pavilion
Management
2004 2nd Place, Best Small Pavilion
Management
2005 1%t Place, President’s Award
2006 1%t Place, President’s Award
15t Place, Best Food Service
2007 2nd Place, Best Food Service
2008 2nd Place, Best Food Service
2009 2nd Place, Best Entertainment
ond Place, Best Food Service
2010 2nd Place, Best Arts and Crafts
3rd Place, Best Entertainment
2011 1%t Place, Best Entertainment
2013 2nd Place, Best Food Service
* President’s Award for best small pavilion manage- sedailaFuannauaasmaneud veee uard weee MNAAL
ment was discontinued in 2008 Pre-2002 (Top) and 2011(Bottom) Heritage festival prizes
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Hall of Presidents

efore the ATA was incorporated in 1985, the Association, starting as Thai

Students Association around 1966, then Alberta Thai Association around

1975, was operated unofficially under the leadership of several Presidents,
many of whom were Thai students at the University of Alberta. No reliable records
of the Association during the early years are available. Therefore, the following list
of Presidents begins with Boon-oom Gosinet, Founding President, in 1985 when
the Association was incorporated.

AR LTENAN qtlel (1) glana Tnila
Melissa Davis Jitra Kriangkum Suwanee (Sue) Ooraikul Thomas
2010-2012 2012-2014 2004-2006 and 2014-2016
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he Alberta Thai Association has seen a lot of changes over the past 30 years,

good and bad. The fact that it is still going strong and getting stronger is a

clear testament to the resilience and community spirit of its members, most
of whom are Thais by origin. However, we should also recognize and celebrate
the contributions of the many non-Thai members who become members because
they are either an integral part of the Thai community, or simply because they
love the Thai culture and people. We are so lucky to be living in a multiracial and
multicultural society like Canada, and we welcome our non-Thai friends with all
our hearts, as members or volunteers, or just friends. Together, we can build our
country to be the envy of the world!
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ALBERTA THAI ASSOCIATION

Alberta Thai Association is a non-profit organization linking the Thai community
in Edmonton and vicinity and the Canadian community at large. The Association’s
primary objective is to provide a social venue for our members while also preserving
and incorporating Thai culture into the rich Canadian mix. Its main mandate is to raise
funds through social functions and other appropriate means to support its various
community services and charity programs for the Thai as well as larger communities.
Its membership is open to both Thais and non-Thais. Please visit our website for more
information.

Alberta Thai Association
PO Box 66034, Heritage Outlet, Edmonton AB T6J 6T4
www.albertathaiassociation.com
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