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SAWADEE ALBERTA

2025 ATA Board of Directors:

Nami Kominek
(Rampun Numgongdee)
Firdaus Khambatta
Marty Bester

Ngamta Tekauyporn
Pattra Winner

President:
Vice President:

Treasurer:
Secretary:

Directors:
Activities -
Fundraising: -
Information: -

Chairpersons:
Casino Sue Thomas
Programming  Jitra Kriangkum
Sports and Recreation Marty Bester
Social Media  Chatdrapond Wangbamroongsak

Awards and Scholarships Selection Committee:
Firdaus Khambatta
Ngamta Tekauyporn
Buncha Ooraikul
Editors: Buncha Ooraikul
Ladarat Ooraikul
Jitra kriangkum

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Sawadee Ka, Members of the
Alberta Thai Association

The year 2025 has been a warm and
memorable one for the Alberta Thai
Association. Our community came
together in so many meaningful
ways—through celebrations, cultural
activities, and moments that called
for compassion. We gathered to
honour the passing of Her Majesty
Queen Sirikit, the Queen Mother, and
we united again to support flood relief
efforts in Southern Thailand. Your
kindness and generosity truly
reflected the heart of our community.

This year also marked a special
milestone: the 40th Anniversary of the
ATA. We celebrated through the
Songkran Gala and the Thai Pavilion at
the Edmonton Heritage Festival, both
filled with happiness and pride. We
were equally proud to publish the
40th Anniversary Commemorative
Book, made possible in part through
the support of the Alberta
Government’s Heritage Preservation
Partnership Program.

Our fundraising efforts—especially
the fall casino fundraiser
($81,737.49), the Thai Pavilion and
Songkran Gala —played a vital role in

supporting the many programs we
offer. We are also grateful for the
$1,500 contribution from the Royal
Thai Consulate Generalin Vancouver.

Our public programs continued to
flourish this year. From cooking and
cultural workshops to language
classes, sports, and recreation,
participation has grown steadily. It
has been especially heartwarming to
see more youth and new families
getting involved.

The Alberta Thai Association is now
using social media and our website
to keep you updated on
announcements and events. You can
also reach out to us via email for
any inquiries or questions. The
Association's newsletter is now
available for download on our website
at www.albertathaiassociation.com.
Please note that the distribution of
printed copies by mail has been
discontinued.

Our Annual General Meeting and
Election Day will take place on
March 22, 2026 and | warmly invite
all members to join us. It is an
opportunity to learn about our
progress, share ideas, and take partin
the elections of the President and ....

(cont. page 4)
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Have you renewed your ATA membership?

Not sure of your membership status?

Please message us or submit a request via e-mail, we will look it up for you.

VINUARANLANITNUAIUTRER?
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PRESIDENT,S MESSAGE (cont.from page 2)

Secretary as their terms conclude. |
truly encourage anyone who feels
inspired to step forward—your
involvement is what keeps our
Association strong and vibrant.

As my two-year term ends in March,
2026, | would like to share some of
my experiences as ATA President
over the past two years. It has not
been easy, nor hard. The challenges
lie in how best we can make the
members of our Thai community, old
and new, see the value of the
Association in uniting and working
together to support the community
members to maintain their Thai
values while assimilating into
Canadian society. As a non-profit
organization we rely on volunteers to
serve on the Board of Directors and
help in various activities according to

their talents. There are no financial
benefits for volunteer work, only the
feelings of self satisfaction and self
worth to know that we are
contributing members of the
community that help the Association
move forward and do its best to serve
the community. It is not easy as we
all have our own responsibilities in
life, and we have to try to balance our
personal lives with the volunteer
jobs. We also have to understand
that working as volunteers in a team
is not always smooth since
everybody has his or her own
personality which may ruffle some
feathers. But if we recognize that the
Association belongs to everybody
and we are not working for any
individuals or groups of individuals
then perhaps we can ignore these
unpleasant incidents and focus on

our own contributions and derive self
satisfaction from them.

In closing, | would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude to my fellow
Board members and to all of our
wonderful volunteers. Your kindness,
dedication, and spirit of giving have
guided our community through
another meaningful year. As 2025
comes to a close, | wish you and your
families warm holiday blessings and
a happy, prosperous New Year.

Regards,

[

) ‘ N e
jkiwﬁv‘;s/ JFC/WWQQ’—

ATA President

@ o a ™ &
msiseguanndszantluaznisiaanms
BNREMN 22 HUIAN 2026 1381 14.00 — 16.00 1.
4 AN1N9UIRIANI AN #207, 16504 118 Avenue NW, Edmonton

a =
13.30 . Waasmnziiau

14.00 W. 1Asvgn N1991e9URANITHLAZNNIRY DN-ReLTRasdY

15.00 1. FUNRANAY:  WIENANIAN LATLAUIUNNT 933 2026 — 2028

LA | A& Aas & = o o A o A a 44 >
LRANIENIUNANELATANITNNNIANTLAUDTD RIANATTILLADNEN UTDDRNLALNLADNEIN

1/spBiua albertathaiassociation@gmail.com WaLAUETRYTAMNIIRAALANITNNINIBININY

a o A .
ANIANY UTNITIATRNAN - TR V\E“

’

ELECTION
DAY

GET INVOLVED

- - T

Annual General Meeting

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND ELECTION DAY

Sunday March 22, 2026, 2-4 PM

at the ATA Thai Centre #207, 16504 118 Avenue NW, Edmonton

1:30 PM Door opens for Registration

2:00 PM Meeting begins (Annual Report, Financial Report, Q/A)

3:00 PM Elections Begin

Positions to be Elected: President (2026-2028 Term); Secretary (2026-2028 Term)

Eligibility: Only members in good standing can nominate, vote or run for office
To check your membership status or submit a nomination, please email albertathaiassociation@gmail.com
Refreshments and light snacks courtesy of the Alberta Thai Association
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2025 INITIATIVES & SPECIAL EVENTS

COMMEMORATION CEREMONY FOR HER MAJESTY QUEEN SIRIKIT, THE
QUEEN MOTHER
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UneduUN 23 W.8. 2025 B A1INUTBIANIAN On October 24, 2025, the nation mourned the passing of Her Majesty Queen

iasan lunszangun AN slsiananiing Sirikit, the Queen Mother, at the age of 93.

To honor her remarkable life, contributions, and devoted service to Thailand,

the Alberta Thai Association (ATA) held a commemoration ceremony on
Sunday, November 23, at the ATA Thai Centre.
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Members of Edmonton’s Thai community gathered to pay tribute, with the
ceremony featuring a slideshow of Her Majesty’s biography, followed by a
moment of silence and homage led by ATA President Nami Kominek. Guests

. — o were also invited to sign a condolence book during the event.
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ATA extends its heartfelt gratitude to Ratchatham Buddhist Temple for
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providing the altar shrine, and to the many volunteers and guests whose
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support helped make this solemn event a meaningful and unifying moment
for the Thai community in Edmonton.
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ALBERTA THAI ASSOCIATION
40™ ANNIVERSARY
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NadY)U Heritage Preservation Partnership Program

NEW RELEASE: ATA 40™ ANNIVERSARY BOOK

As part of the 40th anniversary celebrations this year, the
Alberta Thai Association has published a commemorative
book showcasing significant events, achievements, and
milestones from the past decade—continuing the legacy of
the ATA 30th Anniversary Book released in 2015.

A complimentary copy of the ATA 40th Anniversary
Book is available wupon request by emailing
albertathaiassociation@gmail.com. An electronic version is
also available at www.albertathaiassociation.com.

The Association extends its sincere appreciation to lJitra
Kriangkum, Buncha Ooraikul, Ladarat Ooraikul, Vunchai
Nitisophon, Anan Kaewmongkol and Sue Thomas, for their
dedication and leadership in bringing this publication to life.
Special thanks are also extended to the Government of
Alberta for supporting the project through the Heritage
Preservation Partnership Program.
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ATA AND TCCC COLLECTED DONATIONS FOR SOUTHERN
THAILAND FLOOD RELIEF EFFORTS

In November 2025, the Alberta Thai Association (ATA), in
collaboration with the Thai Cultural Council of Calgary
(TCCC), launched a donation appeal to support relief efforts
in Southern Thailand, which is experiencing its most severe
flooding in 300 years. The collected donations totalling
$4,000 has been forwarded to the Thailand Watch
Foundation to support its flood relief program.

CBC Radio-Canada reported on the ongoing flood situation
including an interview with ATA representatives. The video
clip can be viewed at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjRmKr4vwU4
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NEW YEAR CELEBRATION AT THE ATA
THAI CENTRE — JANUARY 5, 2025

2025 marked a fresh start as ATA
members and their families gathered to
celebrate the new year together. They
shared homemade dishes, enjoyed
warm company, and had plenty of fun,
making it a wonderful kickoff to the year.

AGM AND ELECTION DAY — MARCH 30, 2025

The ATA held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) at the ATA
Thai Centre with 20 members in attendance. Participants
reviewed the Association’s past-year activities, programs,
finances, and future plans, followed by discussion and a Q&A
session. Elections were then conducted, with Nami Kominek
(President) and Pattra Winner (Secretary) serving as the
Nomination and Election Committee.

This year’s elected positions were two Vice Presidents and
the Treasurer. Marty Bester and Firdaus Khambatta were re-
elected for the 2025-2027 term, and Ngamta Winner was
also acclaimed to continue as Treasurer for 2025-2027. The
President and Secretary remain in office until their terms
conclude in 2026.

The Executive Board held its first meeting that evening to
appoint the remaining Board positions.
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SONGKRAN GALA AT PARKVIEW
COMMUNITY LEAGUE HALL— APRIL
26,2025

This year’s Songkran Gala brought an
exciting new format: two sessions—
one in the afternoon and one in the
evening—allowing even more guests
to join in the Thai New Year
festivities. Food vendors, a popular
addition last year, were once again a
big hit with attendees.

While the afternoon session drew a
smaller crowd than the evening, it
received glowing reviews. Families
appreciated the kid-friendly
atmosphere, and many guests
enjoyed the relaxed, social setting.
The evening session, meanwhile,
was packed to capacity and full of
energy, featuring the traditional Rod
Nam water ceremony, traditional
dance performance, lively DJ music,
a silent auction and craft sales.

ATA extends a big thank-you to all
volunteers, dancers, food vendors,
and guests for making this year’s
Gala anothervibrantand memorable
success!

ATA PICNIC AT NORTH MILLBOURNE
COMMUNITY LEAGUE HALL —
JuLy 20, 2025

The family picnic brought together
approximately 60 community
members for a warm and enjoyable
gathering. Attendees savored
delicious food, embraced a relaxed,
family-friendly atmosphere, and spent
a wonderful afternoon together. It was
a delightful event enjoyed by all.
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THAI PAVILION AT THE EDMONTON
HERITAGE FESTIVAL — AUGUST 24,
2025

Under the leadership of Pavilion Chair
Marty Bester, the Thai Pavilion enjoyed
another successful year at the
Edmonton Heritage Festival. Our
signature Mango Sticky Rice earned
third place for Best Dessert among 67
cultural pavilions—an achievement
we are truly proud of.

The pavilion operated seamlessly
across all areas, including food sales,
Arts & Crafts, and stage performances.
Beyond its operational success, the
project once again brought the Thai
community together, strengthening
our unity and cultural pride.

ATA extends heartfelt thanks to all
volunteers whose dedication, hard
work, and teamwork made this year’s
success possible.

The 2025 festival also marked the final
year of its three-year stay at the Expo
Exhibition Grounds and Borden Park.
Beginning next year, the Heritage
Festival will return to its traditional
home at William Hawrelak Park.
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List of 2025 Awards and Scholarships
Recipients

High School Graduates: Laksikazularak (Lexi)
Nagowski, Elizabeth Thomas
Outstanding Achievement Awards:
No nominations this year

Boon-oom and Banyong Gosinet Scholarships:

Corinth Klassen and Elizabeth Thomas
Recognition Awards: Sumitra Chaiwong,
Prarvina Chanaport, Chuthiporn Chankhong,
Chalinee Klassen, Hathairat Krengsamrong,
Sommai Krengsamrong, Thitinan Nanta,
Chontichar Thathip, Wanida Thathip
Consul General Award: Marty Bester

ANNUAL VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PARTY — AUGUST 17, 2025

Around 80 volunteers who
supported the ATA throughout
the year gathered at the home
of Ngamta (Eed) Winner for the
Annual Volunteer Appreciation
Party. The event was filled
with delicious food, lively
conversations, and a strong
sense of community. ATA
extends its heartfelt thanks to
Khun Eed for graciously hosting
the gathering, and to all the
volunteers who, even on a day
meant to celebrate them,
continued to offer their help
and support.

AWARDS DAY — SEPTEMBER 21,
2025

This year's Award and Scholarship
Ceremony was held at the ATA's
office, separate from the Volunteer
Appreciation  Event, which had
previously been combined into a single
event. The ceremony was attended by
40 people, including members, award
and scholarship recipients, and their
families. A new addition this year is the
Consul General Award, for which the
Association extends its gratitude to
the Consul General in Vancouver, the
esteemed donor of the award. This
new award replaces the President’s
Award (2019-2024), which itself
replaced the Honorary Consul General
Award (2014-2018), following the
passing of Honorary Consul General
Dennis Anderson.
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ATA CASINO FUNDRAISER

The biennial casino, held on September 12-13, 2025,
marked ATA’s 9" fundraising event. We extend our sincere
gratitude to the 35 volunteers who generously dedicated
their time and effort over the two-day event at Yellowhead
Casino, and to our Casino Chair, Sue Thomas, for her
exceptional coordination and leadership.

To express our appreciation, a volunteer recognition lunch
was held on November 2 as a small gesture of thanks for the
invaluable support that made this important fundraising
event possible.
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CULINARY ARTS PROGRAM: FRUIT
CARVING & COOKING LESSONS

ATA kept 2025 vibrant with a diverse range
of culinary workshops. On June 21,
Ngamta (Eed) Winner led a hands-on fruit
and vegetable carving class for beginners
and experienced carvers. The small class
size allowed for close instruction, and
participants  provided
positive feedback.

overwhelmingly

The cooking program kicked off on April
6 with a free dessert class on Tua Pap
and Bua Loy, taught by Suwimol
Thangsereekul,  with
participants. On September 14, Eed
hosted the ATA “Menu A” class, covering
Chicken Green Curry, Steamed Rice,
SpringRolls, Pad Thai,and Som Tum. The
season concluded on October 26 with a

around 25

fully booked free class on Haw Mok, also
led by Eed.

ATA extends its gratitude to both
instructors for their dedication to the
Culinary Arts Program, which has been a
tremendous success and continues to
grow in popularity!
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ATA SocIAL DANCE PROGRAM

The ATA Social Dance Program gave
members and the public a fun
opportunity to learn Thai social dancing
(rum wong) along with the much-
requested line dancing. This year’s
sessions took place on May 11, June 8,
and June 22. ATA extends sincere thanks
to Chalinee Klassen for leading and
teaching this year’s program.

ATA LANGUAGE PROGRAM

The ATA Thai language program continues to grow, with
steady interest from both returning and new students.
Through Seu Thai—
professional teachers based in Thailand—the program has

its partnership with Team Lai

successfully delivered online classes to learners across
Alberta and British Columbia. Between December 2024 —
December 2025, ATA has offered eight 15-hour courses for
adults and children, covering conversational Thai as well as
reading and writing.

ATA extends sincere appreciation to Ladarat Ooraikul,
Language Program Coordinator, whose dedication has been
vital to the program’s success.
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collaboration between the ATA and St.
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SPRING PLANTING CONTAINER
GARDEN WORKSHOP — APRIL 20,

session was held. As ATA members
themselves, owners Ralph and Ratree,
along with their daughter Juliana
Wirblich, generously offered this fun
and hands-on workshop for members
interested in learning the secrets of
creating professional-looking mixed
container gardens.

Participants shared that they learned a
great deal and thoroughly enjoyed the
experience!

workshop was a

Albert Greenhouses,
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GOLF WITH BUDDIES — JuLy 27,
2025

The 4™ annual ATA Golf Tournament
was held at River Ridge Golf & Country
Club under the theme “Golf with
Buddies,” highlighting the event’s fun,
friendly spirit. ATA extends its thanks
to Theerayouth Thamwong for taking
the lead in organizing this years
tournament.

ATA PICKLEBALL AND BADMINTON

The 3™ annual ATA Pickleball and
Badminton event was held at the
Terwillegar Recreation Centre on
November 16 for ATA members. ATA
extends its thanks to VP Marty Bester,
who also served as Sports and
Recreation Chair, for organizing this
year’s event.

COLLABORATION AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH
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ATA SuPPORTS A LAO COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING EVENT

On December 21, 2024, ATA’s music and dance group participated in a
Christmas/New Year event organized by the Lao Culture Foundation in Alberta to

help raise funds for a school in Lao PDR.

ATA extends heartfelt thanks to Anan and Sureeporn Limsombutanan, Buncha and
Ladarat Ooraikul, Sarinna Klintberg, Nami Kominek, Pittayaporn Orathai, Saisuda
Waddleton, Keleigh Chu, and Sidney Chu for representing the Association at this

meaningful event.
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THAI CULTURE WoOWS THE CROWD AT ATRIA IRONWOOD SENIOR CENTRE

On May 18, 2025, Thai cultural performances—including traditional dance and a
fruit-carving demonstration — delighted residents at Atria Ironwood Senior Centre
in St. Albert.

ATA thanks Nami Kominek, NgamtaWinner, Chalinee Klassen, Pittayaporn Orathai,
and Thitinan Nanta for bringing a vibrant and memorable showcase of Thai culture
to the community. It was a joyful afternoon and a wonderful opportunity to share
the richness and beauty of Thai heritage with a broader audience.

FRUIT CARVING AT THE THAI STREET FOODS FESTIVAL

On July 19, 2025, ATA’s Ngamta Winner
showcased her exquisite fruit-carving
skills at Ottawa’s Thai Street Foods
Festival, proudly sponsored by the Royal
4 Thai Embassy and coordinated by the Thai

Association in Ottawa. Festival-goers
# enjoyed a beautiful display of Thai artistry
and culture.

The Royal Thai Consulate General in Vancouver provided consular services in
Edmonton at the ATA Thai Centre from July 31 to August 1, 2025. On August 2,
members of the Thai community warmly welcomed Consul General Thanapol
Wang-om-klang and his staff at the Thai Pavilion during the Edmonton Heritage
Festival. Their visit was greatly appreciated by the Thai community and
strengthened the connection between the Consulate and our local members.
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